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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

MOTOR TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE ( ~ 0 . 4 )  1988 

ORDIHANCE NO; t5 OF 1988  

The Motor T r a f f i c  Ord inance  1936 ( " t h e  P r i n c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e " )  is  
an Ord inance  r e l a t i n g  t o  motor  v e h i c l e s  and motor t r a f f i c .  

The Motor T r a f f i c  ( ~ m e n d m e n t )  Ord inance  (No.4) 1988  amends t h e  
P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance  to i n c o r p o r a t e  r e v i s e d  p e n a l t i e s  i n  r e s p e c t  
o f  c e r t a i n  o f f e n c e s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  s e c t i o n  189. S e c t i o n  189 makes 
i t  an o f  f ence ;  amongst o t h e r  t h i n g s ;  t o  d r i v e  a v e h i c l e  on a 
p u b l i c  road  w i t h  an  i n a d e q u a t e l y  s e c u r e d  t r a i l e r ,  which i s  i n  a  
dange rous  c o n d i t i o n ;  or which h a s  a  l o a d  which i s  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  
p l a c e d  or c a r r i e d  s o  as t o  endanger  o t h e r  road  users. As s e c t i o n  
189  d o e s  no t  s p e c i f y  a p e n a l t y ;  t h e  maximum p e n a l t y  o f  $500 under  
s e c t i o n  192 a p p l i e s .  T h i s  amount i s  c o n s i d e r e d  to b e  
i n a p p r o p r i a t e  a s  such  an o f  f e n c e  c a n  resu l t  i n  loss o f  l i f e  o r  
s e r i o u s  i n j u r y .  A maximum p e n a l t y  o f  $2 ,000 h a s  been  i n c l u d e d  
f o r  such  an o f f e n c e .  

D e t a i l s  o f  t h e  Ord inance  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  1 c i t e s  t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  o f  t h e  Ordinance .  

S e c t i o n  2  amends s e c t i o n  189  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  by: 

. o m i t t i n g p a r a g r a p h  1 8 9 ( l ) ( d )  and s u b s t i t u t i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  
1 8 9 ( l )  ( d )  and ( d a ) .  Pa rag raph  1 8 9 ( l )  ( d )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  i t  i-c 
--*f m~-t-o-  -yp&-=-. a - t railer attach>dt5 a i o t o v e h  i c l  e 
u n l e s s  t h e  t r a i l e r  is s e c u r e l y  f a s t e n e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  
t h e  motor v e h i c l e .  Pa rag raph  1 8 9 ( l ) ( d a )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  i t  is 
an  o f f e n c e  t o  have  a  t r a i l e r  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  motor  v e h i c l e  
u n l e s s  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  number o f  t h e  t r a i l e r  is i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  from t h e  r e a r  o r  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
t r a i l e r  ; 

. o m i t t i n g  from s u b s e c t i o n  1 8 9 ( 2 )  " s u b - ~ a r a g r a ~ h  (1 ) ( d )  ( i )  " 
and s u b s t i t u t i n g "  p a r a g r a p h  ( 1 )  ( d ) ;  

. a d d i n g  a t  t h e  end o f  s e c t i o n  189 s u b s e c t i o n  ( 3 )  which 
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  pe r son  who i s  g u i l t y  o f  an o f f e n c e  a g a i n s t  
pa rag raph  (1) ( b ) ;  ( d ) ;  ( i ) ;  ( j )  o r  (k) is  p u n i s h a b l e ;  on  
c o n v i c t i o n ;  by a f i n e  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  $2;000. 
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