
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

MOTOR TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE (NO. 5 )  1988 

ORDINANCE NO. \6 OF 1988 

The Motor T r a f f i c  Ord inance  1936 ( " t h e  P r i n c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e " )  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  motor v e h i c l e s  and motor t r a f f i c  i n  
t h e  T e r r i t o r y .  

The Motor T r a f f i c  (Amendment) O r d i n a n c e  (No. 5 )  1988 amends t h e  
P r i n c i p a l  Ord inance  e n a b l i n g  p e r s o n a l i s e d  number-p la tes  to  be  
i s s u e d  i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r y .  T h i s  i s  a c h i e v e d  by p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  t h e  
R e g i s t r a r  o f  Motor V e h i c l e s  may sell  or h i r e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  use  
s u c h  p l a t e s .  The amendments s i m p l i f y  p r o c e d u r e s  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  
manufac tu re  and issue o f  number -p l a t e s  and e n a b l e  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  
t o  g r a n t  motor t r a f f i c  l i c e n c e s  f o r  a p e r i o d  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  s i x  
y e a r s .  A number o f  c o n s e q u e n t i a l  amendments have a l s o  been  made. 

The e f f e c t  o f '  e a c h  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s '  i s  set o u t  i n  t h e  
Attachment.  
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ATTACHMENT 

MOTOR TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE (NO. 5 )  1988 

S e c t i o n  1 c i t e s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  O r d i n a n c e  as  t h e  Motor T r a f f i c  
(Amendment ) O r d i n a n c e  (NO. 5 ) 1 9 8 8 .  

S e c t i o n  2 i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  ' P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e '  a s  t h e  Motor 
T r a f f i c  O r d i n a n c e  19%. -- 
S e c t i o n  3 d e a l s  w i t h  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  4 r e p e a l s  s e c t i o n  17A o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  a n d  
i n s e r t s  s e c t i o n s  17A a n d  17R.  

S u b s e c t i o n  1 7 ~ ( 1 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  may i s s u e  a w r i t t e n  
i n s t r u m e n t  to  d e t e r m i n e :  

. t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  a n d  l a y o u t  o f  n u m b e r - p l a t e s ;  

. t h e  material  n u m b e r - p l a t e s  w i l l  be made f r o m ;  a n d  

. t h e  n u m b e r s  t h a t  may h e  a l l o c a t e d  as r e g i s t r a t i o n  n u m b e r s  o f  
v e h i c l e s .  

S u b s e c t i o n  17A ( 2  ) p r o v i d e s  that a n d m b e r - p l a t e  i s s u e d  i n  respdct 
o f  a r e g i s t e r e d  v e h i c l e  s h a l l  d i s p l a y  t h e  number  a l l o c a t e d  b y  t h e  
R e g i s t r a r  as t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  number  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e .  

S u b s e c t i o n  1 7 ~ ( 1 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  i s s u e  t w o  
n u m b e r - p l a t e s  upon r e g i s t e r i n g  a  motor v e h i c l e  o t h e r  t h a n  a 
m o t o r c y c l e .  

S u b s e c t i o n  1 7 ~ ( 2 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  i s s u e  o n e  
n u m b e r - p l a t e  when r e g i s t e r i n g  a  m o t o r c y c l e  or t r a i l e r .  

S e c t i o n  5 a m e n d s  s e c t i o n  18 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y :  

. d e l e t i n g  f r o m  s u b s e c t i o n  1 8 ( 1 )  t h e  w o r d s  " i n  p u r s u a n c e  o f  
s e c t i o n  17A" and i n s e r t i n g  t h e  w o r d s  " i n  r e s p e c t ,  o f  t h e  
v e h i c l e " ;  

. d e l e t i n g  f r o m  s u b s e c t i o n  1 8 ( 1 ~ )  t h e  w o r d s  " i n  p u r s u a n c e  o f  
s e c t i o n  l 7 A "  and  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  w o r d s  " i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  motor 
c y c l e " ;  

. d e l e t i n g  f rom s u h s ~ , c t  i o n  l R ( 2 )  the w o r ~ 3 s  " i n  p u r s u i l n c e  o f  
s e c t i o n  17A" and  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  worrls  " i n  r e s p e c t  of t h e  
t r a i l e r " ;  

. d e l e t i n g  su!,si?ct. it>n 1 :>i.i); q n t l  
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. i r l s e r t i n g  s u b s e c t i o n  l R ( 3 )  to p r o v i r l e  t h a t  a r e f e r e n c e  i n  
s e c t i o n  18 to t h e  i s s u e  o f  n u m b e r - p l a t e s  s h a l l  b e  r e a d  a s  a  
r e f e r e n c e  to t h e  i s s u e  o f  ?u.$&-..number-plates under  o r  by  
v i r t u e  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d r ~ ~ n c e .  I 

S e c t i o n  6 amends s e c t i o n  1 9  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  
r e p e a l i n g  s u b s e c t i o n s  1 9 ( 1 )  a n d  ( 3 )  and i n s e r t i n g  
s u b s e c t i o n  1 9 ( 1 ) .  

S u b s e c t i o n  1 9 ( 1 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  n u m b e r - p l a t e s  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  motor 
v e h i c l e s  may be r e t u r n e d  to t h e  R e g i s t r a r  where  t h e  i s s u e d  
n u m b e r - p l a t e ,  or p l a t e s ,  h a s  become s o  damaged or d e f a c e d  t h a t  
a n y  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o n  t h e  n u m b e r - p l a t e  a r e  n o t  c l e a r l y  
v i s i b l e  o r  t h e  owner o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  v e h i c l e  s u b m i t s  a  w r i t t e n  
r e q u e s t  to t h e  R e g i s t r a r  to r e p l a c e  t h e  n u m b e r - p l a t e  or 
n u m b e r - p l a t e s  and  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  n u m b e r - p l a t e  or 
p l a t e s  . 
S e c t i o n  7  amends s e c t i o n  2 0  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  by:  

. d e l a t i n g  f rom s u b s e c t i o n s  2 0 ( 1 )  and  ( 2 )  t h e  words  " l o s t  or 
d e s t r o y e d "  a n d ,  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  w o r d s  " l o s t ,  s t o l e n  or 
d e s t r o y e d " ;  

. d e l e t i n g  f rom s u b s e c t i o n  2 0 ( 1 )  t h e  w o r d s  "loss or d e s t r u c t i o n "  
and i n s e r t i n g  t h e  w o r d s  " l o s s ,  t h e f t  or d e s t r u c t i o n " :  a n d  

. amending  s u b s e c t i o n  2 0 ( 3 )  t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  where  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  
h a s  i s s u e d  a  n u m b e r - p l a t e  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  a motor v e h i c l e  
b e c a u s e  a  n u m b e r - p l a t e  h a s  b e e n  lost, s t o l e n  or d e s t r o y e d  t h e  
owner  o f  t h a t  v e h i c l e  s h a l l  r e t u r n  to t h e  R e g i s t r a r  a n y  
n u m b e r - p l a t e  p r e v i o u s l y  i s s u e d  i n  respect o f  t h a t  v e h i c l e  
which  h a s  n o t  b e e n  lost ,  s t o l e n  or d e s t r o y e d .  - -- -- 

S e c t i o n  8 amends t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  d e l e t i n g  
p a r a g r a p h  2 2 ( 2 ) ( b )  and i n s e r t i n g  a  new p a r a g r a p h .  P a r a g r a p h  1 
2 2 ( 2 ) ( b )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s a l e  o f  a motor v e h i c l e  
where  t h e  new owner h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  t h e  n u m b e r - p l a t e  or plates ,  
t h e  new owner  s h a l l  w i t h i n  1 4  d a y s  o f  t h e  s a l e  e i t h e r  r e t u r n  t h e  
n u m b e r - p l a t e  or p l a t e s  to t h e  R e g i s t r a r  and  r e q u e s t  c a n c e l l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  or a p p l y  t o  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  i n  w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  
t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  9  amends s e c t i o n  26A o f  the P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  
d e l e t i n g  t h e  w o r d s  " t h e  commencement d a t e "  and i n s e r t i n g  ' 
" 2 7  J u l y  1 9 8 3 "  and by d e l e t i n g  c e r t a i n  d e f i n i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  s e c t i o n  4 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e .  

S e c t i o n  1 0  amends s u b s e c t i o n  269 (2 ) o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  
'( 

d e l e t i n g  t h e  w o r d s  " t h e  commencement d a t e "  and i n s e r s t  i n g  
" 2  J u l  1 9 0 3 " .  

S e c t i o n  11 d t + l e t e s  s u b s e c t i o n  ?ti l l  (2 ) o f  t h e  P r  i n c i p 3 1  O r d i n a n c e  
and i n s e r t s  a new s u b s e c t i o ? .  S u b s e c t i o n  2 6 ~ ( 2 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  
upon t h e  i s s u e  o f  n u m b e r - p l a t e s  t h a t  had  beer1 r e s e r v e d  unclgr 
s e c t i o n  2( iC o f  t h e  P r i n c i . p a 1  O r d i n a n c e  t h e  owner  o f  t h e  
r c g i s t e r e i l  v r > i ~ i c l e  i s  t o  r e t ~ l r n  to t h e  R e g i s t c a r  a n y  

'number-p1.1 t : .s  prt!v io11.sl y i s su t .n t l  f .>r - t . h a t  v r ? h i c l ~ ~ .  
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Section 12 amends the Pr inc ipal  Ordinance by inser t ing  Part  IIB - 
Special Registrat ion Numbers.., .earat I I B  cons i s t s  of sect ions 26H 
t o  26s inclusive.  

Section 26H dea l s  with in te rp re ta t ions  a f fec t ing  Par t  115. 

Section 265 provides tha t  any appl ica t ion  to  the Registrar in 
respect  of any matter under Part  IIB s h a l l  be in accordance with 

. a  form made avai lable  by the Registrar ,  executed by the applicant  
and lodged a t  the Office of the  Registrar .  

Section 26K provides tha t  a  prescribed r igh t  under Part  IIB is  
personal property. 

Section 26L provides tha t  the r igh t  t o  the a l loca t ion  of a 
specia l  number-plate may be sold by the Registrar  on such terms 
a s  may be determined in wri t ing by the Registrar .  The sec t ion  
a l so  provides tha t  the purchaser may extend the  term t o  the  r i g h t  
acquired : 

. subsection 26L(1) provides tha t  the Registrar  may s e l l  the 
r igh t  to  the a l locat ion  of a  specia l  number; 

. subsection 26L(2) prevents the Registrar  from s e l l i n g  the 
r igh t  to the a l locat ion  of any spec ia l  number tha t  is the  
regis tered  number of a  vehic le  o r  a  spec ia l  number-plate i n  
respect  of which an appl ica t ion  i s  pending under sec t ion .  26M; 

. subsection 26L(3) allows the  Registrar  t o  determine, in 
wri t ing,  the  terms under which the r i g h t  t o  the a l loca t ion  of 
a  specia l  number-plate will be sold; and 

. subsection 2 6 ~ ( 4 )  provides tha t  the Registrar  may; upon 
appl ica t ion  by the owner of the r igh t  and payment of the  
determined fee, extend the term of the r i g h t  t o  the a l loca t ion  
of the specia l  number. 

Section 26M provides tha t  the Registrar  may grant  a  r i g h t  t o  the 
a l loca t ion  of a  special  number where the  motor vehicle bearing 
the specia l  number-plate has been previously sold or  t h a t  number 
has been assigned: 

. subsection 26!4(1) provides t h a t  the owner of a regis tered  
vehicle which has a spec ia l  number may apply to  the Registrar  
for  the withdrawal of the specia l  number a s  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
number and for the grant  of the r igh t  t o  the a l loca t ion  of the  
specia l  number; 

. subsection 2 6 ~ ( 2 )  provides tha t  the Registrar  s h a l l  upon 
receip t  of an applic2tion,  together with the pa r t i cu la r  
specia l  number-plates a n d  the determined fee,  withdraw the 
specia l  number as  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  number of the vehicle and 
grdn t  the r ight  ; 

. subsection 2 G ~ ( 3 )  provides tha t  a r ight  t o  the a l loca t ion  of a  
specia l  n u m b e r  granted u n d e r  new sect ion 26M s h a l l  be i n  
w r  i t  i n q ;  trill 
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. s u \ ) s e c t i o n  2 5 ~ i 4 )  p r o v i c l e s  t h a t  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  a l l o c a t e  .a 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  number o t h e r  th.a&..a s p e c i a l  number and i s s u e  
n u m b e r - p l a t e s  where  tht:. R e g i s L r a r  h a s  wi thdrawn t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  
o f  a  s p e c i a l  number iis t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  number o f  a  v e h i c l e  
and t h e  owner oE t h e  v e h i c l e  h a s  n o t  a p p l i e d  f o r  c a n c e l l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e .  

S e c t i o n  26N d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  a  r e s e r v e d  r i g h t  to t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i a l  number:  

. s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 N ( l )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  r e s e r v e d  r i g h t  to t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i a l  number s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  1 2  months ;  

. s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 N ( 2 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  where  t h e  owner  o f  a r e s e r v . e d  
r i g h t  a p p l i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  
R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  e x t e n d  t h e  term o f  a  r i g h t  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  
s e c t i o n  26M f o r  a  p e r i o d  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  1 2  months  upon payment  
o f  t h e  d e t e r m i n e d  f e e ;  a n d  \ 

. s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 N ( 3 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  r e s e r v e d  r i g h t  t o  t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i a l  number s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  5 y e a r s  f rom 
t h e  d a t e  o n  which t h e  r i g h t  i s  g r a n t e d .  i 

S e c t i o n  26P p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  a d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  
R e g i s t r a r  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  to e x t e n d  or f u r t h e r  
e x t e n d  t h e  term o f  a  r e s e r v e d  r i g h t :  

. s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 P ( 1 )  p r o v i d e s  f o r  an  a p p e a l  to t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
A p p e a l s  T r i b u n a l  f o r  a r e v i e w  o f  a  d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  
u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 ~  ( 2  ) e x t e n d i n g  or f u r t h e r  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  
term o f  a r e s e r v e d  r i g h t  f o r  a  p e r i o d  less t h a n  t h a t  s o u g h t  b y  
t h e  a p p l i c a n t ;  and  

. s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 P ( 2 )  p r o v i d e s  c h a t  where  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  h a s  
e x t e n d e d  o r  f u r t h e r  e x t e n d e d  t h e  term o f  t h e  r e s e r v e d  r i g h t  
f o r  a p e r i o d  less t h a t  s o u g h t  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  e x t e n s i o n  s h a l l  
i n c l u d e  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t h a t  a n  a p p e a l  may 
be made to A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A p p e a l s  T r i b u n a l  f o r  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  and t h a t  a  p e r s o n  whose i n t e r e s t s  a r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  may r e q u e s t  d s t a t e m e n t  o f  r e a s o n s ;  

. s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 P ( 3 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  a  d e c i s i o n  b y  
the R e g i s t r a r  t o  e x t s n d  o r  f u r t h e r  e x t e n d  t h e  term o f  a  
r e s e r v e 3  r i g h t ,  f o r  a p e r i o d  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  s o u g h t  s h a l l  n o t  be 
a f f e c t e d  b y  a f a i l u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  
s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 P ( 2 ) .  

S e c t i o n  2G12 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a 
s p e c i a l  number g r a n t e d  u n d e r  new s e c t i o n  26M may be a s s i g n e d :  

. sul):;12cti~1n 2 ( i : l ( l  ) p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  ;i 
sprc:i.ql number s h a l l  not be a s s i g n e d  u n l e s s  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  
, ~ p p t - o v ~ s  t h e  ASS l l j t l ~ n t - ~ ~ ~  t t13 t h e  p r o p o s e d  a s s i g n e e ;  and  

Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel—also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



. . s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 ~ ( 2 )  r e q u i r e s  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  t o  a p p r o v e  t h e  
a s s i g n m e n t  to t h e  p r o p o s e d  a s s i g n e e  where  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  
r e c e i v e s  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f rom--the owner  o f  t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  
d e t e r m i n e d  f e e  is p a i d .  T h e . - R e g i s t r a r  w i l l  a l s o  be r e q u i r e d  
to  a d v i s e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  b y  n o t i c e  i n  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  a p p r o v a l .  

S e c t i o n  26R p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  a  r i g h t  to t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i a l  number: 

. s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 R ( 1 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  owner  o f  a  r i g h t  to t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i a l  number s h a l l  a p p l y  to t h e  R e g i s t r a r  
f o r  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  s p e c i a l  number a s  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
number and t h e  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l ,  b y  n o t i c e  i n  w r i t i n g  to t h e  
a p p l i c a n t ,  a p p r o v e  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  where  t h e  v e h i c l e  is owned 
b y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  and t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  n o t  a  t a x i ,  motor omnibus ,  
p r i v a t e  h i r e  c a r ,  motor v e h i c l e  o f  a  member o f  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  
c o r p s ,  v e t e r a n  v e h i c l e ,  v i n t a g e  v e h i c l e  o r  h i s t o r i c  v e h i c l e ;  

. s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 R ( 2 )  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l ,  o n  
r e g i s t e r i n g  a  v e h i c l e  to which  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i a l  number r e l a t e s ,  a l l o c a t e  t h e  s p e c i a l  
number and i s s u e  n u m b e r - p l a t e s ;  and 

. s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 R ( 3 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  where  t h e  v e h i c l e  to  which  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i a l  number re lates  i s  
a l r e a d y  r e g i s t e r e d  t h e  n u m b e r - p l a t e s  a l r e a d y  i s s u e d  must  be 
r e t u r n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  s p e c i a l  number is a l l o c a t e d  and t h e  ,number  
p l a t e s  i s s u e d .  

S e c t i o n  2 6 s  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  may, o n  s u c h  terms as may 
be d e t e r m i n e d  i n  w r i t i n g  b y  t h e  ~ e g i s t r a r ;  h i r e  o u t  n u m b e r - p l a t e s  
t h a t  d i s p l a y  s p e c i a l  numbers .  

S e c t i o n  1 3  amends s e c t i o n  1 0 5  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  
d e l e t i n g  s u b s e c t i o n  1 0 5 ( 1 ~ )  and  i n s e r t i n g  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 1 ~ )  t h a t  
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  l i c e n c e  t o  d r i v e  a motor  v e h i c l e  s h a l l  r e m a i n  i n  
f o r c e  f o r  s u c h  p e r i o d ;  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  6  y e a r s ,  a s  is s p e c i f i e d  i n  
t h e  l i c e n c e .  

S e c t i o n  1 4  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a n y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  made b e f o r e  t h e  
commencement o f  t h e  O r d i n a n c e  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  
n u m b e r - p l a t e s  t o  be i s s u e d  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  v e h i c l e s  s h a l l  r e m a i n  i n  
f o r c e  a s  i f  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  had  b e e n  made b y  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  17A. 
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