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TRADE MEASUREMENT (MEASURING INSTRT'MENTS) REGUIATIONS

GENERAL OUTLINE

These regulat.ions are made under section 81 of the Trade

Measurement  act  1gg1 ( the Act) .  They are par t  o f .  t l t "
pacxage of uniform tegislation introduced pursuant to the

bo**oi*ealth-State-feiritory Agreement on Uniform Trade

Measurement Legislation and administratioh to which the
ACT became s ignatorY in  1990.  _. ,

The regulations set out requirements relating to
verif ication and re-verif ication of measuring
instruments, batch testing of glass measures, l icences
and l icensees and other related matters.

N�TES ON REGT'LATIONS

Regulations 1 and 2 deal with the t i t le of and the
aei in i t ions of  terms used in  the regulat ions.

Regulation 3 requires inspectors and l icensees, when
puf.t ing their mirk on an instrument (exceptifg 9lass
i reasur6s) ,  to  mark the date a lso.  L icensees '  marks are
also to be accompanied by an identifying mark

Regulation 4 prohibits the marking of instruments which

. already bear marks which could be mistaken for
an of f ic ia l  mark;

. are of inferior construction or materials; or

. are dirty, have wet paint or are unsuitable for
use due to damage.

Regulation 5 enables inspectors to direct that
in i t ruments be c leaned to fac i l i ta te re-ver i f icat ion.

Regulation 6 requires testing of instruments to be
cair ied out on a level plane or as near to this as
possible, in a f ixed posit ion and so as to compensate for
Londit ions affecting Lransportable instruments subject to
the effects of gravity.

Regulation 7 requires measures of length to be tested on
Uo€n sides unleJs the measure is permanently fixed on one
s ide .

Regulation I exempts from requirements for re-
ve;ification glass measures rnarked in accordance with
batch testing procedures (see regulations 12 to 17) and

measures of length.
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Regulation 9 exempt.s small masses less than 0.2 carat or

50frg from the requirements. of the Act that they bear an

insiector,s marki provided that the person using such
,oasles has cert i i i lat ion from the Superintendent of Trade

Measurement that the mass complies with the relevant
standards. Maximum penalty for using such a mass without'
ce r t i f i ca t i on :  $2 ,  000 .

Regulation 10 enables an inspector to require an
inltrument to be dismantled when this is necessary for
the inspection of a component.

Regulation 1 1 enables an inspector to require the owner
of an instrument to pay the costs associated with the
ver i f icat ion or  re-ver i f icat ion of  an inst rument ,
including any loss or damage to the inspector's eguipment
le f t .  in  the owner 's  Possession.

Regulations 12 to 17 enable the superintendent to give
aplroval to manufacturers or importers of grlassware (used
to- setl  lubricating oi l  by volume or used as a drinking
vessel to sel l  beer, a1e or stout) to mark their
g lassware wi th  an inspector 's  or  l icenseets mark,
provided the manufacturer or importer -

. makes batches of the glassware available for
,  test ing wi th  appropr ia te fac i l i t ies;

. complies with other terms of the approval; and

. keeps appropriate records as specif ied in the
approval.

Except with writ ten permission from an inspector or
l icensee, manufacturers or importers may not despatCh'
glassware unless the appropriate proportion has been
batch-tested and meets the required 2* t,olerance.
Max imum pena l t y :  $2 ,000 .

Regulations 18 to 21 deal with certain requirements of
l icences and l icensees.

Licensees must comply with the regulations and may be
directed by the Supeiintendent to make and retain records
relating to the cert i f ication of instruments. A l icensee
must noLiey the Superintendent of any change of address
for the service of notices and of the names and addresses
of employees who cert i fy instruments.

The superintendent is required to keep a register of
l icences and part iculars of l icences including any
condi t ions.

Regulatj:on 22 makes provision for offences punishable by

a maximum penalty of $2,000 for -

r '  -. -t-,\ i \F 
1r,rFri.e.
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. using l iquid measures for measuring other
suusf.anc6" or otherwise using measures marked
for specif ic uses for different measuringl uses;

. support ing mass measures by hand, using -
i n c o r r e c t p r o p o r t i o n a l m a s s e s ( m a s s e s w h i c h
change the- capacity of steelyard weighing
devices) ,  not  hav ing propor t ional  masses
readily identif iable with their instrument, or
w e i g h i n g m a s s e s a b o v e t h e c o r r e c t l e v e l f o r a n
instrument;

. using an instrument to measure goods ^f9f
ther tpeut ic  use wi th in  the meaning of  the ' "
relevant Commonwealth law;

. using incorrect or non-approved measures to
' measure precious stones or metals; and

. e x c e p t f o r f a c t o r y u s e o r n o n _ r e t a i l u s e , u s i n g
an inst rument  wi th  a tare bar  (a  dev ice to ,
subtract the weight of the container or
packaging in which an art icle is weighed) i  and

. using an instrument f i t ted with a load receptor
incoi rect ly ,  not  hav ing i t  readi ly  ident i f iab le
with i ts instrument, or permitt ing the receptor
to be inLerfered with or contain loads not
v is ib le  to  the Purchaser-

Regulation 23 prohibits the altering of scales on
inltruments afler marking by an inspector. Maximum
p e n a l t . y .  $ 2 , 0 0 0 .

Regulation 24 makes provision for offences punishable -by

a maximum penal ty  of  $2,000 in  re la t ion to  l iqu id
measures for -

. not providing adequate l ighting to enable the
observation of the measure;

. n o t e n s u r i n g f l o w m e t e r s d e s i g n e d t o r e - s e t t o
zera actuallY do so before the next
measurement;

. p e r m i t t i n g t h e r e a d i n g o n d r i v e w a y f l o w m e t e r s
ieg petrol bowsers) to be erased before the
comPletion of the sale-

Regulations 25 and 26 create offences punishable bl .
maiimum penalty of $2r0OO for measuring precious stones

or metalS using an j.nstrument not having the specified
capacity and scale.

Regulabion 27 is a general offence provision imposing a

maiimutn penalty of $2r000 for using a measuring
initt,t*"itt for trade contrary to the regulations if there

is no other PenaItY Prescribed.
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