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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

DOG CONTROL ACT 1 ~75 

An Act relating ~ the Keeping and Control of Pogs 

PART I-PRELIMINARY 

Short title 
i. This Act may be cited as the Dog Control Act 1975.1 

Coinmencement 
2. This Act IihaU come into operation ·on a date to be fixed by the 

Minister by notice in the Gazette.' .. 

Repeal 
. 3. The Ordinances specified in ihe Schedule [0 this Act are repealed. 

Saving of existing registrations 
4. Notwithstanding the repeal effected by ~tion 3-:- . 

(a) each dog that, immediately before the comme1:t~ment of this Act, 
was registered under tbcDogs Registration Ordinance 1926-1:967 
shall be deemed to have been registered under this Act as if this 
Act had been in operation when the dog was registered; and 

(b)· the period of registration shall, for the purposes of this Act, be 
deemed to have commenced on the anniv~ of lheregisttation 
that occum:d immediately before the commencement of this Act 
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2 Dog Control Act 1975 

Interpre~tion 

S. (1) In this Act. unless the contrary intention appears- ' 
., , 

"blind person" ineans a person who is totally or partially blind; 

"certificate of registration" means a ccttificatc of registration issued 
under the Dogs Registration Ordinance 1926-1967. under 
subsection 12 (I) or under su~ection IS (3); 

"de8fperson" means a person who is totally or partially deaf; 

''Deputy Registrar" means a perspn appointed under subsection 6 (2); 

"domestic animal" means an animal kept as a domestic pet;' 

"rarm-anim~" means a horse. neat, sheep, goat or pig. or a bird 
included in the (:lass of birds cOll1Ii)only known as poultry; 

"guide dog" means a dog that has been trained in the guidance of the 
b1ind,and is, or is to be, used for the guidance of a blind person; 

, , 

~'hearing dog" means a dog that has been trained in the assistance of the 
deaf and is, or is to be, used for the assistance of a deaf person; 

"inspector" means a person appointed ~nder subsection 7 (1); . 

"pensioner" has the same meilning as in the Rates and Land Rent 
. (Relief) Act 1970; . 

"premises" includes land; 

''public place" means-

. (a) any place to which the public has access; or 

(b) any place th~t the public m;ly use, 

and includes-' 

(c) unoccupi~ land; 

(d) the grounds of a school; and 

(e) the grounds C?f a day ~ursery. kindergarten or other place 
for the reception of children; 

''register'' means the register kept under this Act; , 

. ''registered'' means egistered. or deemed to have been registered. under 
. this A~ and ''registration'' has a corresponding meaning; 

"registered veterinary surgeon" means a person registered as a 
velerinary surgeon in a State or Territory of Aus~ia; 
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Dog C"ntrol Act 1975 3 

"Registrat'~ means the person appointed under subsection 6 (1); 

"registration tag" means a registration tag issued under subsection 12 
(1) or a :registration disc issued under the Dogs Registration 
Ordinance 1926-1967; " 

"residential unit"means a building, or a part of a building: that is used 
as a single dwelling;" " 

"unemployed person" means a person to whom there is being paid an 
unemployment benefit under the Social Securitj Act 1947 of the 
Conunonwea1th •. 

(2) Ig Ii case where-

(a) a dog is owned by a person under the age of 16 years; and 

(b) that persOn resides witb hi~/parents. one of his parents or his 
guardian, -..; . 

tne parents. the parent with whom hel,esides or the guardian, as the case 
requires. shall. for the purpose of this Act, be deemed to be the keeper of 
the dog. 

(3) A reference in a provision of this Act to a prescribed fee shall be 
read as a reference to the fee determined under section 40A for the purposes 
of that provision. 

Registrar and Deputy Registrar " 
6. (1) The Minister may, by instrument in writing, appoint a person 

to be the Registrar of pogs for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) The Minister may. by instniment in writing, appoint such Deputy 
Registrars of Dogs asile considers necessary for the purposes ~f this Act 

(~) A Peputy Registrar may exercise such of the powers, and shall 
perfonn such of the duties, of the Registrar as the Minister directs. 

(~) A power exercised or duty performed by a Deputy ~egistrar in 
accordance With Subsection (3) shall. for the purposes of this Act, be 
deemed to have been e~ercised or perfonned by the Registrar .. 

Appointment of inspectors 
7. (1) The Minister may, by instrument in writing, appoint such 

ins~tors as lJe considers necessary for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) An inspector shall perform such duties as the Registrar directs or 
as are prescribed. 

" (3) The Registrar and a Deputy Registrar each have the powers of an 
inspector. 
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4 Dog COlllrol Act 1975 

PART II-REGISTRATION OF ·DOGS 

Register 
·8. (1) ·The Registtar sball keep a register for the purpose of this AcL 

(2) The register book kept under the Dogs Registration Ordinance 
192~ is incorporated with. and shall fonn part of, the register referred 
to in subsection (1) •. 

Application lor registration 
9. (1) An application for f;cgistration of a dog shall-

(a) be made in writing, in accordance with a form made available by 
the Registtar. by the keeper of the dog;· . 

(b) state--

(i) 

. (ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

the name and address of the applican~ 

that the applicant has, if such is the case, attained the age of 
18 years or, if the applicant has not attained that age, his 
age; 

the breed of the dog or, if the breed is unknown, a 
description of the· dog; . 

the age of the dog; 

the sex of the dog; 

(vi) the colour and distinctive markings (if any) of the dog; 

(vii) the address where the dog is ordinarily kept; 

(viii) whether the dog is sterile; and 

(ix) whether the dog is a guide dog or a hearing dog; 

(e) be lodged at the office of the Registrar; and 

(d) except in the case of-

(i) an application by a pensioner or an unemployed person; or 

(ii) an application for the registration of a dog that is a guide 
dog or a hearing dog, 

be accompanied by the prescribed fee for the registration of the 
dog.· . . 

(2) Where a dog is sterile, an application for registration of the dog 
shall be accompanied by-
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(a) in a case in which the dog has been sterilized by a registered 
veterinary surgeon- . . 

(i) a certificate of thai veterinary surgeon given on the basis of . 
that sterilization to the effect that the dog is sterile; or 

(ii) if the applicant is unable to obtain such a certificate, a 
statUtory declaration made by the applicant stating that the 
dog is sterile and stating the reason why the applicant is 
unable to obtain such a certificate; and 

(b)'· in any other CBSC-a cenificate of a registered veterinary surgeon 
. to the effect that the dog is sterile. . ' .. 

Registration 
10. (1) Subject to subsection (3), and to section 11. upon receiving 

an application in accordance with section 9 from the keeper of a. dog,. the 
Regis~ shall register the dog by entering in the register-' 

(a) the particulars relating to the dog stated iIi the application; 

(b) tJ:te registration number allotted in respect of the dog; 

(c) if the. dog is a guide dog or a hearing dog, a statement to that 
effect; 

(d) the name and address of the keeper of the dog; and 

(e) the dale on w~ich the period of registration .expires. 

(2.) Subject to this Act, every registration, and every renewal of 
registration, remains in force for a period of one year. 

(3) If the Registrar is not satisfied that the dog is a guide dog or a 
hearing dog, he may refuse to register the dog until the prescribed fee for the . 
registration of the dog has been paid 

Certificate of registration and tag 
12.. (1) Upon registering a. dog, the Registrar shall issue to the 

keeper of the dog a certificate of registration of the dog and a registration tag 
for the dog. . 

(2) A certificate of registration of a dog shall st~te-

(a)' the registration number allotted in respect of the dog; 

(b) the breed and colour of the dog; 

(c) whether the dog is a guide dog or a hearing dog; 

(d) the name and address of the keeper of the dog; and 
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6 Dog Conri'ol Acl197S 

(e) the date on which the period of registration expires. 

(3)' A registration tag for a dog shall bear the registration number 
allotted in respect of the dog. . 

Renewal of registration. . 
13. (1) Subject to this section, the Registrar shall, on payment of the 

prescribed fee, renew the registration of a dog. : 

(2) Where-

(a) a dog has been sterilized; or 

(b) a matter' stated in the application for registration of a dog is no 
.longer true, 

the keeper of the dog shall, 'on paying the prescribed fee! infonn the 
Registrar of that fact and, in the case of a dog that has been ·sterilized. 
produce to the Registrar a certificate or statutOlydeclaration, as the case may 
be, that would be required under subsection 9 (2) if the dog were then being 
registered. . 

(3) No fee is payable in respect of the renewal of the registration of a 
dog-' 

(a) the owner of which is a pensioner or an unemployed person; or 

(b) that is a guide dog or a hearing dog. 

C~ange of address to be notified . 
15. (1) Where a change occurs in the address at which a/dog is kept. 

the keeper of the dog shall. within 14 days after the change; give to the 
Registrar a notice in writing stating the new address at which the dog is 
ordinarily kept. . 

(2) Where a person becomes the keeper 'of a dog that is already 
registered, he shall, within 14 days after be becomes the keeper of the dog~ 
notify the Registrar in writing accordingly.. . 

Penalty: $40. 

(3) Where a person notifies the Registrar tbat he has become the keeper 
of a dog that is already registered, the Registtar shall-

(a) alter the entry in the register relating to ~e dog by substituting, for 
the name and address of the person there shown as the keeper of 
the dog, the name and address of the new keeper of the dog; and 

(b) on payment of the prescribed fee, issue to the new keeper of the. 
dog a new certificate of registr~on of the dog. . 
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Dog Conlrol Act 1975 ' 7 

Cancellation of registration ' 
l'~ Where the keeper of a registered dog infonns the, Registrar in 

writing that me dog has been lost, the Registrar shall cancel the registration 
of the dog. ' , ' 

Effect of can~ellation ,of registration 
17. Where the registration of a dog has been caneelled under section 

16, the persort who, immediately before the cancellation of the regis~tion 
of the dog, was shown in the register as the keeper of the dog shall be 
deen:ted 10 have ceased to be ,the keeper of the dOg on the date on which the 
registration of the dog was cancelled. 

Replacement of lost etc. certificate or tag 
18. H the Registrar is, satisfied that a certificate of registration or a 

registration tag bas been lost, damaged or desb'Oyed, he ~ay, on receipt of 
the prescribed fee, issue a new certificate of registration or a new 
registration tag, ;lS the case reql,J~s, to the keepe.r (If the d9g to which the 
cet'ti6eate or tag relates. " ' 

PART III-OFFENCES 

,c,eeping unregistered dogs ' 
19. (1) Subject to this section. a person who is the keeper of a 

dog- ' 

(a) that is not registered; or 

(b) of which he is !lot shown in the register as its keeper, 

is guilty of an offence and, on conviction, is punishable by a penalty not 
exceeding $40. , " , ' 

(2) A person does not commit an offence against subsection (1) if­

(a) the dog is under the age of 6 months; 

(b) the dog ~asbeen kept by that person for a period of less than 14 
days; or " , 

(c) that person' has been resident in the, Territory for a period not 
exceeding 3 weeks. 

Tag for untattooed dog 
20. (1) The keeper of a dog is, subject to this section, guilty of an 

offence against this section and, on conviction, is punishable by l!. fiJl,e not 
exc.eedi~g $ltQ if the dog is in a public place and does not carry on it its 
regIstration tag. 
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(2) This section docs not apply to, or in relation to, the keeper of a 
dog that has the registration number allotted in respect of it tattooed on one 
of its ears. . . 

(3) It is a defence to a prosecution for an offence against this section if 
the person charged proves that the absence of the registration tag was not 
due to his negligence or to a wilful act or omission on his part. 

Dog ,being at large in a public place 
21. (1) Where a female dog is in a public place while it is on heat, 

the keeper of the dog is guilty of an offence against this section ~d, on 
conviction. is punishable by a fine not exceeding $140. 

(2) Subsection (I) does not apply to or in relation to a dog that is 
confmed in a motor vehicle. 

'. (3) Where a dog (other than a female dog that is on heat) is at large in a 
public place. the keeper of the dog is guilty of an offence against this section 
and. on conviction, is punishable by a fine not exceeding $100. 

, '. 
(4) It is a defence to a prosecution for an offence against subsection (3) 

that the keeper of the dog took reasonable precautions to prevent the dog 
being at large in a public place. 

Removal of faeces 
22. (I) Where a dog that is under the control of a person in a 

prescribed place drops faeces, the person having the control of the dog is 
guilty of an offence and punishable. on conviction. by a fine not exceeding 
$40. unless the person removes the faeces to a place that is not a prescribed 
place. 

(2) In this section. "prescri~ place" means--

(a) a footpath. plaza or other area of land specifically designed for 
pedestrian use; 

(b) land or premises occupied by a person other than the keeper of the 
dogior 

(c) a place referred to in subsection 23 (1). 23 (2) or 23 (4). 

(3) In this section. "dog" does not include a guide dog that is 
accompanying a blind person. . 

Restricted areas 
%3. (I) Subject to this section. a person shall Dot-

(a) take a dog into the grounds of a school at a time when pupils are in 
those grounds; or 
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(b) take a dog into the grounds of a day nursery, kindergarten or other . 
place for the reception of children at a time when chndren ~ in 
those grounds. 

Penalty:. $100. 

(2) A person s~a1l DOt take a dog into an area that is a prohibited area 
for the purposes of this section. . 

Penalty: $100. 

(3) A person sltall not take a dog-

(a) within 10 metres of an apparatus or construction that is designed 
for play by children. being an apparatus or construction that is in a 
public place. while children are playing on the apparatus or 

. construction;· . 

(b) within 10 metres of a fIre-place or heating appliance designed for 
cooking food. be~ng a fire-place or heating appliance that js in a 
ptiblic place; or 

(e) within 10 mettes of an area adjacent to the f'oreshores of Lake 
Burley Griffin that is d~signated by a notice as a swimming area. 

Penalty: $100. 

(4) A person shall not take a dog onto a field or playing area on which 
organized sport is being played. 

Penalty: $100. 

(5) A person who takes a dog into the grounds of a school. dD,y 
nursery. kindergarten or other place is not gUilty of an offence against 
subsection (1) if- . 

(a) the k~per of the dog resides in those grounds; or 

(b) the dog.is taken into those grounds with. the peliliission o(the 
headmaster of the school or the person in charge of the nursery, 
kinderg~n or other place. as the case requires. 

(6) Subsection (3) does not apply in relation to a dog that is not in a 
public place. 

(7) An area is a prohibited area for the purposes of this section if it is 
defined, by means of a sign or signs erec.ted by the authority of the Minister, 
as an area into which dogs may not be taken. . . 

(8) In proceedings for an offence against subsection (2), a sign shall 
be taken to have been erected by the authority of the Minister unless the 
contrary is proved. 
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10 Dog Control Act 1975 

(9) The Minister may, at any time, cause a sign erected for the purpose 
of subsection (1) to be removed. " 

(10) In this section, "dog" does not include a guide dog that is 
accompanying a blind person or a hearing dog that is accOmpanying a deaf 
person. " 

Restrictions on taking of greyhounds into public place 
24. (1) The keeper of a greyhound dog that is in a public place is 

gUilty of an offence against this section unless the dog-

(a) is held by means of a leash; and 

(b) is wearing a device that is effective to prevent the dog biting a 
person or an animal. " 

(2) Where a person has in a public place more than four greyhound 
dogs on a leash or leashes held by hiI9.': that person and any other person 
who is the keeper of one or more of those dogs are each gUilty of an offence 
against this section. 

(3) A person who is gUilty of an offence against this section is 
p~nishable, on conviction, by a fine not ex.ceeding"$lOO. 

Dogs attacking or worrying person or a~imal 
25. (1) Subject to this section, where-

(a) a dog attacks a person; 

(b) by reason of the behaviour of a dog, a person reasonably fears that 
the dog is about to attack him; or" " " 

(c) a dog attacks a domestic animal or a farm-animal, 

the" keeper of the dog is guilty of an offence against this section and, on 
conviction, is punishable by a fine ~ot exceeding $200. 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply where the animal or person is, 
without lawful excuse, on land or premises occupied by the keeper of the 
dog." " 

(3) It is a defence to a" prose(,:ution for an offence against subsection 
(1) if it is proved that the person or animal had p~voked the dog. 

(4) Where the kee~r of a dog is convicted of an offence against this 
section. the coon may. if it thinks fit, order that the dog be destroyed. 

(5) A member of the Police Force may execute llIl order under 
subsection (4) and. for that purpose, the member of the Police Force may 
enter upon any premises upon which be has reasonable grounds for 
believing the dog to which the order relates may be found. 
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Dog Control Act 1975 11 

. Offences in relation to registration tags 
26. (1) A person other than the keeper of a dog shall not remove 

from a dog its registration tag except wi~ the consent of the keeper of the 
dog. . 

(2) The keeper of a dog shall not cause OJ:' pennit the dog to cany a 
registration tag unless the registration tag was iss~ fOr that "og. . . 

Penalty: $20. 

Obstruction etc. of officials 
27. A person shall not obstruct, hinder, threaten at intimidate the 

Registrar. a Deputy Registrar ~t an inspector in the exercise of a power 
conferred. Or the performance of a duty impo~ by ot under this Act. 

Penalty~ $200. 

. PART IV-SEIZURE AND DESTRUCTION OF DOGS 

Seizure of dogs 
28. (1) An jnspector may seize a dog that is found, whether by the 

inspector or another person. at large in a publi~ place. 

(2) Where an inspector has reasonable cause to l>eli~vethat a dog has 
attack~ a person. a clomestic animal or a farm-aniIllal el.sewhere than on 
land or premises occupied or owned by the keeper of the dog. the inspector 
may s.eize the dog if it is- '. . 

(a) in a public place; 

(b) on unoccupied land; or 

(e) on land occupied by the keeper of the dog. 

and may. for the purpose of seizing the dog on land referred to in paragrapb 
(e). enter upon that land. 

(3) Where an inspector has reasonable cause to beljeve that a dog bas 
attacked a person, a domestic animal or a farm-animal and the dog is on land 
occupied by a person other than the keeper of the dog, the inspector may . 
selze the dog on that land with the consent of the occupier of that IIlIld. 

(4) Whe~ a dog is on land occupled by a person other than the keeper 
of the dog. an inspector may. at the request of the occupier of that land. 
seize the dog. 

(S) Where ~ inspector has reasonable cause to believe that a dog that 
has..attacked a person, a domestic animal or a farm-animal is on premises 
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12 DOB Control At; 1975 

occupied by the keeper of the dog, the inspector may ~uiIc the keeper of 
the dog to produce abe dog for inspection by the~. . 

(6) For the purposes of this section. where,. by reason o( the 
behaviour of a dog, a person reasonably fears that the dog is about to attack 
him, the dog sbaIl be tilkcn ~ have at(aCkecl the person. 

(7) A person to whom a requirement is made linder subsection (5) 
shall not fail to comply with the rcqWJ:emc~t.. . 

. Penalty: $100. 

Notice to keeper 01 seized dog 
29. Where a dog that is seized by an inspecror.-
(a) has the registration number allotted in respect of it tattooed on oile 

of its cars; or 

(b) is carrying its registration tag. 

the Registnit shall cause to be served, by pOst or by telegram on ~e person 
who is shown in the register as the keeper of the dog, at the address shown 
in the register as the address of that person. a notice in writing stating that 
the dog has been seized and. where the dog has been seized under 
subsection 28 (1), indicating abe place at which. the dog ~y be claimed. 

Return of impounded dogs 
30. (1) -Subject to Sllbsection· (3). where a dog that has . been seized 

under subsection 28 (1) by an inspector is claimed by or on behalf of its 
keeper. the Registrar shall. unless the dog has been destroyed. return the 
dog to its keeper or to the person claiming the dog on behalf·of its keeper on 
payment to the ~egistrar ~f the prescribed fee. . 

. (3) -Where a dog that has been seized by an inspector is not registered. 
the Registtar shall not return the dog to its keeper or. to a person claiming the 
dog on behalf of its keeper unless its keeper makes an application in 
accordan~ with section 9 for registration of the .~g. . 

Detenti()n 01 dogs that have attacked ·or worried persons or 
animals . 

31. (1) Where a dog is .seized by an inspector in pursuance of 
subsection 28 (2), 28 (3) or 28 (4), the dog shall be detained in such . 
custody as the Re8istrar directs until-

(a) . if proceedings for an offence against section 2S are instituted 
. withint1·days after the day' on which the dog was seized-the 

completion of those proceedings; or . 
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Dog COlllrol Act 1975 13. 

(b) ifprOcee4ii1gs for an offence against section 25 ~ not in~tituted . 
within that period of.7 day~e expiration of Ii period of 9 4ays . 
after the day on ~hich th~ dog was seized. . 

(1) Where. under subsection ~ (4). the court orders the destruction, of 
a dog that is detained under subsection (1). the c~sts of detaining the 40g 
shall be borne by the Territory. '. ' .. 

(3) Where-

(a) proceedings refel1'ed to in paragraph (1) (a) are instituted but the 
~ does not ()rcIer the desbuction of the dog; or '. . 

(b) proCeedings referred to in lhat paragraph'are not instituted within 
the period referred to in paraglliph (1) (b).. . . 

the Regi.strar shall return the dog to its keeper. 

DeStruction of dogs by Registrar 
32.·':Subject to sections 30 and 31, where the dog has been seized by 

an inspector, the Registrar may, subject to the Regulations, Sell the dog or 
cause the dog to be desttoyed-

(a) where a notice has been se~ed on ~ person under section 29-at 
the expiration of 5 days after the date of service of the notice; OJ; 

(b) in any other c.ase-at the expiration of 7 days after the date on 
which the dog is seized. 

Estimated purchase price 
32A. (1) The regulations may provide for the estimated purchase 

price for a dog to be paid to the Jlegistrar 'before the dog is sold under 
section 32. 

(2) In subsection (1). a reference to the estimated: putchase price for a 
dog shall be read as a t:eference to an amount equal to the swn of.-

. (a) . tbe-fees·-det~nnined under section"40A- for the purposes of this. 
paragraph and paragraph 9 (1) (d) respectivel>,; and. 

(b) the amount estimated by the Registrar to be the amount of the fee 
likely to be charged by a veterinary surgeon for services :tendered 
in relation to the dog pursuant to the regulations. . 

. . 
Destruetion of diseased or. injured dogs . 

33. (1) An illspector or a member of .the Police Force may destroy a 
dogthat--. 
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(a) is found at large in a public place or has, in pursuance of this Act. 
. been seized on land.occupied by a person other than the keeper of 

the dog; and 

(b) is so injured or diseased-

(i) that its life can not be sa,vecl; or 

(ii) that it is dangerous to persons or other animals. 

(2) If a dog that is destroyed under subsection (l)-

(a) had the ~gistratiOJ:l nu~r aIlo~ in respect of it tattooed on one 
ofitsears; or 

(b) was carrying its registration tag. 

the Registrar shall cause notice in writing of the destruction of the dog to be 
$Crved by post on die person who is shown in ~c register'as the keeper of 
the dog a~ the address ~how~ in the register as the address of ~at person. 

Destruction of attacking dogs 
34. (1) In this .section, "field" 'includes paddock. yaId or other place. 

(2) A person may destroy forthwith a dog found attackinga,.person, a 
domestic animal orl1 fann-animal elsewhere than on premises occupied or 

: owned by the keeper of the dog. 

(3) The occupier of an enclos~ field, or a person authorized to do so 
by the occupier. may destroy-

(a) a dog found attacking a farm-animal confined in the enclosed field; 
or 

(b) a dog found in the enclosed field if it appears that a fann-animal 
confined in the field has. immediately prior to the dog being so 
found, been killed, injured or attacked by a dog. 

(4) Paragnlph (3) (b) does not apply if a dog is held by a person by 
means of a leash. . 

Destruction without cruelty 
35. (1) A person who destroys a dog in pursuance of this Act shall 

do so without cruelty to the dog. 

Penalty: $200. 

(2) Notwiths~i. anything coJ:ltained in the Preventlo.n ofG.ruelry to 
Animals Act 1959 . , a person who destroys a dog in pursuance of this 
Act is not guilty of an offence against the fuSt-:tDe~tioned Act arising out of 
an ~t or omiSSU>D ~lated to ~e destruction of the dog. 
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PART IV A-GUIDE DOGS AND HEARING DOGS 

Crown 
3SA. (1) This Pan binds the Crown. 

IS 

(2) Nothing in this Part renders the Crown liable to be prosecuted for 
an offence. 

Public place 
3SD. In this Pan, "public place" includes-

(a) the part of any- . 

(i) government office; 

(ii) bank, building society or credit union; 

(iii) shop, store, market, restaurant, hotel or club; 

(iv) university. college or school; 

(v) theatre, gallery, library. war memorial, museum. exhibition 
centre. church, sportsground, racetrack or other place of 

I cultural, historical or educational display, of religious 
observance or.of entertainment or recreation; or 

(vi) other public. commercial or business office or premises; 

to which the public have access or which the public are entitled to 
use (whether on payment of money or otherwise); and 

(b) a motor omnibus or taxi within the meaning of the Motor Traffic 
Act 1936. 

Rights of blind .or deaf pe~son with dog 
3SC. (1) Notwithstanding any other law of the Territory, a blind 

person accompanied by a guide dog or a deaf person accompanied by a 
hearing dog has the same right of access to, and the same entitlement to the 
use. of, a public place as that person would h~ve if not accompanied by a 
dog. . 

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (t), a blind person or 
deaf person is not guilty of an offence by reason only Qf taking a guide dog· 
or hearing dog (as the case requires) onto or into, or pennitting such a dog 
to enter, a public place. 

Exclusion etc. from public place-oftence 
3SD. A p~son shall not, without reasonable cause-
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(a) deny a blind person accompanied by a guide dog, or a deaf person 
accompanied by a hearing dog, access to, or the use of, a public 
place; or 

(b) exclude or remove froin.a public place-

. (i) a blind person accompanied by a'guide dog; 

(ii) a deaf person acoompanied by a hearing dog; 

(ill) a guide dog that is acoompanying il blind person; or 

(iv) a hearing dog that is accompanying a deaf person. 

Penalty: $500. 

Imposition of excess, charges-offence-
3SE. (1) A person shall not imP-Ose a charge on a blind person 

accompanied by a guide d~g, or on a deaf ~rson acCompanied by a hearing 
dog- '. 

(a) in respect· o'f accotniriodation, goods or services provided or 
supplied to or for the blind or deaf person; or 

(b) for access to, or the use of, a public place by the blind or deaf 
person; . 

unless that charge would have been imposed on the blind or deaf person if 
not accompanied by a dog. 

Penalty: $500. 

. (1) A person does not commit an offence u~der ~ubsection (1) by 
. reason only of imposing a charge or additional charge on a blind person 
a,ccompanied by a guide dog, or 00 a deaf person accompanied by a h~og 
dog, in respect of- ' 

(a) accommodation, gOQds or servic~s provided or· suppliec;l for the 
dog; or ' . " . , 

(b) expenses reasonably incurred by the rust-mentioned person 
because of the preSence of the dog; 

if that ~harge or ~ditional c~arge was reasonable in the c~umstarices. 
, I . 

Recovery of excess charge . 
3SF. Wher:e a blind person or deaf person has paid a charge imposed . 

in contravention of subsection.35E (I), he or she is entitled to recover from 
the person to whom it was paid an amount equ:al to the amount by which 
that charge exceeds the charge that could have been imposed without 
involving such a contravention. 
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PART V-MISCELLANEOUS 
Certified copy of certificate of registration 

- 11-· 

- 36. (1) A person whose name is shown in a certificate of registta~on 
as the keeper of the dog described in the certificate of registration may apply 
in writing to the Registrar for a certified copy of the certificate of 
registration. 

(2) An application shall be accompanied by the preseribed fcc. 

(3) Upon receiving an application and the preseribed fee referred to ~ 
subsection (2), the Registrar shall issue to the applicant a copy of the 
certificate of registration to which the application relates ba~ng endorsed on 
it a certificate signed by the Registrar stating that the copy-is a true copy of 
the certificale of registration. -

Evi~enee of registration or nODaregistration 
37. (1) A certificate of registration. or a certified copy of a certificate 

of registration issued under subsection 36 (3), is evidence that the dog 
deScribed in it is registered. 

(2) Subject to this Act, the person shown in the register as the keeper 
of a dog shall be deemed to be the keeper of the dog unless the contrary is 
proved. 

(3) - A certificate signed by the Registrar and certifying that. at a 
specified date, a specified person-

(a) was shown in the register as the keeper of a dog described in the 
certificate; or 

(b) was not shown in the register as the keeper of­

(i) a dog described in the certificate; or 

(ii) any dog, -

is evidence of that fact 

(4) A document that purpOl1S to be a certificate of registration, a 
certified copy of a certificate of registration issued under subsection 36 (3) 
or a certificate referred to in subsection (3) shall, unless the contrary is 
proved. be deemed to be such a certificate or such a certified copy and to -
have been duly given or issued. 

Inspection of register 
38. 'A person is entitled. on payment of the ~ fee. to inspect 

the particulars included in an entry in the register. 
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List of keepers . 
39. (1) The Registrar shall. as soon as practicable after the end of 

each month. cause to be prepared a list showing. in alphabetical order. the 
names and addresses of all persons who were, at the end of that month, 
shown in the register as being the keepers of dogs. . . . 

'. (2) Thc lis. referred to in subsectiqn (I) shall be kept at the office of 
the Registrar and shall be open to public inspection at all reasonable times • 
. 

Compensation tor injuries caused. by dogs 
40. (1) Where-

. . 
(a) a dog attacks a person and the person suffers personal injury or 

damage to his propeny by reason of the attack; 

(b) by reason of the behaviour of a dog a person reasonably fears that 
a dog is about to attack him and, as a result. that person suffers 
injury; or. . . 

(e) . a ~og attacks-a.~omestie animal or a farm-animal and. by reason of 
~e attack, the anlmahfies or is injured. . 

the keeper of the dog is liable to pay to that person or the owner of that 
domestic· animal or· fann-animal- compensation for any loss or expense 
incurrea as a result of the atrack. 

(2) Compensation under subsection (1) may be recovered. whether or 
. not a prosecution for an offence against this Act has been instituted against 
the keeper of the dog that made the attack and, where such a prosecution has 
been instituted. notwithstanding that th~ keeper has been acquitted of the 

. offence charged. 

(3) In prOceedings to recover compensation under subsection (1) for 
loss resulting from injury to a p'omm or damage to the property of a person, 
it is a defence for the defendant to prove that-, . 

(a) the injury was suffered by the plaintiff while the plaintiff was, 
without lawful excuse, on land or premises occupied by the 
defendant; 

. . 
(b) the plaintiff failed to take reasonable care for his own safety; or 

(c) the plaintiff provoked the dog. 

(4) In proceedings to recover compensation under subsection (l)-fer 
-less resulting-from--injury-to--a-·demestic· animal-or-·a·..fann .. animal. it is a 
defence for the defendant to prove that the injury was suffered by the animal 
while it was on land or premises occupied by thc defendant or that the 
animal attacked had provoked the dog by which it was attacked. . 
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(5) In p~ngs to ~()ver compensation und~ subsection (1) jt ~s 
not necessary for the plaintiff ~ prove the existence ()f a mischievous. 
propensity in the dog concerned or thllt the defendant knew of any such. 
propensity. . ' 

. (6) Nothing in this section affects any right that a perSon has to 
recover ~ages or. comptmsation ap~ from this section. 

Power 'of Minister to determine fees 
. 40A. The Minister may, by notice in writing published in the Gazette, 
deiennine fees for.~e pwposes of this Act: 

Regulations 
. 41. The EXCeutive may in~c ~gulations, not inconsistent with this 

Act. prescribing all matters that by this Act ~ required or pennitted to be 
p~seribe4 or that are necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying 
out or giving effect to this Act. . 

SCHEDULE 

ORDINANCES REPEALED 

Scction3 
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NOTE 

. 1: The Dog ConIlDl Act 1975 as shoWn In this reprint comprises Afj No~ 18, 1975 amended 
. as Indicat&:d In the Tables below. '. .' . . 

COM!go pf Laws-The SsN-Govornm8IJf (CitAtion of LAws) Acl1989 (No. 21, 1989) 
altered the citallon ot most Ordinances so that after Self-Government day they are to 
be cited as Acts. That Act alSo affects references in ACT !aWl to Commonwealth Acts. 

Tabla 1. 

Table of OrCilnanc .. 

AppUcation, 
Dalaal saving ex 

NII1lber notiflC8lion DlllBaI . transitional 

OrdInance and year In Gazelle commencement provisions 

Dog ControlOrcinancs 1975 18.1975 1 .hII)' 1975 21 July 1975 
(see Gazeft" 
1875. No. SI50) 

Dog ControlOrrlnBnoe 1976 11, 1976 19,...,976 19 Mar 1976 
Dog ConIroI (AtrltKldment) 42, 1977 24 AllIJ 1977 24 Aug 1971 

OrrIinsncs '977 
Dog ConITd (AmendmBnl) 36.1981 21 Oct 1981 21 0c:I 1981 

OrdInsncs 1981 
Dog Control (AtrltKldmenr) 65.1982 IS Aug 1982 18 Aug 1982 

Onfnance 1982 
Dog Control(AmendtnBnt) 

Ol:hInce 1983 
23,1983 24 Aug 1983 24Augl~ 

Dog ConlTd (Amendment) 48.1984 27 Aug 1984 27Aug 1984 
Oninance ,., . 

Dog Con/rCI (AmtIndmsnt) 14. 1985 4.,985 4 Apr 1985 
CJtrIInsncB '985 

Dog Con/rCI (AmBndtnent) 37.1985 20 Aug 1985 20Aug 1985 
CJtrfnstrai (No.2) 1985 

Sex DiscrfminBlion 31. 1986 3t July 1986 1 Aug 1986 
(lrfiscelsnetJUS 
AnlencinBnfs) Ordinancs 
1986 

Dog Control (Amendment) 84.1988 19 Dec 1988 29 Dec 1988 
Ordinsncs 1988 . (see GazsUS 

1988. No. 5414) 
Ssll-Govsrnmenr 38. 1989 10 May 1989 Ss. 1 and 2: 10 

(Consequential May 1989 
AtnlltldmilnlsJ Otdinance Aemai1Cler: 11 
1989 May 1989 (S86 

s.2(2)and 
Gazette 1989. 
No.Sl64) 

Self·Governmenl day 11 May 1989 
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NOTE-continued 

Table 2· 

Table of Acts 

Nc.mb« 
and year 

RIIISt: WId Land Rsnt (RsliBf) 22, IBtI 
. (AmIlnCtnIl/1I}Ac:r 199' 

Daluot 
notificalian 
In Gaze". 

10 May 1991 

Table of Amendment. 

10 May 191U 

21 

Applicalon, 
caving or 

transltions'­
provisions 

ad .• addad or Inserted am. "' amended rap .• repealed . Ia. c MpeaIad and suoolilUlBd 

Provi&lon How affected 

S. S .............................. am. No. "2, 19n; No. 23,1983; No. 48,1984; No. 31, 1986: No. 84, 
1988; Act No. 22, 1991 

S. 9 .............................. am. No. II, 1976; No. 36, 1981; No. 65, 1982; No. 23, 1983; No. 48, 
1984; No. 84, 19!18 

S. 10 ............................ am. No. 23, 11163; No. 84, 1988 
S. 11 ............................ rep. No. 42, 10n 
S. 12, ........................... am. No. 84, 1988 
S.13 ............................ am. No. 11, 1976; No: 48. 1984; No.s.c, 1988 
S.14 ............................ IS. No. 11. 1976 . 

rep. No.~, 1984 
S. 15 ........... : ................ am. No. 23, 1983; No. 84, 1988 
5.18 ................... : ........ am. No. 23,1983 
Ss. 19-21 ...................... am. No. 84, 1988 
S. 22 ...... : ..................... am. No. 14. 1~; No. 84,1988 
Ss. 23-26 ...................... am. No. 84, 1988 . 
S. 28 ............................ am. No. 84, 1988 
S.30 ............................ am. No. 36, 198t;No.65, 1982; No. 23,1983 
S.31 ............................ am. No. 38, 1989 
S. 32A .......................... ad. No. 37. 1985 
S. 35 ............................ am. No. 84, 1988 
PIIIt IVA (5&. 3SA-35F) ..... ad. No. 84, 1988 
Ss. 35A-35F .................. ad. No. 84, 1988 
S.36 ............................ am. No. 23, 1983 
S. 38 ............................ am. No. 23, 1983 
S. 4QA .......................... ad. No. 23, 1983 
S. 41 ............................ am. No. 38, 1989 

Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel—also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



© Australian Capital Territory 2006 

Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel—also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au


		(02)+61 2 6205 3700
	2011-04-13T11:32:12+1000
	Canberra
	ACT Parliamentary Counsel
	Document is authorised




