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TT{E LEGISI.ATIVE ASSEMBLY
FOR TTIE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

(As presented)

(Minists for the Environment, Ilnd and Planning)

Animal Diseases Bill 1993

A BILL
FOR

An Act to provide for the control of endemic and
exotic diseaies of animals and for related purposes

The Irgislative Assembly for the Australian capital Territory enacts as
follows:

PART I-PRELIMINARY

Short title
l. This Act may be cited as the Animal Dbeases Act 1993'

Commencement
2. (1, Section 1 and this section commence on the day on which this

Act is notified in the Gazate.

(2) The remaining Provisions commence on a day fixed by the Minister

by notice in the Gazette' 
rot commenced(3) If a provision referred to in subsection (2) has t

Uefoii'ttrJend of th; period ;i 6 months comm€ncing on the day on which
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this Act is notified in the Gazette, that provision, by force of this subsrction,
cornmences on the first day after the end of that peiiod.

Repeal
3. The Acts specified in ttre Schedule are r€pealed.

Interpretation
4. In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears-
"abattoit''means any premises used forthe slaughterof sock;
"animal" include-

(a) a carcass of an animal; and

(b) an egg,^embryo, ova or spenn, o'r other product, of an
animd from which another animal could be iroduced;

but does not include a human being;
"animal product" includes-

(a) a paft of an animal or any secretion or thing which has at
any time formed part of an animal; and

(b) a product or thing made or derived from, or including, a
pa$o,f an animal;

"approved manufacturer" means a manufacturer declared under section
34 to be an approved manufacturer of tags;

"approved tag", in relation to defined st@k, means a tag-
(a) manufacn'.ed by an approved manufacturer and bearing the

number allocated to the owner of the stock under sedtion
33; or

(b) issued to the owner under section 40;
"defined stock" means stock declared under section 30 to be defined

stock;
"determined fee" means the fee determined under section 63 fon the

purposes of the provision in which the expression occurs;
"Director" means the Director of veterinary Hygiene appointed under

section 5;
"endemic stock disease" means a disease declared under section 2l totr-,

an endemic stock disease;
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"endemic stogk disease quarantine area" means an al€a declared under
section 23 to&an endemic sock disease quarantine area;

"exotic disease" means a disease declared under section 12 to be an
exotic disease;

"exotiC disease quarantine aflDa" means an arsa declared urder section 14
o be an exotic disease qltaxantine ar€a;

"identity card" rneans an identity card issued under section 1O

"infected" rneans-

(a) inrelationtoananimal-

(l) suffering from an endemic stock disease u an exotic
, diseasg;

(ii) having been in contact' 4ttti-"g the previous 12
months, with an animal suffering frgm an endemic
stock disease or an exotic disease; and

(m) H'ff #ff'**"o'l"Wi3t*':lu:Llr'*il
disease or an exotic diiease has been kept or
pastur€d during the previous 12 months; or

O) in relation to premises oI a thing-where an animal
suffering from^an endemic stock 

-disease 
or an exotic

disease f,as been on the premises or in contact with the
thing, during the previous 12 months;

"inspecto,tt'means an inspector appornted under section 8;
"market value", in relation to an animal, premises or other thing, means

the value ihat thp animal, premises or thing would have had if' at
the time at whibh the assessment for compensation purposes is
made-

(a) it had not been infected with a disease; and

O) it had been offered for sale on the opcn markeq

"1[€mises" includes-

(a) a building or Part of a building;

o) a tent, stall or other stnrcture, whether permanent or
Fmporary;

(c) land (including water on land) whether or not appurtenant
to abuildingi and
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(d) a vehicle;
"register" means the register established and maintained under section

3 l ;
"stoc\__pearls anJ horry, c{1l", sheep, swine, goat, dog or any animal

o@rareo unoer sectron zl to be stock;
' I

"tag" means a tag or label attached to the tails of stock;
"tag number" means a tag number allocated under section 33 or 4o:
"this Act" includes the regulations;
"travelling stock" means stock that is being moved on any land other

than land on which the stock is orrdinarily kept or pastured;
"Tribunal" means the Australian capital rerritory Administiative

Appeals Tribunal;
'aehicle" includes a caravan, trailer or vessel;
"veterinary surgeon" means, a person who is registered or licensed as a

vetennary surgeon under a law of a State oi Territory.

PART II-ADMINISTRATION
Director of Veterinary Hygiene

. .5. _(1) The Minister sh{!, b.y instrument, appoint a public servant to
be the Director of Veterinary Hygi-ene.

(2) If a person appo_inted as Director ceases to be a public servant, theperson ceases O hold office as Director.

Acting Director
6. (rl The Minister may, by instrument, appoint a public servant toact as Director-

(a) during a vacancy in the office of Director, whether or not an
appoinrnent has previously been made to the office; or

(b) d.uring iny p_eri4, or during all periods, when the Director is
absent from the.Trollo.y or is, for any reason, unable to pJ.rorrn
the functions of the offici;

but a.person acting during a vacancy shall not continue to so act for more
than 12 nronths.

(2) If a person appointed-ro-act as Director ceases to be a public
sen/ant, the person ceasei to hold office as acting Drector.
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(3) Anything done by or in relation qo-a p€rson purporting to act under
subsection (1) is not invalid on the found that-

(a) the occasion for the person's appoinnnent had not arisen;

(b) there is a defect or irregularity in connection with the person's
appoinrnenq

(c) the person's appointrnent had ceased to have effecq or

(d) the occasion for the person to act had not arisen or had ceased.

Delegation
7. The Director may, by instrument, delegate any of his or her powers

or functions under this Act to a public sen/ant.

Appointment of insPectors
8. The Minister may, by instrument, appoint persons to be inspectors

for the purposes of this Acr

Exercise of inspector's Powers
9. The Director has and may exercise the powers of an inspector under

this Act.

Identity cards
10. The Minister shall issue to the Director and to each inspector an

identity card, specifying the name and appointrnent, and on which appears a
recent'photog,,iph, rif t[e Drector or inspec6r, as the case requires.

Return of identity cards
11. A person issued with an identity card under section 10 shall not,

without reasonable excuse, fail to return his or her identity card'upon
ceasing to be Director or an inspector.

Penalty: $100.

PART III_EXOTIC DISEASES OF ANIMALS

Declaration of exotic diseases
P[!. (f) The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette declare a disease

o be an exotic disease for the iurfoses of this Act.

(2) A declaration takes effect-

(a) on the day on which the declaration is published in the Gazettei or

(b) if a later day is specified in the declaration<n that day.
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(3) ,A {eclalation is a disallowabte instrument for the purposes of
section 10 of the Subordirute Laws,Act 1989.

Notification of diseases
13. (r) A person who has reasonable grounds for believing that an

animal is infected with an exotic disease, shall-notify thc Ministeririuniting.

@ If the Direclor or an inspector has reasonable grounds for believing
that an animal is infected with an exotic disease, hc ol she shall notiS thE
Minister in uriting.

(3) !f the owner or person in charge of an animal has reasonable
grounds for bclieving that the animal is infected wittr an exotic disease, he or
she shall cause the animal to be separatcd ftom any other animals that are not
infected with the disease.

(4) A person who, without rcasonable excuse, contravenes subsection
(l) or (3) is guilty of an offence.

Penalty: $5,000 orimprisonment for 6 months.

Exotic disease quarantine area
14. (r) The Minister may, by instrument, declar€ a specified area of

land to be an exodc disease quarantine area, if he or she-has reasonable
grounds for believing that-

(a) an animal is infected with an exotic disease; and
(b) the declaration is necessary fon the purpose of preventing the

spread of the exotic disease.
(2) A declaration shall-

(a) contain a diagram depicting the area of land to which the
declaration is to relate; and

(b) specify-

(i) the exotic disease referred to in paragraph (l) (a);

(ii) the classes of animals to which the declaration applies;
(iii) the restrictions on entry to, exit from and movement within

the area;

(iv) the restrictions on thc sale of an animal, animal product or
other.specified. thing, wh!c! has, during a specifi-ed period,
been kept within or travellod through thE ani; and 

'

(v) where the declaration is to have effect for a limited
period-the perid.
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(3) The Minister shall publish a declaration in the Gazette and in a
daily newspaper published and circulating in the Tqritqry. '

(4) A declaration takes effect on ttrg day specified in the declaratio.n as
tfre dai, on *hi"h it takes effect and, unless-sooner revoked, ceases to have
"fe"ibo tt " expiration of the period, if any, specified in the declaration as
ttre period for which the declaration has effect.

(5) A declaration is a disallowable instrument for the purposes of
sectibn 10 of the Subordirute l-aws Act 1989.

Importation restriction
15. (1) The Minister may, by. instrument, declarc an aryq of land

outside thcTcniOry to be 9u-bjec,t td an importation resUiction, if he or she
has reasonable grounds for beliwing that-

(a) an animal in an area outside ttre Tenitory is infected with an exotic
disease; and

(b) the declaration is necessaly for the purpose of preventing the
spread of the exotic disease.

(2) A declaration shall-

(a) contai4 a diagram depicting the area of land to which the
declaration is to relate; and

(b) specify-

(i) the exotic disease referrcd to in paragraph (1) (a);'

(ii) the classes of animals to which the declaration applies;

(iii) the restrictions on imponing intg $e T"rytgry an animal,
animal product or other speciqqq thing whigh has, during a
specifidtt perid, been kept within or travelled through the
arca;

(iv) the restrictions on the sale within the Territoryr .o{ an
animal, animal product or other specified thing, which has'
during.a specified period, been-kept within or travelled
ttrough the area; and

(v) where the declaration is to have effect for a limited
period-the perid.

(3) The Minister shall publish a declar,atiqn qt the Gazette and in a
daily niwspaper published add circulating in ttre Territory.

35 (4) A declaration takes effect on the day specified in the declaration as
ttre day on which it takes effect and, unless sooner revoked, ceases to have
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efect o.n-qe exp1ryti9n oJtheFriod, if any, specified in the dcclaration as
the period for which the declaration has effect. 

-

{5) 4 declaration is a disallowable instrument for thc purposes of
scction lO of ttrcSubrdircte Lol4,s Act 1989.

Ministerial direction
16. (r) If the Minister believes on r€asonable grounds that it is

necessary to do so for the. purpose of contrrolling the sireaA of an exotic
diseasc, he or she may, by instrirnrent, direct- 

r

(a) an inspocor to seize an animal, animal product, a vehicle or thing;
(b) the owner or person in chargc of prcmises, an animal product or a

thing, to take such action as is specified in the direclion for ttrJ
purposes of disinfecting the premi'scs, animal prodili*ttrdd 

- -

(c) the owner or.person in charge of an animal o inoculate the anirnal,
9r to take otligr specjfied aEtion f.or the pi,tpo*J;iir"diffi;;
irnrnunity o the exotic disease in ttre anirial; or

(d) 3T.inspector o.r.a specified person to take such other action as the
Mrmster conslderT necessary.

- (2) .A person, gFer than an inspector, spccified in a direction under
s-ubsection (l) shall not, without reasonable excuse, contravene the
direction.

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months.

Destruction of animals and other property
u. (1) If the Minister believes on reasonable grounds that it is

n€cessary to do-so for the purpose of controlling thc spread of an exotic
disease, he or she may,.byiqdgumqnt, dir€ct an'inspeitor or a ipeciRca
peqgn to destroy premises (other than a dwelling), any animal, animat
product, crop, pasturc or any other thing in aocordance with the direction.

(2) The Minister shall cause a copy of a direction under subsection (l)
to.be pvep to- the gwner or person apparently in charge of the p*.irii,
animal, animal product, crop, pasture 6f thing-

(a) beforc the direction is carried out unless-
(i) after reasonable search and inquiry the owner or Derson

appgently in charge of the premises, animal, inimat
product, crop, pasture or thirrg can not be found; and

(ii) the MiTister considers that the circumstances requirc thc
immediate destruction of the premiscs, animal, animat
product, crop, pasture or thing; or

35
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(D in any other case-as soon as pradicablc after the direction is
carried out.

(3) A penx)n, othcr than an inspector, speciflred in a direction undcr
subi#tion'(l) sliall not, without 

-reasonablc 
cxcuse' contravenc thq

direction.

Penalty: $5,0(n or imprisonrnent for 6 months.

Compensation for snimals or property destroyed

18. (l) The owner of-

(a) an animal, that has die{ the &ath of which has beeq certified by a
veterinarysurgeon as having ben caused by an exotic discasc; q'

(!) an animal, any prcmiscs or 1ny other thing which has becn
desuoyed puniait o an o,rrder made under section l7;

may, within 90 days, or such further perid as the Minister aPpnoves' of thc
ddth of the animai or tlre destnrction-of ttre femises or other tlring' apply to
ttre Minister fc ompensation.

@ An application for compensation shall be in a form approred by thc
Minister.

(3) On receipt of an application under subsection (lr, dE Minister shall
determine the ariount of i6mpensation payable to the applicqnt, being-an
amount not exceeding the market value of the animal, premises or other
thing.

Removal of refuse
19. (f) If.the Minister believes on reasonable gr_ounds that it is

nccessary't6 do so for the purpos€ of prcvcnting orcontrolling.fu sprcad of
an exoti-c disease, he or shb may,-by instrumcnt, direct the owner or
occupier of premises within an exotic disease quarantine arca, to remove
spcdnea reflrse from the prcmises.

(2) A direction under subsection (1) shalt spccify the dete by which,
and the mannerin which, the refuse is to be rcmoved.

(3) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, contravenc a
direction under subsection (l).

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months.

(4) If a Derson contravenes a direction undcr subsection (1), the
Miniifer may ilirect an inspectu to cause the refusc to be removed frrom the
premises.
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,(5) The reasonable costs incured by an inspector pursuant to
subsection (4) Te a debt.payable q9 the. Teniiory by thi owner.'or occupier,
as the case requires, o whom the direction relates. 

-

Court proceedings
20. While a declaration under section 14 is in force, the declaration or

a direction under Pan IrI with respect to ar exotic dijease to which the
declaration relates-

(a) shall not be challenged or called into question in any court; and
(b) is not subject to prohibition, mandamus or injunction in any court

ol any account.

PART IV-ENDEMIC DISEASES OF STOCK
Division |-General

Declaration of stock and endemic stock diseases
21. (l\ The Minister may, by notice in the Gozette-
(a) declare any animal to be stock for the purposes of this Act;
(b) declare any disease to be an endemic stock disease for the

purposes of this Act; and
(c) dqclare anyendemic stock disease to be a disease for the purposes

of section 28.
(2) A declaration takes effect-

(a) on the day on which the declaration is published in ttre Gazette; or
(b) if a later day is specified in the declaration<n that day.
(3) A declaration is a disallowable insrument for the purposes of

section 10 of the Subordirute laws Act 1989.

Notification of diseases

. .2?. (l) 4 person who has reasonable grounds for believing that stock
is infected with an endemic stock disease, shall notify the f,Iinister in
writing.

- -^(21 where the pir.ec-tor o-r an-inspector has reasonable grounds for
believing thlt $q"\ is infected with ai endemic stock ciieasE, he or she
shall notify the Ministerin writing.

. ,(3). If the.owner or qgso.n -in ch-arge of stock has reasonable grounds
tbr believing that the stock is infected with an endemic sock diseas-e, he or
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she shall cause the stock to be separated from any other stock that are not
infected with the disease.

(4) A person who, without reasonable excuse, contravenes subscction
(1) or (3) is guilty of an offence.

Penalty: $5,000.

Endemic stock disease quarantine area
!!. (r) The Minister may, by instnrment, declale a specified area of

land to bE an endemic stoc[ diiease quarantine area, if he or she has
reasonable grounds for believing that-

(a) an animal is infected with an endemic stock disease; and

(b) the declaration is necessary for the purpose of preventing the
spread of the endemic stock disease.

(21 Adeclaration shall-
(a) contain a diagram depicting the area of land to which the

declaration is to relate; and

(b) specify-
(i) the endemic stock disease referrci to in paragraph (l) (a);

(ii) the classes of stock to which the declaration applies;

(iii) the restrictions on enory to, exit from and movernent within
the area;

(iv) the restrictions on the sale of stock, an animal-produc! o-r
other specified thing, which has, during a specified period,
been kept within or ravelld through the area; and

(v) where the declaration is to have effect for a limited
. period-the perid.

(3) The Minister shall publish a declaration in the Gazette and in a
daily newspaper published and circulating in the Territory.

(4) A declaration commences on the day on which it is publishtd.in F"
Gazette and, unless sooner revoked, ceases to have effect on the expiration
of ttre period, if any, specified in the declaration as the period for which the
declaration has effecr

(5) A declaration is a disallowable instrument for the purposes of
section 10 of the Subordirate Laws Act 1989.

Ministerial direction
24. (f) If the Minister believes on reasonable grounds that it is

necessary to do so for the purpose of controlling the spread of an endemic
stock disease, he or she may, by instrument, direct-
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(a) an inspector to seize stock, an animal producq a vehicle or thing;
(b) the owner o-r person in charge of premises, an animal product or a

thing, to take such action as is specified in the direciion for the
purposes of disinfecting the premises, animal product or thing;

(c) the owner or persox in charge of stock to inoculate the stock, or to' take other specified action for the purposes of produciRg an
immunity o the endemic stock diseasein the stock; or

(d) an.inspector o.r a specified person to take such other action as the
Minister considers necessary.

- (21 .A person, other than an inspector, specified in a direction under
subsection (1) shall not, without reasonable excuse, contravene the
direction.

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months.

Detaining infected stock

?1. "(1) If an inspector has.reasonable grounds for believing that any
stock is infected with an endemic stock disease, he or she may, i-n writing
direct the owner or person in charge of the stock to detain ihe stock oji
specified premises.

(2) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, contravene a
direction under subsection (1).

Penalty: $5,000.

Restriction on stock movements

?6. A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, cause or permit
stock-

(a) to enter or leave an endemic stock disease quarantine area; or
(b) where an inspector has directed that the stock be detained on

specified premises under section 25-to enter or leave those
premises;

except with the written consent of the Mnister.

Penalty: $5,000.

Destruction of infected stock
27. (l) If the Minister believes on reasonable grounds that it is

necessary to do-so for the purpose of controlling the sprEad of an endemic
stocf_dlsease, he or she may, by instrument] direcl an inspector or a
specified person to destroy-

l0
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(a) specifred infected stock;

(b) a specified infected animal pnrduct; or

(c) a specified infected thing;

in accordance with the direction.

(2) The Minister shall cause a copy of a direction under subsection (1)
O be given tothe owner or person apparently in charge of the stock, animal
product or thing-

(a) before *re direction is canied out unless-

(D after reasonable search and inquiry.the-owner or person
apparently in charge of the stock, animal product or thing
can not be found; and

(ii) the Minister considers that the circumstances require.the
rmmediate destnrction of the stock, animal product or thing;
or

(b) in any other case-as soon as practicable after the direction is
carried out.

(3) A person, other than an inspector, specified in a direction under
subsection^ (1) shall not, without reasonable excuse' gontravene the
direction.

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months.

Compensation for stock destroYed
28. (1) The owner of stock which has been destroyed puls'1ant to

section "h', may within 90 days, or such fgnltg1 perio-d as the Minister
approves, of ttre deattr of the stock, apply to the Minister for compensation.

(2) An application for compensation shall be in a form approved by
the Minister.

(3) On receipt of an application under subsection (1),.4e Minister
shali, if satisfied- that the d6stroyed stock was infected with a disease
declared under paragraph 21 (1) (i) to be a disease for_ the purposes 9f this
section, determine ihe-amount of compensation payqb_le to ttre applicant,
being an amount not exceeding half the market value of the stock.

Division 2-Stock tags

Certain stock to be tagged
29. (r) A person shall not, without reasonable_excuse, travel or

35 transporr itefined stock to on from an apgtoir or a saleyard or any other place
for sile unless the stock is tagged with an approved tag or, if the stock is
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being travelled or transported within a period of 28 days after the sale of that
stock, with an approved tag-

(a) bearing the number allocated to the previous owner of that stock;
or

(b) issued to that owner under section 40.
Penalty: $1,000.

. (2) fgf.4" purpo-ses.of subsection (1), defined stock is to be taken to
be tagged if it is tagged with a tag granted or issued under a law of a State or
gro$er Territory relating to the granting or issuing of tags for stoci ofit ii
kind.

Defined stock

19. -(1) lhe Minjsqgr may, by notice published in the Gazette;dec,lare
specified stock to be defined siocli for the furposes of this Acl

(2) A declaration takes effect-

(a) on the day on which the declaration is published in the Gazette; or
(b) if a later day is specified in the declaration<n that day.

.(3) i declaration is a disallowable instrument for the purposes of
section 10 of the Su.bordinate l-aws Act 1989.

Register
31. (1) The Director shall establish and maintain a register of tag

numbers.

(2) The Director may-

(a) at the written reguest of the owner of defined stock in respect of
which a tag number is allocated; or

(b) of the Director's own accord;

make such alterations to particulars in the register as are necessary.

Applications
32. \l) A person who is the owner of defined stock may apply to the

Director for a tag number in respect of that stock.
(2) An application under subsection (l) shall be-
(a) in a form appnoved by the Director; and'
(b) lodged with the Director with the determined fee.
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(3) Where defined.stock is owned by 2 or more persons, application
for a tag number may be made jointly or by any 1 of those persons.

Allocation of tag numbers
33. The Director shall, if satisfied that an applicant under subsection

32 (l) is the owner of defined stock to which the application relates-

(a) allocate to the applicant a tag numbr in respect of that stock; and

(b) enter the following palticulars in ttre register:

(i) the number allocated under paragraph (a);

(ii) the nane of ttre ownerof the defined stock;

(iii) the name of the manager (if any) of the stock;

(iv) the telephone and facsimile numbers (if any) of the owner
and manager;

(v) the location of the property where the stock is kept;

(vi) the postal and residential addresses of the owner and of the
manager.

Approved manufacturers
34. The Director shall, by notice published in the Gazette, declare a

manufacturer to be an approvbd manufacturer of tags for the purposes of
ttris Act.

Manufacture and issue of tags
35. (1) An approved manufacturer shall not, without reasonable

excuse, issue a tag u-nless the issue is authorised in writing by the Director.

(2) A person other than an approved manufacturer shall not, without
reasonable excuse, make a tag.

Penalty: $1,000.

Tagging defined stock
36. (1) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse,-tag-defined

stock with apprbved tags otherwise than in the manner declared by the
Mnister by notice published in the Gazene.

Penalty: $1,000.

(2) A declaration takes effect-

(a) on the day on which the declaration is published in the Gazette; or
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(b) if a later day is specified in the declratiorr--+n that day.

(3) $ {eclaration is a disallowable instrument for the purposes of
section 10 of the Subordinate l-aws Act 1989.

Alteration,of tags
37. A person shall not alter an approved tag without reasonable

excuse.

Penalty: $1,000.

Tags to remain with carcasses
38. (fl n person who is a manager or other person in charge of an

abattoir shall keep, or cause to be kept, a tag with the carcass from which it
was removed until after the final inspection of the carcass on the slaughter
floor by a person authorised under the Meat Act 1931.

{Zl A person who is a manager or other person in charge of an abacoir
shall not, without reasonable excus€, contravene subsection(l).

Penalty: $1,000.

Records of untagged stock

- 39. (t)--A person who is a manager or other pe$on in charge of an
abattoir shall not, without reasonable excuse, fail io keep a recorii of any
defined stock delivered to the abattoir for slaughter thai is not tagged iir
accordance with subsection 36 (l).

Penalty: $2,000.

(2) A record kept under subsection (l) shall be in a form approved by
the Director.

Emergency tags
40. (f) Where-

(a) defined stock is rquired o be tagged under secrion 29; and
(b) a tag bearing the number allocated under section 33 to the own€r or

the previous owner is not readily available;
the Director shall, on payment of the determined fee, issue to the owner of
that stock, or his sr her agent, a tag bearing a number allocated under this
section.

@ Where the Director has issued a tag under subqection (1), he or she
shall enter the particulars specified under paragaph 33 (b) in the t"srto.

(3) The Director may allocate numbers for the purposes of this section.
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Cancellation of tag numbers
4L (f) Whene the Dircctor believes on reasonable grounds that a tag

number is no longerrequired for the purposes of compliance with this Act,
the Director may, by notice in writing served on the person to whom the tag
number was allocated, require that person, within 28 days after the date of
the notice, to show causc why the tag number should mt be cancelled.

(2) Where a notice has been served on a person under subsection (1),
ttrcDirecormay-

(a) after the expiration of the perid of 28 days after the date of the
notice; and

(b) after taking inO account any rcpr€sentation rnade by the person;

carrcel ttre tag number.

(3) Where the Director cancels a tag number under subsection (2), he
or she shall-

(a) remove the entry in the register made in respect of that number;
and

(b) revoke the authority given to an approved manufacturer in relation
to that number

(4) The revocation of an authorisation under subsection (3) takes effect
on the date of cancellation of the tag number under subsection (2).

Evidentiary certificates
42. In proceedings for an offence against subsection 29 (L), a

ccrtificate signed by the Director stating that at a specified time or during a
specified perid, a specified person had or had not been allocated a tag
number, is evidence of the matters so stated.

PART V_ENFORCEMENT

Division |-Preliminary

fnterpretation
43. In this Part-

30 "disease" rneans an exotic disease or an endemic stock disease.

Division 2-Powers of inspectors

Entry to premises
U. (f) If an inspector believes on reasonable grounds that it is

necessary-
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(a) to ascertain whether an animal, animal product or thing is, or
premises are, infected with a disease;

(b) in order to control the spread oJ a disease; or

(c) otherwise for the purposes of this Acq

the inspector may enter any premises-

(d) other than a dwelling-at any reasonable time;

(e) with the consent of the occuprec

(0 pursuant to a wdrant issued under section 46; or

(g) if the inspector believes, on reasonable grounds, that the
circumstances are of such seriousness and urgency as to require
immediate entry to the premises without the authority of a warranl

(2) Where an inspector enters premises pursuant to subsection (1), he
or she may enter the premises, with such assistance and by such force as is
reasonable.

(3) An inspector who enters premises under subsection (1) is not
authorised to remain on the premises if, on request by-

(a) the owner, or person in charge, of an animal on the premises; or

(b) the owner or occupier of the premises;

the inspector does not show his or her identity card to that person.

(4) For the purpose of exercising the power under subsection (l) in
relation to a vehicle, an inspector may stop and detain the vehicle.

Consent to entry
45. (1) Before obtaining the consent of a person for the purposes of

paragraph 44 (l) (e), an inspector shall-

(a) produce his or her identity card; and

(b) inform that person that he or she may refuse to glve consenL
(2) Where an inspector obtains the consent of a person for the

purposes ofparagraph 44 (l) (e), the inspector shall ask thatperson to sign
a written acknowledgment-

(a) of the fact that the person has been informed that he or she may
refuse to gtve consent;

of the fact that the person has volunurily given consent; and

of the day on which, and the time at which, that consent was
glven.
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(3) An entry by an inspector under paragnph-44 (1) (e) by virtue.of
the consent of a person, is not lawful unless that person voluntanly
consented to the entry.

(4) Where it is material, in any proceedings, for a court to be satisfied
of the voluntafy consent of a feison for ilre purpgqes of pafagrgP.h
44 (i) (e) and a'n acknowledgmdnt, in accordance with subsection (2),
sigrieil bi th" person is not produced in evidence, the-court shall assume,
otiless th6 coniary is provedl that the person did not volunarily give such a
consent.

Search warrants
46. (f) Where an information on oath is laid before a.Maaistrate

alleging ifrit * inspector has reasonable_ groirnds. for belie-ving -ihat. an
aniriatJanimal product or thing on specified premisgs is.infected with a
diseasEand the iilormation setsbut those gfounds, the Magisfate may issug
a search warrant authorising an inspectofnamed in the warrant, with such
assistance and by such forCe as is necessary and reasonable, to enter the
premises for the purpose of-

(a) searching for and seizing any animal, animal product or th1ng. gtat
the inspector believes on reasonable grounds is infected with a
disease; and

(b) exercising any of the powers referred to in section 47.

(2) A Magisnate shall not issue a warrant under subsection (1)
unless-

(a) the informant or some other person has given t9 thg -Magisnate,
either orally or by affidavit, such further information (if .any.) as the
Magistrate requires concerning the gfounds on which the issue of
the warrant is being soughq and

(b) the Magistrate is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for
issuing the warrant.

(3) There shall be stated in a warrant issued under this section-

(a) a statement of the purpose for which the warrant is issued, which
shall include a reference to the disease in relation to which the
entry is authorised;

(b) whether the entry is authorised to be made at any time of the day or
night or during Cpecified hours of the day or night; and

(c) a date upon which the warrant ceases to have effect (not being later
than 7 days after the date of issue of the warrant).
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Inspectors powers-general
47. (l) An inspector who enters premises in accordance with section

! ^uy, if he or she believes on reasonable grounds that it is necessary to
do so for the purposes of this Act-

(a) inspect the premises and any thing on the premises (including a
document or records);

(b) examine any animal on the premises;
(c) take. copies of, or an extract from, any document or records

relating te-

(i) an infected animal;

(ii) an animal which is kept or has been kept within an exotic
disease. quarantine area or an endemic stock disease
quarantme area; or

(iii) defined stock;

(d) take photographs or make films or videotapes of the premises or
any animal, anirnal product or thing on the premises;

(e) if the inspector believes on reasonable grounds that an animal, an
animal product, a vehicle or a thing may be infected with a
disease-

(i) seize the animal, animal product, vehicle or thing or direct
that it be detained on the premises;

(ii) take a sample from the animal, animal product, vehicle or
thing; or

(iii) use a test approved by the Director to determine the
existence of the disease;

O if the inspector believes on reasonable grounds that an animal, an
animal product, a vehicle or a thing may be connected with an
offence-seize the animal, animal product, vehicle or ttring;

(g) direct any person on the premises to give the inspector such
assistance as is reasonable to enable the inspector to ex-ercise his or
herpowers under this Act; or

(h) direct any person on the premises-

(i) to make available any documents kept on the premises;

(ii) to furnish information that the inspector believes on
reasonable grounds is connected with an offence; or
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(iii) to answer questions.

(21 A person is not required to comply with a direction under
paragiaph (i) (h) unless the inspector giving.the direction informs the
irt*n that a contravention of the direction constitutes an offence.

(3) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, contravene any
direction given, or fail to provide any information, documentq or records
requestediby an inspector under subsiction (1).

Penalty: $5,000 orimprisonment for 6 months.

(4) In subsection (1>-
"offgnce" means.*

. (a) any conduct engaged in, whether-constitutedlYanact or
omission, which there are reasonable grounds for believing
constitutes an offence under this Acq and

(b) an offence (within the meaning of paragraph (a)) which
there are reasonable grounds for believing has been, or will
be, committed.

Inspectors powers-travelling stock
48. (f) Where an inspector believes on reasonable grounds that the

owner, or person in charge, of travelling stock is contravening this Act, he
or she may detain the travelling stock until the provisions of this Act are
complied with.

(2) Where an inspector believes, on reasonable grounds that it is
necessary to do so for the purposes of this Act, he or she may-

(a) detain travelling stock for the pu{poses of examination to
determine whether the stock is or might be infected with a disease;
or

(b) in writing, direct the owner, or person in charge, of travelling
stock-

(i) to travel the stock to specified premises; or

(ii) to hold the stock on specified premises subject to any
conditions specified in the direction.

(3) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, contravene a
direction under paragraph (2) (b).

(4) Where an inspector has directed a person to hold stock on
specified premises under paragraph (2) (b), the person shall not, without
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reasonable excuse, cause or permit any stock to entcr or leave those
premises except wittr ttre uritten consent oi ttre Minister.

Penalty: $5,000.

Public notices
49. (r) The Minister may display such notices as he or she considers

necessary fo1 t!9 purposes of-this Act, within or near the boundary of an
endemic stock disease-quarantine area,or an exotic disease quarantirie area,
qn a public strieet which enters such an area, or at the'border of the
Territory.

(2) A notice displayed under subsection (l) shall be in a form
apprcved by the Minister.

. . (3) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, damage, interfere
with orremove a notice disqlaye{ in accordance with subsectioi (l), except
with the written consent of the Minister.

Penalty: $1,000.

Non-compliance with directions and cost recoyery

- 50. . (1) If- a person contravenes a direction given by an inspector
under this Act, ttre inspector rnay arrange for action to be uten to give effwt
to the direction.

(2) The reasonable costs incurred by an inspector under subsection
(l), ar.e a debt payable to the Territory by the person to whom the direction
was grven.

Division 3-Offences generally

Contravention of restrictions
51. A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, conravene a

restiction specifred in a declaration under section 14, 15 or23.

Penalty: $5,000 orimprisonment for 6 months.

Obstruction of inspectors
52. A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, hinder or obstnrct

an inspecor in the execution of his or her duty under ttris Act.

Penalty: $5,000 orimprisonment for 6 months.

Self-incrimination
53. (f) A person is not excused from making available documents or

ry.colds, furnishing information or answering questons in,compliance with
this Act on the ground that such action would tend to incriminate the person.

15

20

25

30

35

Anna AnderbergHewitt
Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel–also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



Animal Diseases Na. ,1993

(2) If, before producing any document, record or information or
answering any quesdbn in compliairce with this Act,-a person states that the
documeni re,-coid, informatiorior answer may tend to incriminate him or
h"r, th"n iny aocimJnt, record, information 9r-qnswgr obtained under this
Act, or any information or thing obtained directly or indirectly as a
Consequenie of that document, record, information or answer' is not
admissible in evidence against the person in criminal proceedings other than
proceedings relating to-

(a) the refusal or failure to produce any document, record or
information or to answer any question; or

(b). the furnishing of any document, record, information or answer
that is false or misleading.

Spreading disease
54. (1) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, knowingly

communicate a disease or disease agent to any animal.

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months.

(2) In this section-
"disease agent" means any prion, virus, - rickettsia, bacterium,

protozoon, fqngtls, helminih, arthropod, .insect. or other pathogen
or organsm thal is capable of causing a disease in an animal.

Use of vaccines etc.
55. A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, use on any

stock-
(a) a virus, vaccine or other biological product containing living

orgarusms; or

(b) for the purposes of diagnosis, a biological product which does not
contain living organisms;

except with the written consent of the Minister.

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months.

Abandoning infected animals or carcasses
56. The owner or person in charge of an infected animal or a carcass

of an animal shall not, without reasonable excuse-

(a) abandon, or permit to stray, the infected animal; or

(b) leave, of cause or permit to be left, rhe carcass of the animal, on or
adjacent to a publii: road or in or adjacent to a creek orwater hole.

Penalty: $5,000.
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Selling infected animals

^^ 57. A -person shall not, without rpasonable excuse, knowingly sell or
offer for sale or p{chase an animal infected with a disease, excep with the
written consent of the Minister and in accordance with'any ionditions
specified in the consenl

Penalty: $5,000 or imprisonment for 6 months.

Interference with structures

. 5!. A. person shall not, without reasonable excuse, damage or
interfere with a ga!e, fence or other stnrctut€ being used to contain ariimats
for the purposes of this Act, except with the written consent of the Minister
and in accordance with any conditions specified in the consent.

Penalry: $500.

Corporations-penalties
59. where a body corporate is convicted of an offence against this Act,

the penalty that the -cou4 may impose is a fine not exceeding 5 times the
maximum amount that, but for this section, the court couldimpose as a
pecuniary penalty for that offence.

PART VI-MISCEI,LANEOUS

Certificate of freedom from disease
60. (r) The owner or occupier of premises may apply to the Minister

in writing for a declaration tha1tl19 prenises are not infecteri with a specified
exotic disease or endemic stock disease.

(2) If the Minister is satisfied that the premises to which an application
under subsection (l) relates ar€ not infected-with the specified exofri disease
9r endemiq stock disease, he or she shall, in writing, ieniry the premises to
be free of the disease on the day of the certification.

(3) In proceedings for an offence against this Act, a certificate issued
under this seg$on, lrating that on a specified day, specified premises were
free of a specified disease, is evidence of the matiers so stated:

Review of decisions
61. (l) Application may be made to the Tribunal for a review of a

decision of the Minister-

(a) making or refusing to make a detErmination under subsection
18 (3) or 28 (3);

(b) making a direction under section 24;
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(c) l"^f,rying to glve ggnry1nr pn4er section 26, subsection 4g (4) or
49 (3) or section 55, 52 or 58; or

(d) refusing to issue a oertificatc under section 60.

a| Application may be made to the Tribunal for a review of a decision
of the Director-

(a) rcfusing o allocate 3 tag numtler under section 33; or
(b) cancelling a tag number under section 41.

Notification of decisions
62. (1, wherc the Minister or the Direcor makes a decision of the

kind referred to in subsection 61 (1) or (2), the Minister or the Director, as
the.cary requires, shall, within 28 days after the date of the decision, give
rloqcg in writing of the decision to the person in respect of whom-the
docision was made.

(2) Anotice shall-

(a) include a statenrent to the effect thag subject ro the Ad,ministrative
Appeals Tributul Act 1989, an applicaiion rnay be made to the
Tribunal fuarreview of the decisiory and

(b) except wherg subsection 26 (ll) of that Act applies-include a
stat€ment to the effect that a person whose interests are affected by
the decision may request a statenpnt pursuant to section 26 of thit
AcL

^ .- (3) The validiE of -a decision shall not be taken to be affected by a
failure to comply with subsection (2).

Iletermination of fees
25 63. The Minister may, by notice published in the Gazette, determine

fccs for the purposes of this Act.

Regulations
U. (l) Th-e. Executive may make regulations, not inconsistent with

this Acg presctibing rnanerF

30 (a) requiredorpermitted by this Act o be prescribed; or
(b) nggelyry. -or convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving

effect o this Act.
(2) Without limiting the gcnerality of subsection (1), the regulations

may make provision in relation to-

Artnal Diseases No. ,1993
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(b) the conditions under which stock may be brought into the
Tenitory;

(c) the inspection of stock brought into the Tenitory;

(d) the prevention of the introduction of endemic stock diseases into,
or tfre spread of endemic stock diseases within, the Territory;

(e) the regulation and control of the use of semen in the artificial
insemination of stock;

(0 the detention, treatment, inoculation or isolation of any stock in an
endemic stock disease quarantine area;

(g) the movement of any stock within, into, or out of, any endemic
stock disease quarantine area;

(h) the seizure and destruction of infected stock;

6; the subjection of stock to such restrictions or remedial measures as
are dedmed necessary to prevent the introduction or spread of
endemic stock diseases;

(k) the treatment or disinfection of any premises, animal product,
carcass or thing likely to spread endemic stock diseases;

(m) ttre branding of infected stock;

(n) the closing of any road in or adjacent to an endemic stock disease
quarantine area 6r the erection of fences or gates across aqy roqd
fbr ttre purpose of regulating or preventing the movement of stock;
and

(p) the methods of diagnosis and discovery of endemic stock diseases.

(3) The regulations may prescribe penalties not exceeding $1,000 for
offences against the regulations.25

30

PART VII-TRANSITIONAL

Interpretation
65; In this Part- i'
"commencement day" means the day on which this Act (other than

sections 1 and 2) commences;
"repealed Actn'means the Srock Diseases Act 1933.

Stock
66. A declaration under paragraph 4 (1) (b) of the repealed Act, in

force immediately before ttre commencenrent day, shall on and after that day
35 be taken to be a declaration under paragraph 2l (L) (a) of tttis Acr
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Continuation of appointment of Director and inspectors
67. (1) A person who held the office of Director of veterinarv

Hygiene under secrion 4A of the repealed Act immediately before tht:
cornmencement day, shall on and afler that day be taken tb have been
appointed, subject to the same terrns and conditioirs, under section 5 of this
Act.

. (2)-. A p"..�to-n who was an Inspector under section 5 of the repealed Act
immediately before the commenc-ement day, shall on and after that day be
taken to have been appointed, subject to the same tenns and conditions,
under section 8 of this Act"

(3) An identification card issued undgr section 5A of the repealed Act
to an Inspector referred to in subsection (2), shall on and- after the
co-rnmencement day be taken to be an identity card issued under section 10
of this Act.

Direction for the destruction of stock
68. An order under subsection 8 (1) of the repealed Act that has not

been executed before the commencement day, shall continue in force on and
after that 4ay,_and section 8 of the repealedAct shall continue to apply on
and after that day in relation to the order.

Compensation for stock

. 69. Wh€re, before the commencement day, stock was destroyed under
subsection 8 (l) of the repealed Act and agreement had not beeh reached
between the owner and an inspector under subsection 8 (3) of the repealed
Act before qat dgv, subsection 8 (3) of the repealed Act continues to apply
on and after ttrat day in relation to that stock

Declaration of defined stock
70. A declaration under section l1B of the repealed Act, in force

immediately gefgre the commencement day, shall on and after that day be
taken to be a declaration under section 30 of ttris Act.

Continuing register
71. The register to be kept under section 31 of this Act is a

continuation of the register kept under section 1lC of the repealed Act.

Application for a stock tag number
72. An application under secrion llD of the repealed Act before the

cornmencement day that has not been determined before that day, shall on
and after that day be taken to be an application under section 32 of this Act.

Stock tag numbers
73. 4 tug number allocated under section I lE or l lM of the repealed

Act that has not been cancelled before the commencement day, shall on and

l5

20

25

30

35

t _

Anna AnderbergHewitt
Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel–also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



28 Aninul Diseases No. ,1993

SCHEDULE

. ACTS REPEALED

Stock Diseases Act 1933

Stock Diseases Act 1939

Stock Diseases Act 1958

Stock Diseases Act 1959

Stock Diseases Act 1976

Stock Diseases (Amendment) Act 1988

Stock Diseases (Arnendment) Act t99t

10

after that day be taken to have been allocated under section 33 or 40 of this
Act, respectively.

Manufacturers
74. A declaration under section I lF of the repealed Act, in force

immediately before the commencement.day, th4l on and after that day be
taken to be I declaration under section 34 of tttis Act.

Authority to issue tags
75. An authorisation under subsection 1lG (1) of the repealed Act, in

force immediately befo.re the commencenrent day-,_shall o^nand.after that day
be taken to be an-authofisation under subsection 35 (1) of this Act.

Manner of tagging defined stock
76. A declaration under section l lH of the repealed Act, in force

immediately before thp commencement day, -shall on and after that day be
taken to be I declaration under section 36 of this Act.

Cancellation of tag numbers
77. Where a notice under subsection 1lN (1) of the repealed Act was

served before the commencernent day and the period of 28 days specifiedin
the notice has not expired before that day, the notice shall on and after the
cornmencement day be taken to be a notice under subsection 4l (1) of this
Act and to have been served under subsection 4l (l) of this Act.

Evidentiary certificates
78. Section 1lP of the repealed Act continues to apply in relation to a

contravention, before the commencement day, of subsection l lA (1) of the
repealed Act.
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