
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

No.33 o f  1978 

i AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY LEGISLATION HEALTH COMMISSION 
(AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 19 78 

This Ordinance amends the  Health Commission 
Ordinance 1975 t o  a l t e r  the  reference t o  Commissioner and 
Deputy Commissioner of the  Health Commission t o  Chairman 

( and Deputy Chairman, and t o  a l t e r  the  membership of the  
Capital  Ter r i to ry  Health Commission. I t  a l so  c l a r i f i e s  the  
functions of the  Commission, amends sect ion 72 of the  
Ordinance . to  permit the  Commission t o  publish i t s  annual 
accounts on a cash bas i s  r a t h e r  than on the  bas i s  of accrual 

I accounting and amends sect ion 74 of the Ordinance t o  make 
1 i the requirement t o  prescr ibe  chzrges r e l a t e  t o  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  

charges only. 

The membership of the  Commission is a l t e r e d  by 
the  dele t ion of t h e  part-time illember nominated by t h e  
Hospitals  and Health Services Conmission and the inclus ion 
of a new ful l - t ime member as Commissioner (Nursing). The 
former part- t ime member i s  being deleted because o f  the  
Government's decision t o  abolish the  Hospitals  and Health 
Services Commission. The Commissioner (Nursing) i s  being 
included because of the  Government I s  decision t o  appoint 
t o  the  Commission a ful l - t ime member with a background i n  
nurs ing . 

The Principal  Ordinance lists a number of s p e c i f i c  
matters as the  functions of the  Commission but does not  include 
a general power i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  heal th  services .  The lack of 
t h i s  general power may give r i s e  t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  should the  
Commission wish t o  provide o r  conduct a heal th  service  not 
precise ly  covered by the  present l ist of functions.  The 

i ' proposed amendment therefore  repeals sect ion 7 of the  
I P r incipal  Ordinance which lists the functions of the  Commission 

L and replaces it with a new sect ion 7 which includes a general 
power t o  provide and conduct heal th  services  and which reduces 
the  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  with which the  functions are described. 

The unamended form of sect ion 72 o f  the Ordinance 
i requires  the  Commission t o  present i t s  annual accounts on 

\ 2 an accrual accounting b a s i s .  The Commission, however, operates 
on a cash accounting system i n  l i n e  with the recommendations 
of the  Hospital and Allied Services Advisory Council. The 
amendment w i l l  permit the Commission t o  publish i t s  annual 

. accounts i n  accordance with i t s  present accounting pract ice  which 
1 i s  i n  accordance with these recommendations. 
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Section 74 of the  Pr incipal  Ordinance which provides 
t h a t  charges f o r  services  a re  t o  be a s  prescribed does not  
l i m i t  t he  type of services  f o r  which the charges a re  t o  be 
prescribed.  A s  the  services  provided by the  Commission a re  
many and var ied,  some being qu i te  minor, it does not appear 
appropriate t h a t  there  should be a requirement t o  prescribe 
charges f o r  a l l  services .  The amending Ordinance therefore  
provides t h a t  charges need only be prescribed f o r  hosp i ta l  
and other  s imi la r  accommodation, professional heal th  services 
and ambulance services .  

The amending Ordinance has been re fe r red  t o  the 
Australian Capital Ter r i to ry  Legislat ive Assembly which agreed 
t o  the Ordinance without a l t e r a t i o n  on 10 October 1978. i 

Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel—also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au


		(02)+61 2 6205 3700
	2010-12-03T16:09:52+1100
	Canberra
	ACT Parliamentary Counsel
	Document is authorised




