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T h e  Optomet r i s t s  (Amendment) Ordinance 1985 ( the  Amending Ordinance)  will 

amend t h e  Optomet r i s t s  Ordinance 1956 ( t h e  Principal  Ordinance). The  

amendments  dea l  with several dis t inct  mat te r s .  T h e  main c h a n g e  t o  t h e  

legislation is t o  allow t h e  use of diagnostic drugs f o r  op tomet r ica l  purposes by . 

optometr is ts .  O t h e r  changes re f lec t  t h e  increasing impor tance  being placed upon 

t h e  question of en t i t l ement  t o  review t h e  decisions of bodies holding decision- 

making powers. T h e r e  a r e  also o ther  miscellaneous changes, such a s  t h e  

simplification of  procedures involved in t h e  fixing of fees ,  t h e  s i z e  of l e t t e r ing  

permissible on not ices  designating premises where op tomet ry  is  being practised, 

advertising by op tomet r ica l  f i rms or  companies and t h e  pract ice of o p t o m e t r y  by 

way of op tomet r ica l  f i rms  or companies. 

T h e  Amending Ordinance will commence on a d a t e  t o  b e  fixed by t h e  Minister f o r  

Terr i tor ies  in t h e  Gaze t te .  

Sect ion 4 of t h e  Amending Ordinance amends sect ion 4 of t h e  Principal Ordinance 

to ,  amongst  o ther  things, include a changed definition of "optometry" t o  permi t  

t h e  use of diagnost ic  drugs fo r  optometr ical  purposes by optometr is ts .  This 

change toge ther  with a proposed amendment  t o  t h e  Poisons and Narco t ic  Drugs 

Ordinance 1978 will have t h e  e f f e c t  of allowing t h e  use of c e r t a i n  specif ied 

diagnostic drugs f o r  optometr ical  purposes by optometr is ts .  Sect ion 4 has  a l so  

been amended t o  d e e m  a natural person, who is a member  of a n  op tomet r ica l  

f i rm,  a s  practising optometry.  

Sect ion 5 changes sec t ion  16 of t h e  Principal Ordinance in i t s  provisions relat ing 

t o  en t i t l ement  t o  registration, including provision f o r  t h e  Minister t o  dec la re  a 

qualification accep tab le  for  registration, and t h e  Optomet r i s t s  Board t o  specify 

any additional requirements  fo r  en t i t l ement  t o  registration. A new sec t ion  17 has  

, been inserted in t h e  Principal Ordinance by sect ion 6, requiring t h e  Board t o  

authorise  regis trat ion if an applicant is ent i t led t o  apply for  regis trat ion and 
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determined f e e  h a s  been paid. 
I 
i 

Sect ion 7 inser ts  a new sec t ion  19A in t h e  Principal Ordinance which requires  t h e  

Board t o  publish in t h e  G a z e t t e  annually t h e  names  and addr i sses  of a l l  

op tomet r i s t s  regis tered under t h e  Ordinance. ' I  I, 

, ( 

Sect ion 8 d e e m s  a person, who h a s  been granted provisional, temporary o r  special  

registration, t o  b e  a regis tered optometr is t  for  t h e  purposes of t h e  newly c r e a t e d  

sect ions 23A and 47AD, and also f o r  t h e  purposes of existing sect ions 31 and  32. \ 

Sect ion 9 provides fo r  new sect ions 23, 23A and 23B in t h e  Principal Ordinance, 

relat ing t o  cancel lat ion o r  suspension of registration of a n  optometr is t ,  a n d  

review by t h e  Optomet r i s t s  Board of any suspension. 

Sect ion TO amends sec t ion  24 of t h e  Principal Ordinance and  , requires  t h e  

Optomet r i s t s  Board t o  hold a n  inquiry before taking deregis trat ion or  disciplinary 

action. 

1 

Section 11 amends  sect ion 26 of t h e  Principal Ordinance providing for  appeal  to 
\ 

t h e  Administrat ive Appeals Tribunal against deregis trat ion and cer ta in  o t h e r  

decisions of t h e  Optomet r i s t s  Board. 

Sect ion 12 inser ts  a new sect ion 26A in t h e  Principal Ordinance and requires  t h e  

Optomet r i s t s  Board t o  inform a person a f fec ted  by a n  adverse decision of t h e  

Board. 

Sect ion 1 3  provides f o r  a new sect ion 27 in t h e  Principal o r d i n a n c e  and allows f o r '  

applications fo r  reregis trat ion t o  be  made in cer tain circumstances. , 

Sect ion 14 amends sub-section 29(3) of t h e  Principal Ordinance t o  exclude a i '  
company from t h e  requiredent t h a t  only a regis tered op tomet r i s t  p rac t i se  

optometry. i 

i 
Sect ion 15 of t h e  Amending Ordinance is a new provision and prbhibits a f i rm or  ,' 

,/ 

' company from advertising t h a t  it will provide an op tomet ry  service. This 

provision has been inser ted for  t h e  purpose of  

Professions Registrat ion Ordinances operating in t h e  ACT. A 

, 
found in t h e  Medical Pract i t ioners  Registration Ordinance 1930. 
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Sect ions 16 and 17 repeal  sub-section 32(2) and sect ion 3 3  of  t h e  Principal 

Ordinance t o ,  amongst  o ther  things, remove  t h e  prohibition on  t h e  use of 

diagnost ic  drugs fo r  optometr ical  purposes by optometrists.  

Sect ion 18 amends sec t ion  33A of t h e  Principal Ordinance s o  t h a t  eyesight 

correct ion sunglasses shall only b e  sold subject  t o  t h e  s a m e  res t r i c t ions  a s  o ther  

eyesight  correct ion spectacles. 

Sect ion 19 repeals  sect ions 34 and 35 of t h e  Principal Ordinance which provided 

t h a t  unregistered persons practising op tomet ry  could not s u e  f o r  fees ,  o r  hold 

appointment  a s  a n  op tomet r i s t  in c e r t a i n  organisations. 

Sect ion 20 inser ts  new sect ions in t h e  Principal Ordinance. New sect ion 47AA 

permits  t h e  Chairman of t h e  Optomet r i s t s  Board t o  notify in  t h e  G a z e t t e  t h e  

decision and reasons f o r  t h e  decision made  by t h e  Optomet r i s t s  Board or. t h e  

Administrat ive Appeals Tribunal. New sect ion 47AB prevents  recovery f o r  

o p t o h e t r i c a l  services  until  t h e  expiry of 3 months f rom t h e  d a t e  of se rv ice  of t h e  

account  fo r  those services. New sect ion 47AC provides f o r  review of accounts  fo r  

op tomet r ica l  f e e s  within 6 months a f t e r  service of t h e  account. New sect ion 

47AD requires  t h e  name of a n  optometr is t  t o  b e  exhibited in l e t t e r s  not  less than 

5 c e n t i m e t r e s  and not  more than 8 cen t imet res  in height. New sect ion 47AE 

provides t h a t  prescribed f e e s  a r e  t o  b e  determined by t h e  Minister by wri t ten 

no t ice  published in t h e  Gaze t te ,  and not  a s  previously, by regulation. As a resul t  

of sect ion 47AE, t h e  Optometr is ts  Regulations which prescr ibe f e e s  beco 

unnecessary, and a r e  t o  be  repealed by t h e  proposed Optomet r i s t s  

(Repeal). 
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