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No.63,1983 
SCIDQLS AUTmRITY (AMENDMENT) ORDINAKE 1983  

Wragraph  1 2  o f  t h e  S e a t  o f  (33vernment ( P d m i n i s t r a t i o n )  Act 1910 ( t h e  k t )  

p r o v i d e s  t h a t  " t h e  G o v e r n o r - e n e r a 1  may make Ord inances  f o r  t h e  peace ,  

o r d e r  and  good government o f  t h e  W r r i t o r y " .  

The S c h o o l s  A u t h o r i t y  Ordinance  1976 ( t h e  Ordinance)  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  ' I re r r i tory  Schoo l s  

A u t h o r i t y  t o  c o n t r o l  s c h o o l s  and  p r e s c h o o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  and conducted  i n  

t h e  * r r i t o r y  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Cbmmonwealth, and  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and 

o p e r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  w i t h  f u n c t i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  schoo l s .  

!&e Schoo l s  A u t h o r i t y  (Anendment) Ordinance 1 9 8 3  s e e k s  t o  amend t h e  

Ordinance  by making changes  and a d d i t i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  k inds ,  des igned  t o  

r e c t i f y  g a p s  and d e f i c i e n c i e s  r e v e a l e d  by t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ordinance.  

The amendments a r e  conce rned  i n  t h e  main wi th :  

(1)  a d d i t i o n a l  a n d  r e v i s e d  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  made n e c e s s a r y  by t h e  c u r  r e n t  

o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ;  

(2 )  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  powers t o  conduc t  o t h e r  t h a n  

s t a n d a r d  s c h o o l s ,  and t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  community groups ,  

nonqovernmen t  s c h o o l s  and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  

(3)  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  appointment  o f  t h e  Chief  Educat ion  O f f i c e r ,  

t h e  appo in tmen t  o f  a c t i n g  members, and terms o f  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  

members o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  nominated by t h e  ACT House o f  Assembly; 
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( 4 )  
1 

changes i n  f i n a n c i a l  p rov is ions ,  which g i v e  e f f e c t  t o  i 

requirements  o f  t h e  A u d i t o r - e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

f i n a n c i a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  invo lv ing  moneys o t h e r  than Wrl iamenta ry  

appropr ia t ions ,  and consequent ly  powers f o r  t h e  Authori ty  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a u d i t  and f i n a n c i a l  requirements  f o r  school  

boards; and 
( 

(5 an  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  terms o f  o f f i c e  f o r  e l e c t e d  school  board 

ineirtbers t o  two y e a r s ,  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  boards  f o r  smal l  

: ~ C ~ O O ~ S  and s c h o o l s  o f  a s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  wi th  a s s o c i a t e d  

quorum prov is ions .  

The A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y  House o f  Assembly agreed  t o  amendments 

included i n  t h e  proposed Ordinance. 

D e t a i l s  o f  t h e  proposed Ordinance a r e  a t t a c h e d .  

Authority: S e a t  o f  mvernment (Adminis t ra t ion)  X t  1910 
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ATTAC l E NT 

D e t a i l s  o f  t h e  Proposed Ordinance  

S e c t i o n  1 c i t e s  t h e  Ord inance  a s  t h e  S c h o o l s  A u t h o r i t y  (Amendment) 

Ordinance  1983. 

S e c t i o n  2 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  Ord inance  s h a l l  come i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  o n  

1 J a n u a r y  1984. 

S e c t i o n  3 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  " P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance" means t h e  Schoo l s  

A u t h o r i t y  Ordinance  1976. 

S e c t i o n  4 p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "board" ,  "community g roup" ,  

"community p u r p o s e " ,  "non-government s c h o o l " ,  and " schoo l " .  

S e c t i o n  5 amends s e c t i o n  6  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance  and e x t e n d s  t h e  

f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  t o  c o n d u c t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s t a n d a r d  

s c h o o l s ,  "such o t h e r  s c h o o l s  a n d  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  r e l a t e d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  may from time t o  t i m e  approve".  

S e c t i o n  6 amends s e c t i o n  7  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance  and  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  

t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  h a v e  power t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a r r angemen t s  w i t h  

commufiity g r o u p s  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  l a n d  o r  b u i l d i n g s  made 

a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  Commonwealth t o  t h e  Au thor i ty .  

S e c t i o n  7  i n s e r t s  a  new s e c t i o n  7A i n t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ord inance  which 

p r o v i d e s  t h a t  the A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  have  power, w i t h  t h e  

a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r ,  t o  g i v e  t o  non-government s c h o o l s ,  

t e c h n i c a l  a n d  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and o t h e r  

e l i g i b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  a g e n c i e s ,  a c c e s s  t o  programs,  

b u i l d i n g s ,  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  Au thor i ty .  
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S e c t i o n  8 amends s e c t i o n  11 o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance  and p r o v i d e s  t h a t  i 

t h e  terms o f  o f f i c e  a s  A u t h o r i t y  members o f  A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  

T e r r i t o r y  House o f  Assembly nominees a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e i r  

terms o f  o f f i c e  a s  House o f  Assembly members. 

'\ 
S e c t i o n  9 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  g rounds  f o r  t e r m i n a t i o n  by t h e  

Governor-General  o f  a n  appo in tmen t  o f  a p a r t - t i m e  member a r e  

t o  a p p l y  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  member's term o f  o f f i c e .  

S e c t i o n  10  amends s e c t i o n  1 8  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance  and  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  
, 1 1  

t h e  M i n i s t e r  may a p p o i n t  a n  a c t i n g  member o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  t o  

t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  a member a p p o i n t e d  t o  a c t  a s  Chairman. 

~t a l s o  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a p a r t - t i m e  member a p p o i n t e d  t o  a c t  a s  

Chairman, s h a l l  d o  s o  f o r  n o  more t h a n  1 2  months, and o n l y  i n  

s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  a r e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  

appo in tmen t ,  and o n  t e r m s  and  c o n d i t i o n s  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  . 

M i n i s t e r ,  who may t e r m i n a t e  t h e  appointment  a t  a n y  t i m e .  

If t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Chairman becomes v a c a n t ,  w h i l e  a p a r t - t i m e  

member i s  a c t i n g  a s  Chairman, t h e  a c t i n g  Chairman may c o n t i n u e  

t o  a c t  f o r  up t o  1 2  months, u n l e s s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  d i r e c t s  1 

o t h e r w i s e  or t h e  vacancy i s  f i l l e d .  i., 

A p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  under  t h i s  s e c t i o n  may r e s i g n  h i s  

appo in tmen t  by w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r .  - 
S e c t i o n  11 amends s e c t i o n  1 9  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ord inance  a n d  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  

t h e  M i n i s t e r  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i n  r e l a t i o n  to 
(\ 

t h e  appo in tmen t  o f  a Ch ie f  E d u c a t i o n  O f f i c e r  b e f o r e  t h e  

appo in tmen t  is  made. 
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S e c t i o n  1 2  r e p e a l s  s e c t i o n s  30 ,32,33 and  34 o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  f i n a n c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  which a r e  cove red  by 

D i v i s i o n  3 o f  P a r t  11 o f  t h e  Audi t  A c t  1901,  and i n s e r t s  new 

s e c t i o n s .  

The new s e c t i o n  29  d e f i n e s  a s  moneys o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  moneys 

which a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  by Pa r l i amen t ;  r e c e i v e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

l a n d  and  b u i l d i n g s  under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h i s  A u t h o r i t y ;  

a c c e p t e d  from p e r s o n s  where t h e  A u t h o r i t y  c o n s i d e r s  i t  

a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  i t s  f u n c t i o n s ;  and a l s o  moneys r e c e i v e d  by 

s c h o o l  b o a r d s  o r  p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s c h o o l s .  

The new s e c t i o n  30 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  may i n  w r i t i n g  

d e c l a r e  t o  b e  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  p r o p e r t y  pu rchased  by,  

dona ted  t o ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  a c q u i r e d  by a s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  o r  i n  t h e  

c u s t o d y  o f  a b o a r d ,  o r  a c q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e s  o r  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  p u r p o s e  o f  a s choo l .  

'Ihe new s e c t i o n  31 p r o v i d e s  f o r  a rewording o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

s e c t i o n  31, a n d  f o r  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  ways i n  which t h e  

moneys o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  may b e  a p p l i e d ,  namely i n  payment o f  

c o s t s ,  o b l i g a t i o n s  e tc ,  i n  payment o f  any r emunera t ion ,  f e e s  

o r  a l l o w a n c e s ,  a n d  i n  o t h e r  payments r e q u i r e d  o r  p e r m i t t e d  by 

t h e  Ordinance.  

The new s e c t i o n  -32 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  

s h a l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  moneys a p p r o p r i a t e d  by t h e  P a r l i a m e n t ,  

and s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r ;  and t h a t  moneys s h a l l  n o t  b e  

expended o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  approved  by t h e  M i n i s t e r .  

The new s e c t i o n  3 3  g i v e s  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  power t o  i n v e s t  money. 
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S e c t i o n  1 3  amends s e c t i o n  3 6  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance and p r o v i d e s  f o r  

t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " f u l l - t  i m e  s t u d e n t " ,  " f u l l - t i m e  t e a c h e r  ", 
" h a l f  y e a r  ", "member ", "secondary  c o l l e g e n ,  "smal l  s c h o o l " ,  

"yea r " ,  and " p r e s c r i b e d  p e r i o d " ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  

and  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  s c h o o l  boa rds .  
k 

S e c t i o n  14 r e p e a l s  s e c t i o n s  40, 41 and 42 o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance  and 

p r o v i d e s  f o r  a r e d r a f t e d  compos i t e  v e r s i o n  o f  s e c t i o n s  40 ,41 

and 42 o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance ,  which r e l a t e  t o  t h e  ! 
1 

I 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  boa rds .  

It a l s o  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d s  o f  s m a l l  

s c h o o l s  and  o f  b o a r d s  i n  s p e c i a l  c a s e s .  

S e c t i o n  1 5  amends s e c t i o n  46 o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance ,  r e d r a f t s  e x i s t i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  quorums f o r  s c h o o l  b o a r d s ,  and i n s e r t s  new 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  b o a r d s  o f  s m a l l  s c h o o l s  and b o a r d s  i n  

s p e c i a l  c a s e s .  

S e c t i o n  1 6  r e p e a l s  s e c t i o n  48  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance  which r e q u i r e s  

s c h o o l  b o a r d s  t o  r e p o r t  t o  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s ,  and s t u d e n t s  

i n  secondary  s c h o o l s ;  and  i n s e r t s  a new s e c t i o n  48 which 

p r o v i d e s  t h a t  b o a r d s  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  budge t s ,  spend moneys o n l y  

i n  acco rdance  w i t h  budge t s ,  a p p l y  moneys o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  o n l y  

i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i f h  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  k e e p  p r o p e r  

a c c o u n t s ,  p r e p a r e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  and r e p o r t s ,  and 

p r o v i d e  c o p i e s  o f  b u d g e t s  and  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  

g roups  and i n d i v i d u a l s .  
c 

S e c t i o n  1 7  r e p e a l s  s e c t i o n  5 3  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ord inance  which r e l a t e s  t o  

t h e  appo in tmen t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  Chief  m u c a t i o n  O f f i c e r .  

1 
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S e c t i o n  1 8  p r o v i d e s  f o r  s a v i n g s  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  

commencement o f  t h e  Ord inance  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  members o f  t h e  

A u t h o r i t y  c u r r e n t l y  nominated by t h e  FLls t ra l ian  Q p i t a l  

T e r r i t o r y  House o f  Assembly, and f o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and 

o p e r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  u p  t o  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  W b r u a r y  1984.  

S e c t i o n  1 9  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t r a n s i t i o n a l  a r r angemen t s  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i s a t i o n  

o f  i n v e s t m e n t s  made p r i o r  t o  t h e  commencement o f  t h i s  

Ord inance ;  and f o r  h a l f  t h e  members o f  s c h o o l  boa rds  e l e c t e d  

i n  acco rdance  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Ordinance  a s  amended t o  hold 

o f f i c e  f o r  two y e a r s ,  whereas  t h e  o t h e r s  s h a l l  h o l d  o f f  ice f o r  

o n e  y e a r ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l  and 

c o o p t e d  members. 
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