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Evidence (Closed Circuit Television) (Amendment) Bill 1996
Outline

The object of this Bill is to extend the availability of closed circuit television as a
means by which complainants in proceedings arising from an alleged sexual assault
may give evidence before a court. Sub-section 3A(1)(b) of the Evidence (Closed
Circuit Television) Act 1991 was inserted for an initial period of 18 months to enable
the Community Law Reform Commuttee to evaluate the use of closed circuit
television by complainants in proceedings before a court arising from an alleged
sexual assault. It was intended that the evaluation would consider particularly the
impact of a complainants evidence by closed circuit television in proceedings before
a jury in the Supreme Court As evidence has not yet been given by a complainant
before a jury by closed circuit television 1t has not been possible to conduct the
evaluation.

Details of the Bill

Short Title and Commencement

Clauses 1 and 2 These clauses are formal requirements. They refer to the short
title of the Bill, and to commencement of the Bill

Principle Act

Clause 3 This clause refers to the Evidence (Closed Circuit Television)
Act 1991 which will be amended by this Bill

Prescribed Witnesses

v

Clause 4 This clause will amend section 3A of the Principal Act by
providing that a complamant ceases to be a prescribed witness
on 15 June 1998 The effect of this clause will be to enable the
Communuty Law Reform Commuttee to undertake an
evaluation of the use of closed circuit television by
complamants mn proceedings before a court arismg from an
alleged sexual assault, and particularly in proceedings befoie a
jury
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