
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

ELECTRICITY AND WATER (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 1988 

ORDINANCE NO. 5 7  OF 1988 

The  E l e c t r i c i t y  and  Water O r d i n a n c e  1988 ( t h e  P r i n c i p a l  
O r d i n a n c e )  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  ACT E l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  Water A u t h o r i t y  t o  
r e t i c u l a t e  e l e c t r i c i t y  and  water and p r o v i d e  sewerage  s e r v i c e s .  

I 

The E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water  (Amendment) O r d i n a n c e  1988 removes 
c e r t a i n  e n t r y  and  s e a r c h  powers  and  l i m i t s  t h e  powers o f  
a u t h o r i s e d  p e r s o n s  under P a r t  V I  I1 t o  o f f e n c e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

, P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  and t h e  R e g u l a t i o n s  so as t o  comply w i t h  - 
Commonwealth c r i m i n a l  law p o l i c y  and t o  m i n i m i s e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  e x c e s s i v e  use  o f  t h e s e  powers .  The O r d i n a n c e  a l s o  makes 
c e r t a i n  minor c o r r e c t i o n s .  

The d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  O r d i n a n c e  are  a s  f o l l o w s .  
d 

S e c t i o n  1 c i t e s  t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  o f  t h e  O r d i n a n c e  a s  t h e  
E l e c t r i c i t y  and Water ( ~ m e n d m e n t )  O r d i n a n c e  1988. 

S e c t i o n  2  d e f i n e s  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  as t h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  and 
Water O r d i n a n c e  1988. 

S e c t i o n  3 amends p a r a g r a p h  6  (1 ) ( £1 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  
removing t h e  power t o  r e t i c u l a t e  water a s  t h i s  is p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  
p a r a g r a p h  6  ( 1  ) ( d )  . 
S e c t i o n  '4 corrects a n  e r r o r  i n  p a r a g r a p h  2 1  ( 2 )  ( a )  o f  t h e  
P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  by  s u b s t i t u t i n g  " o f "  f o r  " o r " ;  f o u r t h  
o c c u r r i n g .  

S e c t i o n  5 corrects a n  e r r o r  i n  p a r a g r a p h  2 9 ( 2  ) ( a )  o f  t h e  
P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  s u b s t i t u t i n g  " h i s "  f o r  " i s " .  

S e c t i o n  6 c o r r e c t s  a n  e r r o r  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  5 0 ( 5 )  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  
O r d i n a n c e  b y  s u b s t i t u t i n g  " w i t h i n "  f o r  " w i t h " .  

S e c t i o n  7 amends s u b s e c t i o n  52 ( 2 )  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  b y  
removing p a r a g r a p h s  ( a )  and  (b) and l i m i t i n g  o f f e n c e s ;  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  P a r t  VII I ;  t o  o f f e n c e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  
O r d i n a n c e  o r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  8 r e p e a l s  s e c t i o n  5 7  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  which 
p r o v i d e s  c e r t a i n  powers o f  e n t r y  and s e a r c h  i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  
s e r i o u s n e s s  and  u rgency .  

S e c t i o n  9 amends s e c t i o n  76 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  by  
removing from p a r a g r a p h  ( a )  o f  t h e  p e n a l t y  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
impr isonment  f o r  6  months. 
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