
EXPLILVATORY STATEMEW - - 

ORDINANCE NO. 3 1  OF 1988 

The E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water (Consequential  ~mendments ) 
Ordinance 1988 ( t h e  Ordinance) amends c e r t a i n  ACT Ordinances a s  a 
consequence of the  es tabl ishment  of t h e  ACT E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water 
Author i ty  ( t h e  Author i ty)  under the E l e c t r i c i t y  and water 
Ordinance 1988. 

On 1 J u l y  1983, the  Authority cominenced the  supply of e l e c t r i c i t y  
and water and the  provis ion of sewerage s e r v i c e s .  

The ordinance;  which came i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  on 1 J u l y  1988, m3.ke.s 
amendments t o  t h e  Building ordinance 1972; t h e  ~ a t u r e  
Conservation Ordinance 1980 and t h e  Plumbers, Drainers and 
G a s f i t t e r s  Board Ordinance 1982 which a r e  ninor  and of a 
r e f e r e n t i a l  nature .  

' The Bui lding and Services  Ordinance 1924 i s  amended by t h e  
Ordinance t o  remove from the  Minis ter  the  power t o  determine 
charges under t h e  Building and Services .  ordinance i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

' the  supply of e l e c t r i c i t y  o r  water or  t h e  p rov i s ion  of a sewerage 
: system. The Minis ter  r e t a i n s  h i s  powers t o  cons t ruc t  works f o r  

a l l  s e r v i c e s  under the  Building and S e r v i c e s  Ordinance and h i s  
power t o  determine .fees and charges f o r  s e r v i c e s  o t h e r  than t h e  
supply of e l e c t r i c i t y  or  water o r  the p r o v i s i o n  of a sewerage 
s e r v i c e .  

The Ordinance amends the  E l e c t r i c i t y  Ordinance 1971, the  Sewerage 
Rates Ordinance 1968 and t h e  Water Rates  Ordinance 1959 t o  

' provide for  the  Author i ty  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  M i n i s t e r ' s  former 
powers under those  ordinances f o r  a l l  ma t te r s  o the r  than t h e  

; determinat ion of fees  and the  r e g u l a t i o n  making power. The 
Author i ty  has the power under t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water 
Ordinance 1988 t o  determine charges f o r  o r  i n  connection with the  
supply of e l e c t r i c i t y  or  water or  t h e  p rov i s ion  of sewerage 
s e r v i c e s .  

Amendments t o  the Land Rent and Rates (Deferment and Remission) 
Ordinance 1970 provide the  Author i ty  with the  power t o  de fe r  
payments f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y ;  water or  sewerage r a t e s  and the power 
t o  give  r e b a t e s  t o  pensioners o r  t o  persons in  cases  of hardship .  

The Water ( R e s t r i c t i o n  of use) Ordinance 1959 i s  repealed.  

D e t a i l s  of the Ordinance a r e  included i n  the  Attachment. 
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ATTACHMENT -. 

E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water (consequen t ia l  Amendments) Ordinance 1988 

Sec t ion  1 c i t e s  the  s h o r t  t i t l e  of t h e  proposed Ordinance. 

Sec t ion  2,.provides t h a t  t h e  Ordinance s h a l l  come i n t o  e f f e c t  on 
1 J u l y  1988. 

Sec t ion  3  r e p e a l s  t h e  Water ( R e s t r i c t i o n  of Use) Ordinance 1959. 

Sec t ion  4  provides  t h a t  t h e  Schedule t o  t h e  Ordinance amends t h e  
Ordinances s p e c i f i e d  t h e r e i n  and i n  t h e  manner s e t  out .  

Sec t ion  5  dea l s  with t r a n s i t i o n a l  mat ters .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  
fol lowing appointments made under va r ious  Ordinances a r e  deemed 
t o  have been made by t h e  ACT E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water Author i ty  on 
t h e  commencement d a t e  of t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water 
Ordinance 1988: 

(1) t h e  R e g i s t r a r  of E l e c t r i c a l  Cont rac to rs  and E l e c t r i c i a n s  
appointed under s e c t i o n  6  of t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  
Ordinance 1971: 

( 2 )  i n s p e c t o r s  appointed under s e c t i o n  32T of t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  
Ordinance 1971: 

( 3 )  inspec to rs  appointed under subsec t ion  17 ( 2 )  of the  Sewerage 
Rates O'rdinance 1968: and 

( 4 )  meter readers  appointed under s e c t i o n  22 of t h e  Water Rates 
Ordinan'ce 1959. 

Sec t ion  6  provides t h a t  notwi ths tanding amendments of t h e  
Bui lding and S e r v i c e s  Ordinance 1924; t h e  Canberra Sewerage and 
Water Supply Regulat ions  opera te  a s  Regulations under t h e  
E l e c t r i c i t y  an'd Water Supply Ordinance. This is  t o  avoid any 
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h e  amendments made by t h i s  Ordinance a r e  found t o  
impl iedly  repea l  those  Regulat ions .  

The Schedule s e t s  out  t h e  var ious  consequent ia l  amendments t o  t h e  
fol lowing Ordinances. Many of the  amendments d e a l  with 
t r a n s f e r r i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  and hence nomenclature; from t h e  
Min i s te r  o r  t h e  Commonwealth t o  the  new Author i ty .  

The Bui lding Ordinance 1972 i s  amended by i n s e r t i n g  t h e  words 
"and Water" a f t e r  the  word " E l e c t r i c i t y "  i n  paragraph 5 3 ( 9 )  (c). 

The Building and S e r v i c e s  0.rdinance 1924 w i l l  be amended by: 

( i )  omi t t ing  t h e  words " the  supply of water or  e l e c t r i c i t y "  
and " the  p rov i s ion  of a  sewerage system" from t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of " s e r v i c e s "  i n  s e c t i o n  1 A ;  
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( i i )  i n s e r t i n g  i n  s e c t i o n  1 A  a d e f i n i t i o n  of "Author i ty"  a s  
' I  meaning t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y  E l e c t r i c i t y  and 

Water Author i ty ;  I, 

( i i i )  omi t t ing  i n  s e c t i o n  3 all .  the  words a f t e r  "Ordinance" 
a ( f i r s t  occur r ing)  and s u b s t i t u t i n g  "and t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  

o t h e r  than p rov i s ions  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  supply of 
e l e c t r i c i t y  or  water or  the  p r o v i s i o n  of a  sewerage 
system; 

( i v )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  word "Author i ty"  f o r  l'Commonwealth" i n  
s e c t i o n  3D (wherever o c c u r r i n g ) ;  and 

( v )  amending s e c t i o n  3F s o  t h a t  t h e  Min i s te r  may determine 
f e e s  and charges f o r  the  purposes of t h e  Ordinance i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  the  supply of s e r v i c e s .  

The E l e c t r i c i t y  Ordinance 1971 is amended by: 

( i )  omi t t ing  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of " t h e  Act", " t h e  Author i ty"  
and " t h e  Chairman" from subsec t ion  4 ( 1 ) ;  

I 

( i i )  i n s e r t i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  of t h e  "Author i ty"  a s  meaning t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y  E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water 
~ u t h o r i t y ;  'Chief Executive O f f i c e r '  a s  having t h e  same 
meaning a s  i n  t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water Ordinance and 
" E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water Ordinance" a s  meaning t h e  
E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water Ordinance 1988; 

( i i i )  omi t t ing  in paragraphs 2 7 ( 1 ) ( b )  and 4 1 ( l ) ( a )  a l l  t h e  
words a f t e r  "determinations1 and subs_ti+uting-llunder- 
s e c t i o n  6 - 3  t h e ~ l e c t r i c i t y  and Water Ordinance"; 

( i v )  omi t t ing  a l l  t h e  words a f t e r  "contravened" i n  
paragraph 2 7 ( l ) ( f )  and s u b s t i t u t i n g  " s e c t i o n  59 or  76 of 
t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water Ordinance"; 

( V  s u b s t i t u t i n g  re fe rences  t o  t h e '  "Chief Execut ive  O f f i c e r "  i 
f o r  re fe rences  t o  t h e  "Chairman" i n  subsec t ions  3 2 ~ ( 3 )  
and ( 4 ) ;  paragraphs 3 2 ~ ( l ) ( a )  and ( b ) ;  subsec t ions  3 2 ~ ( 1 )  
and ( 2 1 ,  33(1)  and ( 3 ~ ) ;  34(2)  and 4 1 ( 1 ) ;  and 

( v i )  omi t t ing  i n  paragraph 3 4 ( l ) ( c )  a l l  t h e  words "made by t h e  
Author i ty  under s e c t i o n  18 of t h e  Act" and s u b s t i t u t i n g  
"under s e c t i o n  6  of t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water Ordinance"; 

( v i i )  i n s e r t i n g  a f t e r  s e c t i o n  43 s e c t i o n  43A s o  t h a t  where a  
f e e  is payable under t h e  ~ x d i n a n c e ;  t h e  f e e  s h a l l  be p a i d  

c 
t o  t h e  Author i ty .  I 

The Land Rent and Rates ( ~ e f e r m e n t  and Remission) Ordinance 1970 
i s  amended by: 
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( i i  ) i n s e r t i n g  a f t e r  s e c t i o n  2A s e c t i o n  '2AB which p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  O r d i n a n c e  a f t e r  
30 J u n e  1988  t o  r a t e s  o t h e r  t h a n  l a n d  r a t e s ;  a  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  ( o t h e r  t h a n  i n  s e c t i o n  2 4 ) ;  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
o r  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  . b e  r e a d  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
A u t h o r i t y  and any  p ronoun  r e f e r r i n q  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o r  
S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  b e  r e a d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  

The N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  O r d i n a n c e  1980 i s  amended by s u b s t i t u t i n g  
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y  E l e c t r i c i t y  and  Wate r  A u t h o r i t y  
f o r  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  " A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y  
E l e c t r i c i t y  A u t h o r i t y  a s  c o n s t i t u t e d  by t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  
T e r r i t o r y  E l e c t r i c i t y  S u p p l y  Ac t  1962".  

The P lumbers ,  D r a i n e r s  and  G a s f i t t e r s  Board O r d i n a n c e  1982 i s  
amended by o m i t t i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of  " P r o p e r  A u t h o r i t y "  i n  
s e c t i o n  3  and s u b s t i t u t i n g  a  new d e f i n i t i o n  s o  t h a t  t h e  P r o p e r  
A u t h o r i t y  h a s  t h e  same meaning a s  i n  t h e  C a n b e r r a  Sewerage  and 
Wate r  S u p p l y  R e g u l a t i o n s .  

The Sewerage R a t e s  O r d i n a n c e  1968  i s  amended by:  

( i )  o m i t t i n g  from s u b s e c t i o n  4 ( 1 )  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  ,. " a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c e r " ,  " d e l e g a t e  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r " ,  
"Depar tment"  and " S e c r e t a r y "  ; 

( i i )  i n s e r t i n g  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  4 ( 1 )  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  " A u t h o r i t y "  
and t h e  " E l e c t r i c i t y  O r d i n a n c e "  a s  meaning t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y  E l e c t r i c i t y  and i y a t e r  A u t h o r i t y  and  t h e  
E l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  Wate r  O r d i n a n c e  1988  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  

( i i i )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  word " ~ u t h o r i t y "  f o r  " M i n i s t e r "  i n  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of  " s e w e r a g e  s e r v i c e s "  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  4 ( 1 )  and  
a t  s u b s e c t i o n s  1 7 ( 2 )  and  ( 3 1 ,  2 5 ( 1 )  and  2 8 ( 3 ) ;  

( i v )  i n s e r t i n g  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  4 ( 1 ~ )  t h e  words " f o r  s e w e r a g e  
r a t e s "  a f t e r  t h e  word " c h a r g e "  and s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  words  
" A u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  48 of  t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and Wate r  
O r d i n a n c e "  f o r  a l l  t h e  words a f t e r  " M i n i s t e r " ;  

( v )  o m i t t i n g  t h e  words  " i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  O r d i n a n c e "  An 
s e c t i o n  7 ;  

( v i )  o m i t t i n g  "19A" a n d  s u b s t i t u t i n g  "50 o f  t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  
and  Wate r  O r d i n a n c e "  i n  s e c t i o n  9 ;  

( v i i )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  word " A u t h o r i t y "  f o r  t h e  words  
" a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c e r "  i n  s u b s e c t i o n s  1 1 ~ 5 )  and 1 3 ( 3 ) ;  

( v i i i )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  " A u t h o r i t y "  f o r  r e f e r e n c e s  
t o  t h e  "Commonwealth" i n  s u b s e c t i o n  1 3 ( 2 )  and 1 3 ( 4 )  ( l a s t  
o c c u r r i n g ) ,  s e c t i o n  20,  s u b s e c t i o n  2 1 ( 1 )  ( l a s t  
o c c u r r i n g ) ,  2 1 ( 2 )  and  2 7 ( 3 ) ;  

( i x )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  words  "48 of  t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and  Wate r  
O r d i n a n c e "  f o r  t h e  number "28A" i n  s u b s e c t i o n 1 1 3 ( 4 ) ;  

( X  o m i t t i n g  ~ u b s e c t i o n  1 7 ( 1 )  1 
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( x i )  o m i t t i n g  in  s u b s e c t i o n ,  l 7 ( 2 )  t h e  words "under h i s  hand" 
and s u b s t i t u t i n g  " i t "  f o r  "he" ;  

( x i i )  o m i t t i n g  " d e l e g a t e  of t he  M i n i s t e r "  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  1 9 ( 1 )  
and s u b s t i t u t i n g  " A u t h o r i t y "  and  omi t t i n g  "by t h i s  
Ordinance" :  i, , 

( x i i i )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  "Au tho r i t y"  f o r  r e f e r e n c e s  '\ 

t o  t h e  " d e l e g a t e  of t he  M i n i s t e r "  i n  s u b s e c t i o n s  1 9 ( 3 ) ,  
subpa rag raphs  2 4 ( l ) ( a ) ( i v )  and  ( b ) ( v ) ;  

( i v x )  r e p e a l i n g  s e c t i o n  19A; 

( x v )  r e p e a l i n g  s e c t i o n  23; (' 

( x v i )  o m i t t i n g  a l l  t h e  words from and i n c l u d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  and  
s u b s t i t u t i n g  " A u t h o r i t y  may; i n  w r i t i n g ,  " i n  
s u b s e c t i o n  2 4 ( 1 ) :  

( x v i i )  o m i t t i n g  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  2 5 ( 1 )  t h e  words " w i t h i n  one  y e a r  
a f t e r  t h e  commencement of t h i s  Ordinance"  and 
s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  word " i t "  f o r  "him"; 

( x v i i i )  o m i t t i n g  s u b s e c t i o n  28A(1);  and 

( x i x )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  words " i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  sewerage r a t e s "  i 
f o r  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  ' 'under s u b s e c t i o n  ( 1 ) " .  

The Water R a t e s  o r d i n a n c e  1959 is amended by: 

( i )  o m i t t i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  " d e l e g a t e  of t h e    in is tor"; 
"Department"  and " S e c r e t a r y "  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  , 4 ( 1 )  ; 

( i i )  i n s e r t i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  of " t h e  A u t h o r i t y "  a s  meaning t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  Ter-r-itor-y-E-leckr-ici-t-y-and-Wat-er 
A u t h o r i t y  and t h e  " E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water Ordinance"  a s  
meaning t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water  Ordinance  1988; 

( i i i )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  "Au tho r i t y"  f o r  t h e  "Min i s t e r "  i n  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of  "meter r e a d e r "  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  4 ( 1 ) ;  

( i v )  o m i t t i n g  t h e  words " i n  acco rdance  wi th  t h i s  Ordinance"  i n  I 

s e c t i o n  5; 

( v )  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  words " f o r  wa te r  r a t e s '  a f t e r  t h e  word 
' charge"  and s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  words "48 of t h e  
E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water  Ordinance"  f o r  t h e  words "33A f o r  
t h e  pu rposes  of t h a t  p r o v i s i o n "  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  4 ( 1 ~ ~ )  ; 

( v i  ) s u b s t i t u t i n g  "48 o f  t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water Ordinance"  
f o r  s e c t i o n  "33A1' i n  subpa rag raphs  6 ( l ) ( b ) ( i )  and ( i i ) ;  
s u b s e c t i o n  6 ( 3 )  ( f i r s t  o c c u r r i n g ) ;  pa rag raph  7 ~ ( l ) ( b ) ,  
s u b s e c t i o n  7 ~ . ( 3 ) ;  pa rag raph  7 B ( l )  ( b ) ;  s u b s e c t i o n  7 ~ / 3 )  ; 
pa rag raph  7 ~ ( l )  ( b ) ;  s u b s e c t i o n  7 ~ ( 3 )  and  
subpa rag raph  1 4 ( l )  ( c )  ( i i  ) and s u b s t i t u t i n g .  " t h a t  s e c t i o n 1 '  
f o r  " s e c t i o n  33A" ( l a s t  o c c u r r i n g )  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  6 ( 3 ) ;  
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( v i i )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  r e E e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  " A u t h o r i t y "  f o r  r e f e r e n c e s  
t o  t h e  " d e l e g a t e  of t h e  M i n i s t e r  i n  s u b s e c t i o n s  7 ( 4 ) ;  
1 7 ( 1 ) ;  ( 1 ~ ) r  ( 2 1 ,  ( 3 ) ;  ( 4 )  a n d  ( 5 1 ,  s e c t i o n  18 ( w h e r e v e r  
o c c u r r i n g ) ,  s u b s e c t i o n  1 9 ( 1 ) ;  s e c t i o n  2 0 ,  20A, 20B, 
s u b s e c t i o n  2 1 ( 1 ) ,  2 4 ( 1 )  a n d  ( 2 1 ,  2 5 ( 1 )  a n d  ( 2 ) ,  and  
2 7 ( 1 ) :  

( x i )  

( x i i )  

( x i i i )  

( i v x )  

s u b s t i t u t i n g  " i t "  f o r  " h e "  i n  s e c t i o n s  20A, 208 a n d  22; 

r e p e a l i n g  s e c t i o n  21A: 

s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  word " A u t h o r i t y "  f o r  t h e  words " M i n i s t e r  
may; by w r i t i n g  u n d e r  h i s  h a n d "  i n  s e c t i o n  22;  

r e p e a l i n g  s e c t i o n  24A; 

s u b s t i t u t i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  " A u t h o r i t y "  f o r  "Commonwealth" 
i n  s e c t i o n  26; s u b s e c t i o n  2 6 A ( l )  ( l a s t  o c c u r r i n g ) ,  26A(2)  
a n d  3 2 ( 2 ) ;  

r e p e a l i n g  sect i o n  29 ; 

s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  word " A u t h o r i t y "  f o r  t h e  word 
" S e c r e t a r y "  and t h e  word " i t "  f o r  t h e  word "him" i n  
s u b s e c t i o n  3 0 ( 1 ) ;  

o m i t t i n g  " S e c r e t a r y "  a n d  s u b s t i t u t i n g  " A u t h o r i t y "  i n  
p a r a g r a p h  3 0 ( 3 ) ( b ) ;  

( x v i )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  words "A meter r e a d e r  or a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  
a u t h o r i s e d  by t h e  A u t h o r i t y "  f o r  t h e  words "The d e l e g a t e  
o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o r  a  mete r  r e a d e r ' '  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  3 3 ( 1 ) ;  

( x v i i )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  words " a  p e r s o n  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  
s u b s e c t i o n  ( 1 ) "  f o r  t h e  words " t h e  d e l e g a t e  o f  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  o r  a meter r e a d e r "  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  3 3 ( 2 ) :  

( x v i i i )  o m i t t i n g  t h e  words "and  c h a r g e s "  from s u b s e c t i o n  3 3 ~ ( 1 ) ;  

( x i x )  s u b s t i t u t i n g  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  " s e c t i o n  48 of  t h e  
E l e c t r i c i t y  and  Water  O r d i n a n c e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  w a t e r  
r a t e s "  f o r  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  " s u b s e c t i o n  (1)" i n  
s u b s e c t i o n  3 3 ~ ( 2 ) ;  and  

( x x )  i n s e r t i n g  a f t e r  s e c t i o n  33A s e c t i o n  338 s o  t h a t  where  a  
f e e  is p a y a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  O r d i n a n c e  t h e  f e e  s h a l l  b e  p a i d  
t o  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .  
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