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No.86 of 1982 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Careless Use o f  F i r e  (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 2)  

1982 ( t he  amending Ordinance) amends t h e  Careless Use o f  F i r e  

Ordinance 1936 ( t he  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance) t o  increase pena l t i e s  f o r  

cont ravent ions o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance, t o  va ry  e x i s t i n g  p rov is ions  
I 

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Bush F i r e  Counci l 's  f i n a n c i a l  and admin is t ra t i ve  

arrangements and t o  va ry  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p rov is ions  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  

l i g h t i n g  o f  f i r e s  f o r  burn ing-of f  purposes. The amending Ordinance 

a lso  introduces new prov is ions  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  use o f  e l e c t r i c  cooking 

appliances i n  t h e  open a i r ,  and t o  t h e  causing o f  f i r e s  by us ing a 

motor vehic le .  

sect ions '1 and 2 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance are 

i n t e r p r e t a t  i on  prov is ions.  

Sect ion 3 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance amends sec t ion  56 o f  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance t o  prov ide for  appointment o f  t h e  Secretary t o  

t h e  Bush F i r e  Counci l  by  t h e  Council i t s e l f ,  r a t h e r  than by t h e  

M in is te r .  

I 

Sect ion 4 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance deletes sec t ion  5H (2 )  

f rom t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance. The l i m i t  o f  $100 pe r  month imposed by  

t h e  sec t ion  on spending by t h e  Bush F i r e  Council i s  no longer 

appropriate, and it i s  intended t o  con t r o l  such spending under t h e  
' 1 p rov is ions  o f  t h e  Commonwealth Aud i t  Regulations. 

Sect ion 5 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance increases t h e  pena l t y  

i n  sec t ion  6 o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance f o r  ca r r y i ng  o r  us ing i g n i t e d  

ma te r i a l  o r  ho t  coals  o r  ashes near, i n t e r  a l i a ,  in f lamnable crops and 
I 
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hay from $100 o r  imprisonment f o r  3 months t o  $1,000 o r  imprisonment 

f o r  3 months. 

Sect ion 6 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance increases t he  pena l t y  

i n  sec t ion  7 o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance f o r  l i g h t i n g  o r  us ing f i r e s  i n  

p l an ta t i ons  o r  where t he re  i s  any growing t imber from $100 o r  

imprisonment f o r  3 months t o  $1,000 o r  imprisonment f o r  3 months. 

Sect ion 7 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance increases t h e  pena l t y  

i n  e x i s t i n g  sec t ion  7A o f  t he  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance f o r  l i g h t i n g ,  us ing  

o r  mainta in ing a f i r e  i n  t h e  open a i r  on a day o f  t o t a l  f i r e  ban from 

$200 o r  imprisonment f o r  6 months t o  $2,000 o r  imprisonment f o r  6 

months. 

Sect ion 8 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance increases t h e  pena l t y  

i n  sec t ion  8 o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance f o r  smoking i n  o r  near 

Commonwealth p lan ta t ions  from $20 t o  $100. 

Sect ion 9 o f  ' t he  amending Ordinance increases t h e  pena l t y  

i n  sec t ion  9 o f  t he  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance f o r  leav ing  an unextinguished 

f i r e  from $100 o r  imprisonment f o r  3 months t o  $1,000 o r  imprisonment 

f o r  3 months. 

Sect ion 10 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance amends sec t ion  9A o f  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance t o  extend t h e  range o f  cooking appliances 

which may be used i n  t he  open a i r  t o  inc lude  e l e c t r i c  appliances. It 

a lso  requ i res  t h e  area surrounding a cooking appl iance t o  be c leared 
(, 

o f  inflammable mate r ia l  f o r  a d is tance o f  t h ree  metres, and introduces 

a new sec t ion  9A(c) which permits a person, subject  t o  t h e  p r i o r  

w r i t t e n  approval o f  t he  Chief  F i r e  Contro l  O f f i c e r  and c l ea r i ng  t he  

land  o f  inflammable mate r ia l  f o r  a dis,tance o f  th ree  metres, t o  l i g h t  

and use a cooking f i r e  on Crown land ou ts ide  a b u i l t - u p  area. 
( 

Sect ion 11 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance amends sec t ion  10 o f  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Ordinance t o  permi t  f i r e s  f o r  burn ing o f f  purposes t o  be 

kept  a l i g h t  a f t e r  n i g h t f a l l ,  provided s u i t a b l e  measures are taken t o  

keep them under constant cont ro l .  
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Section 12 o f  the  amending Ordinance increases the  penal ty  

i n  sect ion lOAB o f  the  p r i nc ipa l  0rdinance.for l i g h t i n g  f i r e s  except 

as authorized from $100 o r  imprisonment f o r  3 months t o  $1,000 o r  

imprisonment f o r  3 months. 

Section 13 o f  the  amending Ordinance increases the  penal ty  

i n  sect ion 10A o f  the  p r i nc ipa l  Ordinance f o r  not n o t i f y i n g  t he  Chief 

/- , F i r e  Control O f f i ce r  o f  the  outbreak o f  a f i r e  outs ide a bu i l t - up  area 

from $100 o r  imprisonment f o r  3 months t o  $1,000 o r  imprisonment f o r  3 

months. 

Section 14 o f  the  amending Ordinance increases the  penal ty  

i n  sect ion 10B o f  the  p r i nc ipa l  Ordinance ' f o r  discharging from a motor 

vehic le any l i v e  coals, hot  ashes or  other burning mater ia l  (except as 

provided f o r  i n  sect ion 100) from $100 o r  imprisonment f o r  3 months t o  

$1,000 o r  imprisonment f o r  3 months. 

Section 15 o f  the  amending Ordinance inser ts  a new sect ion 

10C i n  the  p r i nc ipa l  ordinance, p roh ib i t i ng  a person from l i gh t i ng ,  or  

causing t o  be lit, a f i r e  i n  the  open a i r  on any land by using a motor 

vehic le on any st reet ,  road o r  thoroughfare o r  on any land. The 

penal ty  i s  $1,000 o r  imprisonment f o r  3 months. 

Section 16 o f  the  amending Ordinance increases the penal ty  

i n  sect ion 14 o f  the  p r i nc ipa l  Ordinance f o r  a person, reasonably 

suspected o f  having committed or  o f  being about t o  commit an offence 

against the  Ordinance, f a i l i n g  t o  g ive h i s  name and address from $20 
I t o  $500. 

Section 17 o f  the  amending Ordinance increases the  penal ty  

i n  sect ion 15 o f  the p r i nc ipa l  Ordinance f o r  persons r e s i s t i n g  
I apprehension f o r  an offence under the  Ordinance from $200 o r  

imprisonment f o r  6 months t o  $2,000 o r  imprisonment f o r  6 months. 
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Section 18 o f  t h e  amending Ordinance amends section 17(d)  
o f  the  pr inc ipa l  Ordinance t o  increase the  maximum penal ty  which may 

be prescribed f o r  breaches o f  t h e  Regulations from $40 t o  $100. 

Ord. No. 31/82 

Cat. No. 
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