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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

T h e  U n l a w f u l  Games O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 4  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e p r o d u c e s  i n   he 

f o r m  o f  a new O r d i n a n c e  t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  P o l i c e  O f f e n c e s  

O r d i n a n c e  1 9 3 0  r e l a t i n g  t o  u n l a w f u l  g a m i n g  a n d  u n l a w f u l  m a c h i n e s  

w h i c h  h a v e  now b e e n  r e p e a l e d .  T h e  new O r d i ~ a n c e  i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  

by  t h e  depart men^ o f  T e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

p r e s e r v e s  p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t i n g  o f f e n c e s ,  w h i l s t  p r o v i d i n g  f ~ r  

i n c r e a s e d  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  s u c h  o f f e n c e s .  

Amendment s  c o n s e q u e n t i a l  u p o n  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  t h e  U n l a w f u l  Games 

O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 4  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  L o t t e r i e s  (Amendment )  

O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  P o o l  B e t t i n g  (Amendment )  O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 4  a n d  

t h e  L i q u o r  (Amendment )  O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 4 .  

T h e  U n l a w f u l  Games O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 4  a l s o  c l a r i f i e s  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  

o f  s o - c a l l e d  d r a w  p o k e r  m a c h i n e s  i n  t h e  ACT. S u c h  m a c h i n e s  a r e  

u n l a w f u l  u n d e r  t h e  U n l a w f u l  Games O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 4  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  P o k e r  M a c h i n e  C o n t r o l  O r d i n a n c e  1975.  The  

P o k e r  M a c h i n e  C o n t r o l  (Amendment )  O r d i n a n c e  1 9 8 4  now e n a b l e s  

l i c e n s e d  c l u b s  t o  i n s t a l l  s u c h  m a c h i n e s  o n  t h e i r  p r e m i s e s  o n  t h e  

s a m e  b a s i s  t h a t  p o k e r  m a c h i n e s  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  
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The f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  p r o v i d e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  Unlawful Games 

Ord inance  1984. 

(, 

S e c t i o n  1 c i t e s  t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  o f  t h e  Ordinance a s  t h e  Unlawful 

Games Ord inance  1984. 

[ 

S e c t i o n  2 p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  d a t e  o f  commencement o f  t h e  Ordinance 

t o  be a  d a t e  f i x e d  by t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e  f o r  T e r r i t o r i e s  and 

Loca l  Government by n o t i c e  i n  t h e  G a z e t t e .  

S e c t i o n  3 i s  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n .  

S e c t i o n  4  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  it  i s  an o f f e n c e  t o  promote or  a r r a n g e  

t h e  p l a y i n g  o f  an un lawfu l  game i n  a  p u b l i c  p l a c e  o r  a  p l a c e  o f  

p u b l i c  r e s o r t  and t h a t  it  i s  a l s o  an o f f e n c e  f o r  an owner,  

o c c u p i e r ,  manager o r  l i c e n s e e  of such a  p l a c e  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  

p l a y i n g  o f  such a  game. A p e n a l t y  o f  $1 ,000  is prov ided .  

S e c t i o n  5 makes it an o f f e n c e  t o  c o n d u c t ,  o p e r a t e  o r  s u p e r v i s e ,  
I 

o r  a s s i s t  wi th  t h e  p l a y i n g  o f  an un lawfu l  game i n  a  p u b l i c  p l a c e  

o r  a  p l a c e  o f  p u b l i c  r e s o r t .  A p e n a l t y  o f  $1,000 is  p r o v i d e d .  

S e c t i o n  6 makes i t  an o f f e n c e  t o  p l a y  an un lawfu l  garne i n  a  

p u b l i c  p l a c e  o r  a p l a c e  o f  p u b l i c  r e s o r t .  A p e n a l t y  o f  $500 is  

p rov ided .  
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S e c t i o n  7 makes i t  an o f f e n c e  t o  s o l i c i t ,  encourage o r  engage i n  

b e t t i n g ,  on any game o r  t r i c k ,  i n  a  p u b l i c  p l a c e  o r  a  p l a c e  o f  

p u b l i c  r e s o r t ,  w i th  i n t e n b  t o  c h e a t .  A p e n a l t y  o f  $1 ,000  i s  

p rov ided  . 

S e c t i o n  8 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  c l a s s  o f  mach ines ,  b e i n g  

un lawfu l  machines  a r e  f o r f e i t e d  t o  t h e  Commonwealth wi th  t h e  

e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h o s e  machines  i n s t a l l e d  i n  p remises  i n  accordance  

wi th  t h e  Poker Machine C o n t r o l  Ordinance 1975.  S u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

Poker Machine C o n t r o l  Ordinance 1975,  s u b - s e c t i o n  8 ( 2 )  makes it 

an o f f e n c e  f o r  un lawfu l  machines t o  be i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n ,  c u s t o d y  

o r  under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  a  p e r s o n ,  o r  f o r  t h e  owner,  o c c u p i e r ,  

manager o r  l i c e n s e e  o f  p remises  knowingly t o  pe rmi t  an un lawfu l  

machine t o  be k e p t  o r  used on h i s  p r e m i s e s .  Sub-clause  8 ( 3 )  

i n d i c a t e s  t h o s e  machines t h a t  a r e  t o  be c l a s s e d  a s  un lawfu l  

machines .  P e n a l t i e s  o f  up t o  $5 ,000  f o r  a  body c o r p o r a t e  and up 

t o  $ 1 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  n a t u r a l  pe r son  a r e  provided f o r  an 

o f f e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  9 p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  f o r f e i t u r e  t o  t h e  Coromonwealth o f  

i n s t r u m e n t s  of  gaming o r  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  invo lved  i n  t h e  

commission o f  an o f f e n c e  under t h e  Ord inance .  

S e c t i o n  10 empowers t h e  M i n i s t e r  t o  make r e g u l a t i o n s  under t h e  

Ordinance . 

Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel—also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



The f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  p r o v i d e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  L o t i e r i e s  

(Amendment) Ordinance 1984. 

S e c t i o n  1  c i t e s  t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  o f  t h e  Ordiqance a s  t h e  L o t t e r i e s  

(Amendment) Ordinance 1984. 

S e c t i o n  2 p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  d a t e  o f  commencement o f  t h e  Ordinance 

t o  be  a  d a t e  f i x e d  by t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e  f o r  T e r r i t o r i e s  and 

Local  Government by n o t i c e  i n  t h e  G a z e t t e .  

S e c t i o n  3 amends s e c t i o n  4  o f  t h e  L o t t e r i e s  Ordinance 1964 t o  

i n c l u d e  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  "Unlawful Games Ordinance 1984" i n  p l a c e  

of t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t t P o l i c e  Of fences  Ordinance 1930-1961". 

The f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  p r o v i d e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  Pool B e t t i n g  

(Amendment) Ord inance  1984. 

S e c t i o n  1  c i t e s  t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  o f  t h e  Ordinance a s  t h e  poo l  

B e t t i n g  (Amendment) Ordinance 1984. 
, 

S e c t i o n  2 p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  d a t e  of  commencement of t h e  Ordinance 

t o  be a  d a t e  f i x e d  by t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e  f o r  T e r r i t o r i e s  and 

Local  Government by n o t i c e  i n  t h e  G a z e t t e .  

( 

S e c t i o n  3 amends s e c t i o n  3 of  t h e  Pool  B e t t i n g  Ordinance 1964 t o  

i n c l u d e  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  "Unlawful Games Ordinance 1984" i n  p l a c e  

of t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  " P o l i c e  Of fences  Ordinance 1930-1961". 
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The f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  p r o v i d e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  Liquor  

(Amendment) Ordinance 1984. 

S e c t i o n  1  c i t e s  t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  o f  t h e  Ord inance  a s  t h e  Liquor  

(Amendment) Ordinance 1984. 

S e c t i o n  2 p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  d a t e  o f  commencement o f  t h e  Ordinance 

t o  be a  d a t e  f i x e d  by t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e  f o r  T e r r i t o r i e s  and 

Loca l  Government by n o t i c e  i n  t h e  G a z e t t e .  

S e c t i o n  3 c i t e s t h e  Liquor  Ordinance 1975 a s  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  

Ordinance.  

S e c t i o n  4  amends s e c t i o n  48 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance t o  i n c l u d e  

a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  I f the  Unlawful Games Ord inance  1984". 

S e c t i o n  5 amends s e c t i o n  51 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance t o  i n c l u d e  

a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  " t h e  Unlawful Games Ord inance  1984". 

S e c t i o n  6 amends s e c t i o n  66 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance t o  i n c l u d e  

a r e f e r e n c e  t o  " t h e  Unlawful Games Ordinance 1984". 
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The fo l lowing  paragraphs provide d e i a i l s  of the  Poker Machiqe 

Control (Amendment) Ordinance 1984; 

Sec t ion  1 c i t e s  t h e  s h o r t  t i t l e  of t h e  Ordinance a s  t he  poker 

Machine Control (Amendment) Ordinance 1984 

Sec t ion  2 provides  f o r  t h e  d a t e  of commencement of the  Ordinance 

t o  be a  d a t e  f i xed  by the  Minis te r  of  S t a t e  f o r  T e r r i t o r i e s  and 

Local Government by n o t i c e  i n  t h e  Gaze t te .  

Sec t ion  3  c i t e s  t h e  Poker Machine Control  Ordinance 1975 a s  t h e  

P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance. 

Sec t ion  4 amends s e c t i o n  3  of t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance by adding 

"and any p re sc r ibed  machinen a t  t h e  end of the  d e f i n i t i o n  of 

Itpoker machineN. 

Sec t ion  5 amends s e c t i o n  41 of t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance t o  allow 

t h e  Minis te r  t o  p r e s c r i b e  by n o t i c e  i n  t h e  Gaze t te  t h e  l e v e l  of  

" turnover  t axw t o  be l ev i ed  on c lubs  ope ra t ing  poker machines. 

O r d  7/83 

Ord 59/83 

Ord 58/83 

Ord 18/83 

Ord 36/84 

Qrd . 6/83 
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