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OUTLINE 

The purpose of this Act is to provide a legislative basis in regard the 
performance of an abortion; to establish the circumstances in which an 
abortion may and may not be performed; and to require the provision of 
certain information to the woman and to the Minister. 

CLAUSE NOTES 

Clauses 1 and 2 are formal requirements. They refer to the short title of the 
Bill and specify that the Act will commence upon being notified in the Gazette. 

Clause 3 contains the meanings of important terms which are used 
throughout the Act. 

Clause 4 states that an abortion may only be performed in an approved 
facility except in the instance of a medical emergency. 

Clause 5 states the circumstances under which an abortion may and may not 
be performed. firstly, an abortion may be performed at any time during 
pregnancy where it is necessary to avert substantial and irreversible 
impairment of a major bodily function. Secondly, an abortion may be 
performed during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy where a woman is subject 
to grave psychiatric risk. In both instances, the medical practitioner is to take 
all reasonable steps to ensure a live delivery if the foetus is capable of 
surviving. 

Clause 6 contains the procedure for assessing a medical or psychiatric 
condition. Except in the case of a medical emergency, a woman may only be 
regarded to have either condition if two medical practitioners agree in writing 
on the assessment - one of whom is required to be a specialist in the relevant 
field. 

Clause 7 states that the probable gestational age of the foetus is to be 
determined using ultrasound techniques by a medical practitioner not 
employed or associated with an abortion facility. 

Clause 8 requires that certain relevant verbal and written information is 
offered to a woman who is proposing to have an abortion. Any pamphlets 
which are provided must firstly be approved by the Minister to ensure that it is 
unbiased an non-judgemental in regards to its appearance and content. 
There is to be no charge for these pamphlets. This section does not apply in 
the case of a medical emergency. 
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Clause 9, except in the case of a medical emergency, requires a woman to 
provide consent in writing that she is proposing to have an abortion. Where a 
woman is a child under the age of 18 years consent must be provided by 
either a parent or the Director of Children's Services if the child is subject to a 
Residential Order. 

Clause 10 provides for a minimum 72 hour "cooling off' period between the 
time consent is given by a woman and the performance of her abortion in 
order to allow sufficient time to consider the verbal and written information 
which had been provided to her under clause 8. 

Clause 11 establishes various offences and penalties under this Act. 

Clause 12 states that no person or body is under any legal obligation to in 
anyway perform, or to assist in the performance of, an abortion. 

Clause 13 states that under this Act or section 43 of the Crimes Act 1900 the 
name of any woman who has had, or attempted to have had, an abortion is to 
be suppressed unless she agrees to the contrary. 

Clause 14 provides for Ministerial approval of the pamphlets provided for 
under subsection 8 (2). 

Clause 15 requires each approved facility to provide certain information in the 
form of an annual report to the Minister within three months after the end of 
each financial year. The Minister is required to table a copy of the report 
before the Legislative Assembly within five sitting days of receiving it. 

Clause 16 provides that the Executive may make regulations for the 
purposes of this Act. 

This Act has no financial implications for the Territory. 
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