
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

OPTOMETRISTS (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 1982 

No.31 of 1982 
This amending Ordinance is par t  of a a uniform scheme which is  

t o  be  applicable t o  al l  t h e  hea l th  professions registration Ordinances in t h e  

Territory. Under this  scheme annual registration under uniform conditions 

will b e  introduced for  a l l  regis tered heal th professions toge ther  with 

provisional, temporary and special  regis trat ion also on a uniform basis. 

Until  now optomet r i s t s  were  not required by t h e  Optometr is ts  

Ordinance 1956 t o  notify t h e  Optometr is ts  Board of their  addresses and pay 

a f e e  annually. I t  is regarded a s  desirable t h a t  all  these  professions should 

b e  subject  t o  this  requirement  in  t h e  in te res t s  of parity and t h e  raising of 

revenue t o  provide in par t  for  t h e  costs  of administering t h e  Ordinances 

, concerned. This requirement  will also enable t h e  various Registers  t o  b e  

used a s  more  a c c u r a t e  guides t o  t h e  numbers in each  profession practising in 

t h e  Territory. 

The Chairman of t h e  Optometr is ts  Board may gran t  provisional 

registration t o  a person who has lodged a n  application for  registration a s  a n  

optometr is t .  P~ovis iona l  regis trat ion lasts  fo r  a maximum period of 3 

months and te rmina tes  when t h e  Board makes a decision on t h e  application 

for  registration. 

The amending Ordinance has replaced t h e  previous provision for  

temporary permits  fo r  op tomet r i s t s  not registered in t h e  Australian Capi ta l  
' 

Territory but  regis tered elsewhere in Australia who wish t o  pract ise  on a 

locum tenens basis in t h e  Territory. The amending Ordinance introduces 

temporary registration for  op tomet r i s t s  in a fo rm consis tent  with 

amendments  t o  tke. other  heal th professions regis trat ion ordinances. 

Temporary registration is is l imited t o  3 months renewable f o r  a fur ther  3 

months but subject t o  a l imit  of 6 months in any 24 month period. 
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Special  reg i s t ra t ion  is avai lable  t o  o p t o m e t r i s t s  who a r e  e n t i t l e d  

t o  p r a c t i s e  ou ts ide  Austral ia  and who a r e  visiting t h e  Ter r i to ry  i n  ( 

connec t ion  with research  i n t o  o r  disseminat ion of knowledge of t h e  theory  

and p r a c t i c e  of t h e  profession. Application mus t  b e  m a d e  by a n  educa t iona l  

ins t i tu t ion  o r  appropr ia te  professional associat ion.  T h e  Board may g r a n t  
i 

spec ia l  reg i s t ra t ion  f o r  a maximum period of one  year ,  renewable  f o r  o n e  

year  and  sub jec t  t o  such res t r i c t ions  and condit ions a s  t h e  Board thinks f i t .  

All types  of reg i s t ra t ion  a r e  sub jec t  t o  f e e s  prescr ibed in regulations. 
, 

I 

New provision h a s  been m a d e  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of reg i s t ra t ion  

including t h e  issue of dupl ica te  c e r t i f i c a t e s  where  a c e r t i f i c a t e  has  been  

los t  o r  destroyed.  T h e r e  a r e  new provisions f o r  t h e  not i f icat ion of changes  

of address ,  f o r  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  of  t h e  Register ,  f o r  inspect ing t h e  Regis te r  

and  f o r  obtaining cer t i f i ed  copies  of e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  Register .  F e e s  f o r  t h e s e  

m a t t e r s  a r e  prescr ibed in regulations. A new provision in a revised f o r m  h a s  

been  inser ted  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  of c e r t i f i c a t e s  of reg i s t ra t ion  by persons who 

c e a s e  t o  b e  regis tered.  

T h e  previous sec t ion  19 of t h e  O p t o m e t r i s t s  Ord inance  1956 I 

which m a d e  i t  a n  o f f e n c e  t o  ob ta in  reg i s t ra t ion  by f r a u d  h a s  been  repea led  I ,  h , 
I 

as th i s  m a t t e r  is  adequa te ly  covered  by o t h e r  legislation. T h e  appea l  r ,  

provisions h a v e  been  a l t e r e d  as a consequence  of o t h e r  changes to t h e  

Ordinance. ( - 1  
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