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Objects
3. The objects of this Act are-
(a) t'o enable persons with disabilities to receive the scnrices necessarv

to enable them to achieve their ma:cimum potential ", -.*u"r#r
the community;

(b) o enable persons with disabilitics to receive services that-
(i) further their integration into the community and

complement services available generally o personiin the
community;

(ii) enable them to achicve a betrcr qualiry of life includine
increased indgpendence, employmenr opporronitJi anE
integration in the community; ind-

(iii) are,g.rovided in ways that promop i4 the community a
posruve rmage of persons with disabilities and enhance
their sclf-esteem;

(c) to ensure that the quality of lifc achieved by persons with
disabilities as the result of ihe services provided lior'them is taken
into account in the granting of financial issistance for ttLeprovision
of those services;

(d) to encoura_ge innovation in the provision of services for persons
with disabitities; and

(e) to. prwide.L system to qdminister funding in respect of persons
with disabilirics that is flexible and respo-nsivc t6 ttre ncias ano
aspirations of those persons;

and this Act shall be constnred and administsed acco'rdingly.

Interpretation
tl. In this Actn unless the contrary intention app€ars_
"disability", in rcspect of a person, means a disability_

(a) which is atribuable to an intellectual, psychiatric, sensory
or physical impairment or a combiiration of thos6
impairments;

O) which is pennanent or likely to be perrnanenE
(c) which resuls in-

35
(i) a substantially reduced capacity of thE person for

communication, leaming or-rrnbility; and 
-
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Disability Semices No. ,1991

(ii) the necd for continuing support services; and

(d) which may or nury not bc of a chronic episodic nature;
"grant means a grant uder subsection 5 (1);
"grantce", in the case of an agreement enter€d into by a person on behalf

of an cganisation that is an unincorporated assoqiation, means the
organisation and that pcrEon, severally;

"organisation" means a body (whether or not incorporated) and
includes-

(a) an administrative unitof the hblic Service; or

(b) an authority of the Territory;

but does not include a body that is canied on for the purpose of
profit or gain o ia individual rnembers;

"provider of senrices" means-

(a) a person who providcs services to a person with
disabilities (whether or not those pcrsons are related); or

(b) an organisation that provides sewices to persons with
disabilities;

"rcscarch and dwelopment activity" means-

(a) research with respect to the provision of services for
persons with disabilities;

O) investigation of the need for services for persons with
disabilities;

(c) investigation of the effects of providing services to persons
wittr disabilities;

(d) planning for provision of services for persons with
disabilities;

(e) thc development of proposals for the provision of senrices
for persons with disabilities;

(0 the initiation of services for persons with disabilities;

(g) the development or implementation of training programs
for-

(i) persons engaged in the provision of services; or
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Disability Serydces No.  ,1991

(ii) the families of, and other persons who provide care
for or assistance to, pcrsons with disabilities; or

(h) any other activities approved under scction 8;
'tesearchcr" means a person, or an organisation, conducting research

and dwelopment activities.

Act binds Crown
5. This Act binds the Clown.

Financial assistance for providers of services
6. (1) The Minister may approve grants of financial assistance to-

(a) a providcr of services;

(b) a person with a disability; or
(c) a rescarcher;

subject to the prospective grantee entering into an agreement with the
Minister under section 7.

(2) The Minister shall not approve a grant unlcss satisfief

(a) that the grant would funher the principles set our in Schedule I and
comply with any guidelines referred o in paragraph l0 (1) (a); ana

(b) that the programs and services funded by the grant would compiy
with the requiremcnts s€t out in Schedule 2.

Terms and conditions
7. (L\ A person or an organisation may not receive a grant unless the

person or organisation enters into an agreement with ttre Minister in writing
regarding thc terms and conditions on which the grant is to bc made.

(2) The reference in subsection (1) to an agreement benpeen the
Minister and an organisation includcs, in the case of an unincorporated
association, an agreement benveen thc Minister and a person on bchalf of
the organisation.

(3) An agrecment rcferred to in subsection (lF

(a) if it relates to the provision of services*shall specify the
objectives to be achieved by or in relation to the person receiving
the se,nrices; and

(b) may include provisions relating to the payment by the grantee to
the Minister of an arnount equal to thc amount of the gfimt or part
of the grant in the event of a contravention of a term or condition.
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Disability Scr:r./r'cs No.  ,1991

(4) An agreement refenpd to in subsection (1) is subject to thc
condition thu the grante€ shall comply with any guidelines referred to in
paragraph 10 (1) O) nat are ap'plicable to the gante€.

(5) A rcfercnce in an agrecment refErred to in subscction (1) to a
condition includcs thc conilition mentioncd in subacction (4).

Review of effectiveness of grants
8. At intenrals not excceding 5 years, the Minister shall review the

extent to which-

(a) a gnntee has fulfilled ttre terms and conditions of grans received
by the grantee; arxt

(b) the objectives sp€cificd in the terms urd conditions of a grant have
been achieved

Approval of activities
9. (1) The Minister rnay, by instrument, approve an activity for the

ptrrposes of paragraph (h) of the definition of "r€searrh and development
activity" in section 3.

(2) An instnrment under subsection (1) is a disallowable instnrment for
the purposes of section l0 of the Subordimu Lcws Act 1989.

Guidel ines
f0. (1) The Ministe,! may, by instnrment published in the Gazette,

issue guidelines, not inconsistent with this Aa relating to-

(a) thc rnaking of grants; or
(b) the detailed application and implications of the principles set out in

Schedule I and the requircmene set out in Schedule 2.

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (l), guidelines may
make provision in relation to-

(a) the terms and conditions on which a grant should be made;

(b) the manner of calculating grants; or
(c) thc timing of paymcnts.

30 (3) A guideline shall be of a general nature and shall not be limited to
apply only to a particular person or body.

(4) An instrument issued under subsection (l) is a disallowable
instnrment for the purposes of section 10 of the Subordinate Laws Act
1989.
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l0

Transitional
il. (1) This section, unless s@ner rcpeared, shalr cease to be in forceafter3l December 1994.'
(2) Nonvittrstanding subsection 6 (2), where thc Minister is satisfied_
(a) that.a.-grant o.a provider of senrices in rclation to a person with adisabitity would 

-Ue 
in ttrc interestsoitr;it;d;;*

(b) that the proyrder wourd take.adequarc steps to ensure that theprograms and scrvices funded blthb grant wbuu compry *ia rd;requircmen$ ser out in Schedulib &T---
(c) that the .g1a1t _would comply with any guidelines referrcd to inparagaph l0 (t) (a);

the Ministcr may approve thc granr

Dkability Semices No. I99T

SCHEDULE I
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Subrcctiqr 6 (2)

l .

z .

J .

4 .

5.

HUMAN RIGTTTS PRINCIPLES TO BE FI.JRTITERED IN RELATION TO PEOPLE
WTruDISABILITIES

AII people wittr cisauitities ue individuats who have rhe inherent right to respect fortheir human worth and digniry.

People wirh disab'iti11whateyl dre origin, narur, rype- or degree of disab'iry,have the same basic human rigtrs as-ofier'rnemuerJil r*t""r, io shourd becnabled to exercise the.sc basic hurnan Agis.
kople wirh dissbiliries 

F:r * san-re righs as other mernbss of society b realisetheir individual caoacides for pt ysiia,l" ,o"i"f, emodonal and intellectualdevelrynent

People with dirabilities-ard caers of peqle wilh ,ricabiliries have the sarne righr asother mernbers of society o scr'ices .ir,iir, *ir *rye"n il,Ji "t"iin-g ",*onablequality of life.

People wirh rtisabilitio.to_r: 
{" Fr" right as orher members of society !o makeand actively participarc in the decisions irrict "rret rheir lives and are endtled toappropriate and necessary supporr o enable p"rti"rp"tioi ii]iirotion _aimplunenanion of rhe decisions wnictr affeci tieir tives.

People wittr disabilities have. the same right as otlrcr mernbers of society b receivesenices in a manner which results in-thJeag rcstriction of their rights andopportunities

People wirh disabilities have ,fu oT" righr of p'nuit of any grievance in rerationo sen iccs as havc other mernbers of sociity. 
--7 .
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Di:tabittty Sentbcs No. ,1991

SCHEDULE l<ontinued

g. Feople wirh disabilities who wish b puFu€ a gievancc also have the right to-
)rce

d-

r h a

t for

ility,
t b e

lrt as
able

(a) adpquste stppqt o enable pursrit of tlre grierrarre; and

o) be able to punile thc gricvance witlrout fearof discontinuation of services or

recriminadonftomanypersorrofagencywhomaybcalfectedbyorinvolved
in the pursrit of the grievance.

the
the SCHEDULE 2 Subrcctio 6 (2)

) m REQUIREMENTS To BE CoMPI,IED wrTH IN RELATIoN To THE DESIGN AI\ID

IMpT EMENTATION OrinOAn tUS AI'ID SERVICES REI-ATING TO PEOPLE
WITII DISAEILITIES

services should have as their focrs dre achievement of a beuer quality of-life for

doie *itf, Oisatitities, s'ctr as incfeascd independence, educatisr and unployment

fini'turnities and inagration into th€ community'

Senrices sfrould curtrilute O eruuring that the conditiors of everyday life of people

wirh disabilitics ,r" ttrc orn" as, or i close as possible to, rhe conditions of every'

day life enjoyed in the gerrr:rl community'

services should be provided as part of local co-ordinated service sysEms ud be

;;er"r;;t,h ,"rri.", g"n"orfy r"ailable 1o mernbers of rhe community where

possible.

services srrould be ailored to meet ttre individrul needs and goals of people with

disabilitics

hograms and senrices should be designed urd adminis€r€d so as to meet the needs

of oeoole wirh disabi[d;;; may ex-perierrce aOOitiot ut disadvantage as a result of

,h"'ir;;, .tf,ni. otigin, physical iiotaiion or Aboriginality'

services should bc designed and adminisrered so as !o promgP

;;-"-;d;;; oi' "ia enhance the image of' people with

Programsandservicesslrouldbedesignedandadminisrcredsoastopromotethe
nsticiouion of pcople *iir a*liiitiei in the life of thc local community through

il;ffrfr phitiia i"o social integration in thatcommunity'

Programsandservicesshouldbedesignedandadministeredsoi|stoen$uethatno
single organi.ation p.ii&ii;d;;;*tt* control over all or most aspects of

ne tife of a person with disabilities.

Organisarions p'mviding serrrices, whether those services are povided specifically to

oeonle with disabiliti"'r? gr"lt"ffi b rhe communiry, ihould malce available

#".il;"d;'fr;;ilh *,t.i-titv of tt'eit services can beiudged'

Programsandsewiccsshouldbedesignedurdadminiseredsoastoprovide
liia'*";".J ro, p"opre *itt oisaoitities to reach goals and gryv llfeswtes which

are valued by ne mmmunity generally urd are appropriate o their age'

1 .

6 (2)

LE

rlise
itual

3 .

4.

5 .

6.

7 .

E.

9 .

Programs and
recognition of
disabilities.
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Disability Services No.  ,1991

SCHEDULE 2--continued
services should be desiped and administered so as to eruure that people with
disabilities have access to advocacy support where neccssary !o ensure adequate
panicipation in docision*naking about thc services they rcceive.

hograms and scrvices sttould be desigxrcd and administered so as to ensure that
ryro,priate avcnrEs cxist for people with disabilitbs o raise and hara resolved any
griwances about services.

Services should be designed and administered so as to provide people with
disabilities with, and encouragc ttrem o matc use of, avenucs for continuing
participation in the planning and operation of ssvices which they receive. I;
particular, programs and services provided to penpns yith disabilities by the
Teniory ard orgnnisations strould provide opponunitics for consultation in rehtion
o the dcveloprnent of malx policy and pmgram clranges.

Pr,ognms and services should be designed ard administcred so as to respect ttre
rights of pcople with aisabilities ro privacy and confidentidity.
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