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LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 1 9 8 5  

No. 2q d 1985 
T h i s  O r d i n a n c e  amends t h e  ~ e g a i  P r a c t i t i o n e r s  O r d i n a n c e  1 9 7  0  

( 1  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e ' )  t o  remove  d o u b t s  t h a t  a r o s e  

r e c e n t l y  a b o u t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Law s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  

A.C.T. ( ' t h e  Law S o c i e t y ' )  . 
The  L e g a l  P r a c t i t i o n e r s  O r d i n a n c e  1 9 7 2  amended  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  

O r d i n a n c e  b y ,  among o t h e r  m a t t e r s ,  i n s e r t i n g  a  new P a r t  1~ t o  

c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  Law S o c i e t y  a s  a  body  c o r p o r a t e ,  g i v e  

l e g i s l a t i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  i t s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  r e q u i r e  t h e  

a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  f o r  a n y  s u b s e q u e n t  amendment 

o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e .  S u b - s e c t i o n  6 ( 5 )  i n  P a r t  

1A p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Law S o c i e t y  is i t s  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  i n  f o r c e  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  t h e  commencement o f  

t h i s  O r d i n a n c e .  

I t  was i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  b e  r e c o g n i s e d  b y  t h i s  

p r o v i s i o n  was t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  f o r c e  a t  t h e  commencement o f  

t h e  a m e n d i n g  O r d i n a n c e  ( 1 0  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2 ) .  T h i s  was s t a t e d  i n  

t h e  E x p l a n a t o r y  Memorandum f o r  t h e  a m e n d i n g  O r d i n a n c e .  I n  

f a c t ,  o n  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  P a r t  1A i n  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e ,  

t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  ' t h i s  O r d i n a n c e '  i n  s u b - s e c t i o n  6 ( 5 )  m u s t  b e  

r e a d  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e .  T h i s  m e a n t  

t h a t  th.2 l e g i s l a t i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Law 

S o c i e t y  as b e i n g  i t s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  a t  t h e  d a t e  o f  

commencsment o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e  on 1 4  December 1 9 7 0  

i . e . ,  o v e r  a  y e a r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d a t e  o f  commencement o f  t h e  

amending  O r d i n a n c e .  

Be tween  1 4  December 1 9 7 0  a n d  1 0  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2  t h e  Law S o c i e t y  

made s e v e r a l  amendments  t o  i t s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  1 9 7 5 ,  when t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  f i r s t  amended i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P a r t  1A o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e ,  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  t h e s e  amendments  was t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  i n  f o r c e  o n  1 0  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2  i n  t h e  m i s t a k e n  
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b e l i e f  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  by s u b - s e c t i o n  1 

6 ( 5 )  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  O r d i n a n c e .  F u r t h e r  amendments were  made 

t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  1 9 8 3 ,  a g a i n  on t h i s  b a s i s .  

Some o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  amended by  t h e  

S o c i e t y  be tween 1970 and 1972  were a l s o  amended i n  1975  and  

1983.  The f a c t  t h a t ,  on  a  c o r r e c t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

s u b - s e c t i o n  6 ( 5 )  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ord inance ,  t h e  i n c o r r e c t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  was used  as a  b a s i s  f o r  t h e s e  amendments, t h r e w  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  d o u b t  on t h e  wording  and e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  

p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

The O r d i n a n c e  r e c t i f i e s  t h i s  p rob lem by amending s u b - s e c t i o n  

6 ( 5 )  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ord inance  t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Law S o c i e t y  is  i ts  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  a t  t h e  

d a t e  o f  commencement o f  P a r t  1 A  and  t h e r e b y  g i v e s  e f f e c t  t o  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  amendment is 

deemed t o  h a v e  come i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  on 1 0  F e b r u a r y  1972.  

D e t a i l s  of  t h e  Ord inance  a r e  as f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  1 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  Ord inance  may be  c i t e d  as t h e  L e g a l  

P r a c t i t i o n e r s  (Amendment) Ord inance  1985.  

S u b - s e c t i o n  2 ( 1 )  amends s u b - s e c t i o n  6 ( 5 )  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  

Ordinarice t o  p r o v i d e ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  

Law Sor : i e ty  is its C o n s t i t u t i o n  as i n  f o r c e  immedia t e ly  b e f o r e  

t h e  con:mencement o f  P a r t  1A o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ord inance .  

S u b - s e c t i o n  2 ( 2 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  amendment e f f e c t e d  by  
1 '  

s u b - c l a u s e  (1) is t o  be  deemed t o  have  come i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  on  

1 0  Feb-ua ry  1972 ( t h e  d a y  P a r t  1A o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ord inance  

commmenced) . 

A u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  

.A t to rney-Genera l  
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