
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

SELF-GOVERNMENT (CITATION OF LAWS) ORDINANCE 1989 

ORDINANCE NO. 2 1 OF 1989 

The purpose of the Self-Government (Citation of Laws) Ordinance 

1989 (the Ordinance) is to amend or modify A.C. T. laws generally - 
to provide for the citation of A.C.T. laws and Commonwealth laws 

after self-government. 

The Australian Capital Territory (Self-Government) Act 1988 (the 

Self Government Act) provides for a Legislative Assembly 

empowered to make laws for the peace, order and good government 

of the Territory. Section 34 of the Self Government Act provides 

that ACT Ordinances, certain specified Commonwealth Acts 

(converted Commonwealth 'Acts) and Imperial Acts and NSW ~ c t s  in 

force in the ACT are to be taken to be enactments of the 

Legislative Assembly. A number of these laws are reserved under 

Commonwealth control, but the Self Government Act provides for 

some of the reserved laws to become enactments of the ACT 

Legislative Assembly at a later date. 

The details .of the Self-Government (Citation of Laws) Ordinance 

1989 are contained in the Attachment. - 

ISSUED BY THE AUTHORITY OF 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR 

THE ARTS AND TERRITORIES 
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ATTACHMENT 

SELF-GOVERNMENT (CITATION OF LAWS) ORDINANCE 1989 \ 

Sect ion  1 provides f o r  the c i t a t i o n  of t he  Ordinance, both before  

and a f t e r  self-government day. 

Sect ion 2 provides f o r  the commencement of t h e  Ordinance. 
i' 

Subsection (1) provides t h a t  s ec t ions  1 and 2 of' t h e  Ordinance 

commence on g a z e t t a l .  Subsection ( 2 )  provides t h a t ,  sub jec t  t o  

c e r t a i n  o ther  provis ions  of t h e  Ordinance (which de lay  t h e  

opera t ion  of c e r t a i n  amendments u n t i l  re levant  laws become 
' 

enactments) t he  remaining provis ions  of t h e  Ordinance commence on 

s e l  £-government day. 

Sect ion 3 de f ines  c e r t a i n  words and phrases  commonly used in  t he  

Ordinance. 

s e c t i o n  4 is' an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  provis ion  providing that ;  i n  t he  

Ordinance, a re ference  t o  an Ordinance o r  a Commonwealth Act 

r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  an enactment, subordinate  law, reserved law o r  

converted Commonwealth Act s h a l l  be read a s ' a  re ference  t o  an 

Ordinance o r  a Commonwealth Act t h a t  i s  i n  force .  I, 

Sect ion 5 amends enactments gene ra l ly  t o  provide f o r  t h e  c i t a t i o n  L 

of A.C.T. primary laws a f t e r  self-government and, a s  a 

consequence, t o  c l a r i f y  re ferences  i n  those  laws t o  Commonwealth 

Acts. 

Sect ion 6 makes s imi l a r  amendments of A.C.T. subordinate  laws. 

Sect ion 7 makes s imi l a r  amendments of reserved Ordinances, S t a t e  (, ' 
Acts and Imperial  Acts. 

Sect ion 8 makes s imi l a r  modif icat ions of converted Commonwealth 

Acts. 
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Sect ion 9 provides t h a t  e x i s t i n g  general  r e f e rences  t o  Acts i n  

A.C.T. laws s h a l l  be read a s  re ferences  t o  Commonwealth Acts. 

Sect ion 10 recognises  t h a t  some c i t a t i o n  a l t e r a t i o n s  w i l l  be 

e f f ec t ed  i n  Ordinances made prepara tory  t o  self-government and 

avoids t he  r i s k  of a double amendment. 
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