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Clause Notes
Clauses 1 and 2 refer to the title of the Bill and commencement of the Act

Clauses 3 and 4 state that a dlctronary contamlng defi nltlons of certain words
and expressions is at the end of this Bl" and that explanatory notes are used
- inthe Blll :

Clauses 5 and 6 define the circumstances under which a needle may be

. given without charge from an approved needle exchange facility. Apart from
the exceptions as described in this clause, a needles may not be given

g without charge unless it is done so at or from an approved facility :

- Clause 7 provides for the approval of needle exchange facilities. On .
© receiving an application for approval, the Minister must, in wntlng, elther
approve or refuse the approval of the facility.

Clause 8 provrdes the circumstances under which the Minister may cancel or
suspend the approval of a facility. The Minister may cancel or suspend

| - ‘approval eith_er completely or for a stated period.

‘-jCIa'uses 9 and 10 state the general operator and individual facility worker
obligations of an approved needle exchange facility and the penalties for
failing to doso.”

‘The operator |s to ensure that each facrllty worker at the facility gives a needle
" to someone without charge only if the receiver gives the worker a needle in
_exchange. A facrllty worker must not exchange more than 10 needles atone

E ‘tlme

| ~The penalty for each offence is 50- penalty unlts ($5 000).

- Clauses 11 and 12 require the operator of an approved needle exchange _
- facility to keep a record of each needle given without charge at or from the
L facnllty and of each needle collected at the facility.

- The operator must produce areport at the end of each quarter of the number -
.of needles collected at the facility, the number of needles given W|thout '

.- charge and anythmg else requrred by the regulatlons

Clauses 13 to 16 descrlbe the requwements placed on the minister. to

. maintain a register of approved needle exchange facilities. The reglster may

be mspected free of charge by members of the publlc

- Clauses 17t0 19 provrdes for the relevant chlef executive to establish _
‘ :'lnspectors to'examine the records of an approved needle exchange facnllty

B The mspectors are o be members of the public service and carry -
photographlc ldentlty cards when carrylng out their dutles
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Clause 20 requires the Minister to present a copy of the register of approved
needle exchange facilities and a statement containing the number of needles
collected and distributed by approved facilities within 5 sitting days of the end
of. each quarter :

Clause 21 places a worker under no obligation to exchange a needle that had
been handed into an approved facmty :

" Clause 22 states that this Act does not prevent the collection of needles at an
'approved facility without an exchange, nor does it prevent the supply ofa
- syringe providing t is done so with a needle. :

Clause 23 provides for the Minister to make regulations as required, including’
prescribing penalties for an offence of not more than 10 penaity units

o ($1,000).
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