
EXPLANATORY STATeMENT 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

PLUMBERS; DRAINERS AND GASFITTERS BOARD (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 
1988 

ORDINANCE NO 13 OF 1 9 8 8  

The  P l u m b e r s ;  D r a i n e r s  and Gas f  i t ters Board O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 2  ( t h e  
' P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e ' )  e s t a b l i s h e s  a Board t o  l i c e n c e  p l u m b e r s ,  
d r a i n e r s  and  g a s f i t t e r s  and t o  f i x  and assess q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h o s e  l i c e n c e s .  

The P l u m b e r s ;  D r a i n e r s  and  G a s f  i t ters Board (Amendment) O r d i n a n c e  
1 9 8 8  ( " t h e  o r d i n a n c e " )  r e s u l t s  f rom r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  b y  t h e  Master 
P l u m b e r s  and  S a n i t a r y  E n g i n e e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  ACT. 

The Ord i n a n c e  : 

. s t r e a m l i n e s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b y  a l l o w i n g  a n  o p t i o n  o f  a f i v e  
y e a r  l i c e n c e  i n  a d d i t i o n  to t h e  e x i s t i n g  o n e  y e a r  l i c e n c e  and 
e n d i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a l l  l i c e n c e s  t o  e x p i r e  o n  3 1  March 
e a c h  y e a r  b y  s u b s t i t u t i n g  a new p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  l i c e n c e s  w i l l  
e x p i r e  o n  t h e  f i r s t  or f i f t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e i r  i s s u e ,  a s  
t h e  case may be; and 

. r e q u i r e s  a p e r s o n  w h o . c o n n e c t s  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s  t o  t h e  water 
s u p p l y  t o  be l i c e n s e d .  

The C a n b e r r a  S e w e r a g e  and Water  S u p p l y  R e g u l a t i o n s  made u n d e r  
t h e  B u i l d i n g  and S e r v i c e s  O r d i n a n c e  1 9 2 4  w i l l  be amended to  
r e q u i r e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  p l u m b e r s  t o  t a k e  o u t  a  permit f o r  work 
on s p r i n k l e r s  i n v o l v i n g  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  water s u p p l y  and t o  
p r o v i d e  t h a t  s u c h  work i s  t o  be p e r f o r m e d  b y  l i c e n s e d  water 
s u p p l y  p l u m b e r s  ; 1 i c e n s e d  journeyman p l u m b e r s  or 1 i c e n s e d  
s p r i n k l e r  f i t t e r s .  

D e t a i l s  o f  t h e  a m e n d i n g . O r d i n a n c e  a r e  s u p p l i e d  i n  t h e  
accompanying  a t t a c h m e n t .  

ISSUED BY AUTHORITY OF THE MINISTER OF 
STATE FOR THE ARTS AND TERRITORIES 

Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel—also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



ATTACHMENT 

S e c t i o n  1 c i t e s  t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  o f  t h e  O r d i n a n c e .  

- S e c t i o n  2  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  O r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  commence o n  
2 5  March 1988.  

S e c t i o n  3 s p e c i f i e s  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  a s  t h e  P l u m b e r s ,  
D r a i n e r s  and  G a s  f i t t e r s  Board  O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 2 .  

S e c t i o n  4  amends s e c t i o n  24 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  a d d i n g  
a new p a r a g r a p h  2 4 ( l ) ( h )  which  a l l o w s  t h e  i s s u e  t o  a p e r s o n  o f  a 
c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  c o m p e t e n c y  a s  a  " s p r i n k l e r  f i t t e r n .  

S e c t i o n  5 amends s u b s e c t i o n  2 5 ( 1 )  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  
a d d i n g  a new p a r a g r a p h  2 5 ( l ) ( m ) ;  which  creates "a s p r i n k l e r  
f i t t e r ' s  l i c e n c e "  a s  a  f u r t h e r  t y p e  o f  l i c e n c e  which  may be 
i s s u e d .  S e c t i o n  5  also p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  o m i s s i o n  o f  s u b s e c t i o n  
2 5 ( 2 )  a n d  s u b s t i t u t e s  a p r o p o s e d  new s u b s e c t i o n  2 5  ( 2  ) t o  p r o v i d e  
t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  l i c e n c e s  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  2 5  s h a l l  be: 

. i n  w r i t i n g  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  t y p e  o f  l i c e n c e  which  i s  s o u g h t  as 
w e l l  as i t s  5 n t e n d e d  d u r a t i o n ;  and 

. accompanied  b y  t h e  d e t e r m i n e d  f e e .  

S u b s e c t i o n  2 5 ( 3 )  i s  a l s o  amended t o  r e q u i r e  a l i c e n c e  to  s p e c i f y  
t h e  p e r i o d  f o r  which  it i s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  f o r c e .  

S e c t i o n  6  amends s e c t i o n  26 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  to add t h e  
c a t e g o r y  o f  s p r i n k l e r  f i t t e r  a s  o n e  f o r  which  a  l i c e n c e  may n o t  
be i s s u e d  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  25 o f  t h e .  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  u n l e s s  
c e r t a i n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a re  m e t .  

S e c t i o n  7 r e p e a l s  s e c t i o n  29  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  and 
s u b s t i t u t e s  new s e c t i o n s  29 and 29A. N e w  s e c t i o n  2 9  p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  a l i c e n c e  u n l e s s  s o o n e r  c a n c e l l e d  or s u s p e n d e d  r e m a i n s  i n  
f o r c e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  1 y e a r  or 5  y e a r s  ( a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  
l i c e n c e )  commencing o n  t h e  d a t e  o f  i s s u e ;  and  may be renewed i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  s e c t i o n  29A. 

New s e c t i o n  29A p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  Board to  renew a  l i c e n c e  f o r  1 
or 5  y e a r s ;  upon an a p p 1 , i c a t i o n  b e i n g  made and  payment  o f  t h e  
d e t e r m i n e d  f e e .  
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