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sect ion 13 of t he  Rates Ordinance 1926 ( " the  p r inc ipa l  
ordinance")  provided t h a t  the  Minister  may, by instrument in 
wr i t ing  published in the Gazette aec l a re  f i r s t  t h a t  r a t e s  in 
respect  of a parcel  of land in the  Ci ty  Area s h a l l  be imposed a t  
a spec i f i ed  percentage of  the  unimproved cap i t a l  value of t h a t  
land ( " the  urban r a t i n g  l e v e l " ) ;  and secondly tha t  the r a t e s  in 
respect  of a parcel  of land not s i t u a t e d  i n  the  City Area s h a l l  
be imposed a t  another spec i f i ed  percentage of the unimproved. 
c a p i t a l  value of the  land (" the  r u r a l  r a t i n g  l e v e l " ) .  The r u r a l  
r a t i n g  l e v e l  i s  declared t o  be h a l f  the  urban r a t i n g  Level. 

In a number of cases  l ea ses  s i t u a t e d  within the  Ci ty  
Area a r e  used pr imari ly  for  r u r a l  purposes.  I t  was considered 
t h a t  r a t e s  fo r  those l ea ses  should be a s se s sed  by reference t o  
the  r u r a l  r a t i n g  l eve l  and not the  urban r a t ing  l e v e l  a s  was 
previously the case. The Rates (Amendment) Ordinance 1985 ( " t h e  
amending ordinance") w i l l  now al low rura l - type  leases  which a r e  
loca ted  e i t h e r  wholly or  p a r t l y  within t h e  City Area t o  be 
assessed a t  the r u r a l  r a t i n g  l e v e l .  

Deta i l s  of the  amending Ordinance a r e  a s  follows: 

Section 1 dea ls  with c i t a t i o n .  

Section 2 amends sect ion 13 of the p r inc ipa l  Ordinance 
t o  provide t h a t  the r u r a l  r a t i n g  l e v e l  a p p l i e s  t o  land which i s  . 
e i t h e r  ou ts ide  the City Area or  which is prescr ibed land. 
Prescr ibed land i s  defined by the  new sub-section 13 (4 )  t o  mean 
land t h a t  i s  held under a lease f o r  r u r a l  purposes within the 
meaning of the  Leases .Ordinance 191.8. 
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