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The Motor- Traf  f  i c  (Alcohol and Drugs ) Ordinance 1977 ( t h e  
( " P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance")  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  framework f o r  t h e  d e t e c t i o n  
and d e t e n t i o n  of persons who d r i v e  motor v e h i c l e s  a f t e r  consuming 
a l coho l  o r  drugs.  Sec t ion  47 of t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance g ives  an 
a r r e s t e d  person  a  r i g h t  t o  r eques t  a  medical  examination in  
c e r t a i n  circumstances.  A r ecen t  p r o s e c u t i o n  i n  t h e  ACT 
Mag i s t r a t e s  Court f a i l e d  because the  C o u r t ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was 
t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  e x i s t e d  notwi ths tanding  t h a t  t h e  defendant ' s 
medical cond i t i on  was not  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  o f f ence  wi th  which he 
was charged. This  i s  not  intended.  T h e  Motor T r a f f i c  ( ~ l c o h o l  
and Drugs ) (~mendment ) Ordinance 1987 amends t h e  P r i n c i p a l  
Ordinance t o  inc lude  t h e  of fence  of e scap ing  from custody 
( s e c t i o n  46) among those  p rov i s ions  s p e c i f i c a l l y  excluded from 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t u t o r y  r i g h t  t o  medical  examination. 

The e f f e c t  of each of t he  p rov i s ions  i n  t h e  amending Ordinance i s  
a s  fo l lows:  

S e c t i o n  1 c i t e s  t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  of t h e  Ordinance a s  t h e  
Motor T r a f f i c  (Alcohol and Drugs) (~mendment)  Ordinance 
1987. 

S e c t i o n  2 amends s e c t  ion  47 of t h e  Motor ' ~ r a f  f i c "  (Alcohol. 
and-~rugs).ordinance'1977 t o  p rov ide  t h a t  a  person 
a r r e s t e d  f o r  t h e  o f f ence  of e scap ing  from custody under 
s e c t i o n  46 i s  not  t o  have t h e  r i g h t  of an a r r e s t e d  person  
t o  r eques t  a  medical examination. 
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