
No. 57 of 1976 

AN ORDINANCE 

To amend the Legislative Assembly Ordinance 1936. 

I, T H E G O V E R N O R - G E N E R A L of the Commonwea l th of Austra l ia , 
act ing wi th the advice of the Federa l Execut ive Counci l , hereby m a k e 
the following Ord inance under the Seat of Government (Administra­
tion) Act 1910 . 

Da ted this fourth day of November , 1976. 

J O H N R. K E R R 
Governor -Genera l . 

By His Excellency's C o m m a n d , 

A . A . S T A L E Y 
Minis ter of State for the Capi ta l Terr i tory. 

L E G I S L A T I V E A S S E M B L Y ( A M E N D M E N T ) O R D I N A N C E 1976 

1. ( 1 ) This Ord inance may be cited as the Legislative Assembly 
(Amendment) Ordinance 1976 .* 

2 . In this Ord inance , " Principal Ord inance " means the Legislative 
Assembly Ordinance 1936. f 

3 . Section 4 of the Principal Ord inance is amended by omi t t ing 
sub-section ( 3 ) and subst i tut ing the following sub-sec t ion :— 

" ( 3 ) Subject to this Ord inance , the term of office of a person as 
a m e m b e r — 

( a ) commences on the day on which the person is declared, 
in accordance with regulat ion 61 of the Legislative 
Assembly (E lec t ion ) Regula t ions , to have been elected 
at an election of members of the Assembly; and 

( b ) ends at the expirat ion of the period of three years com­
mencing on that day or on the day appointed for the poll­
ing at the next succeeding election of members of the 
Assembly, whichever is the sooner ." . 

* N o t i f i e d in t h e Australian Government Gazette o n 10 N o v e m b e r 1976 . 
t O r d i n a n c e N o . 4 9 , 1 9 3 6 , a s a m e n d e d b y N o . 17, 1 9 3 7 ; N o . 3 0 . 1 9 3 8 ; N o . 12, 1 9 4 5 ; N o . 6, 1 9 5 1 ; N o . 9 , 1 9 5 2 ; 

N o s . 5 a n d 7, 1 9 5 7 ; N o s . 8 a n d 9 , 1 9 5 9 ; N o . 2 0 , 1 9 6 1 ; N o . 13 , 1 9 6 2 ; N o . 2 , 1 9 6 5 ; N o . 14 , 1 9 6 6 ; N o . 6 , 1 9 6 7 ; 
N o . 2 6 , 1 9 6 9 ; N o s . 13 a n d 2 1 , 1 9 7 3 ; a n d N o s . 2 1 , 2 4 , 2 8 , 3 6 a n d 4 4 , 1 9 7 4 . 
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4. Section 6 of the Principal Ordinance is amended by omitting 
sub-sections (5) and (6) and substituting the following sub-sections:— 

" (5) A member of the Assembly shall be deemed to have vacated 
his office if— 

(a) he becomes of unsound mind; 
(b) he is convicted in Australia of an offence punishable by 

imprisonment for 1 year or longer; or 
(c) he is absent, except on leave granted by the Assembly, 

from 4 consecutive meetings of the Assembly. 
" (6) A member of the Assembly may, by writing signed by him 

and delivered to the President, resign his office. 

" (7) The President shall notify the Minister of each resignation 
under sub-section (6 ) . " . 

5. Section 7 of the Principal Ordinance is amended by omitting 
sub-sections (11) and (12) and substituting the following sub­
sections:— 

" (10A) Where— 
(a) there is a vacancy in the office of Chairman of Committees; 
(b) the Chairman of Committees has been absent from the 

Territory for a period exceeding 7 days; or 
(c) the Chairman of Committees is, for any reason, unable 

to act, 
sub-section (10) has effect as if a reference in that sub-section to the 
Chairman of Committees were a reference to a member of the Assembly 
elected for the purposes of this sub-section by the members of the 
Assembly at a meeting of the Assembly. 

" ( 1 1 ) Where, in pursuance of sub-section (10) or (10A ) , the 
Chairman of Committees or a member of the Assembly, as the case 
may be, exercises a power or performs a function, this Ordinance applies 
as if the power had been exercised, or the function had been per­
formed, as the case may be, by the President. 

" (12) If, at an election held for the purposes of this section, there 
is an equality of votes, the votes of the members of the Assembly shall 
again be taken, whereupon, if there is again an equality of votes, the 
election shall be decided by lot.". 

6. Section 8 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed and the following 
section substituted:— 

" 8 . (1) The first meeting of the Assembly after an election shall be 
convened by the Minister on a date not later than 1 month after the 
declaration of the poll for that election. 

" (2) The Minister shall convene a meeting in accordance with sub­
section (1) by giving to each of the members of the Assembly notice in 
writing of the date on which, and the time and place at which, the 
meeting is to be held. 
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" (3) A notice under sub-section (2) may be given to a member of 
the Assembly by sending the notice by post to the member at his last 
known address. 

" (4) The Assembly shall meet at such other times as it determines 
but so that an interval longer than 3 months does not occur between 
any 2 consecutive meetings. 

" (5) At a meeting of the Assembly, 10 members constitute a 
quorum.". 

7. Section 9 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed. 

8. Section 12 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed. 

9. Section 15 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed. 
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