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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

Vocat ional  Tra in ing Regulat ions
(Amendment )

Pu rpose

The purpose of  these amendments is  to  ensure that  the schedule of
prescr ibed vocat ions under  the Vocat ional  Tra in ing Act  1  989 is
re levant  to  new developments in  occupat ional  descr ip t ions,  and
tra in ing,  brought  about  by the award rest ruct .ur ing process and
the  deve lopmen t  o f  t . he  Aus t ra l i an  T ra ineesh ip  Sys tem.

Background

Under the Vocat ional  Tra in ing Act  the Execut ive can issue
regulat ions as to  what  occupat ions come under  the Act ,  such
occupations are known as prescribed occupations'. There are two
classes of  prescr ibed occupat ions:  t rades and declared vocat ions.

Trades are those occupat ions genera l ly  accepted as t rades,  that
i s  t hose  occupa t ions  requ i r i ng  manua l  and  men ta l  sk i l l s .  Dec la red
vocat ions are occupat ions outs ide the t rades.  Under  the Act
( S e c t i o n  B B )  i t  i s  i l 1 e g a 1  t o  e m p l o y  a n y  p e r s o n  u n d e r  2 1  i n  a
t rade,  prescr ibed under  the Act ,  un less that  person is  an
appren t i ce  o r  a  qua l i f i ed  t radesperson .  Th i s  does  no t  app ly  to  a
dec la red  voca t i on .

These amendments wi l l  c reate two schedules of  prescr ibed
vocat ions under  the Vocat ional  Tra in ing Act  1  989.  Schedule 1 wi l l
inc lude t rades and schedule 2 dec lared vocat ions.  The present
regu la t i on  has  on l y  one  schedu le ,  "T rades" .

Schedu le  1  w i l l  con ta in  a l l  t r ades  as  p resen t l y  l i s ted  p lus  th ree
new occupa t iona l  desc r ip t i ons ,  t hese  a re :  Eng inee r ing
t radesperson -mechan ica l ,  Eng inee r ing  t radesperson - fab r i ca t i . on  and
Eng inee r ing  t radesperson -e lec t r i ca l / e lec t ron i c .  These  a re  gener i c
desc r ip t i ons  o f  t he  th ree  ma jo r  ca ree r  s t reams  conLa ined  i n  the
res t ruc tu red  me t .a l  t r ades .award .  They  a re  no t  new t rades .

Engineer ing t radesperson-mechani"ca l  covers the present  t rades of
F i t t i .ng and machin ing,  Engineer ing t radesperson- fabr icat ion-
covers the t rades of  bo i lermaking and weld ing,  weld ing and
sheetmeta l  work ing and Engineer ing t radesperson-
e lec t r i ca l / e lec t ron i c  cove rs  e lec t r i ca l  mechan ics / f i t t i ng ,  rad io
te lev i s ion  mechan ics  and  o f f i ce  mach ine  and  compu te r  se rv i c ing .
The purpose of  the three s t ream approach is  to  reduce the number
o f  c lass i f i ca t i ons  and  p roduce  t radespersons  w i th  a  b roader  range
o f  s k i l l s .
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I t  is envisaged that in the future the current trades (narrowly
defined) wil l  be removed from the schedule but unti l  the new
system is  ent renched i t  is  considered more appropr ia te to  reta in
them in order to ensure that al l  persons employed in these areas
come under the provisions of the Vocational Training Act.

Schedule 2 conta ins declared vocat ions for  the f i rs t  t ime.  These
are occupat ions covered by the Austra l ian Tra ineeship System. The
reason for  making these declared vocat ions is  to  ensure that
the i r  t ra in ing programs come under  the prov is ions of  the Act
( P a r t  I V  D i v i s i o n s  1  t o  8 ) .
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