
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL ~fOFlY 
INTEflPREIl'ATlqN (AMBNJJmtTl ORDINANCE 127210, 4 

}:xPLANATORI..J1W&P.MENT 

This Ol"dinance makes a number of amendments o~ tho' 

Interpretation Ordinance 1967 which deals with tnter,pretation 

and operation of Ordinances and instrumen·ts, suoh as rules,· 

regulations and by-laws, made under Ordinances., 

Seotion 1 is the short title sectlon. mv. , 

§ectio~~ defines ref~renoes to' the Prinoipal 

Ordinanoe - the Interpretation ·Ordinance 1967. 

~ct!29 ,~ repeals section a of the Principal Ordinanoe 

which deals with the exeroise of statutory powers between the 
• 

making' and commencement of an' Ordinance, and repla.ces it by 

a more oomprehensive provision, ,sim1lar to the' equiValent, 

provision, (section 4) inserted in,the Aots Interpretation 

Act 1901 in, 1976. A ma~or defect of section e of the, Pr~clpal 

Ordinance. in 1 ts· present :torm is that such powers can, only be 

~xercised before the' commenoement of an Ordinanoe it they are 

for the. purpose of' ~r1ng:t.ng the. Ordinanoe into operation. 

This qualification has' been tound: to be" too resti'icti ve 'in 

that it did. not extend to other purposes of the Ordi~~ce. 

It is'· :f~equently. neoessary tor 8t~pS to be taken before the 

date on ,.,hiQh an Ordinance :18, ~rought into, operation so. as to 

enable, ~t to, operate effeotively.from that date. Another 

4i;f1cul ty. wi·th· the existing ,provision .1:,8 that, 1 t·, ~as been 

held that th'e ·q~al1fyin!' words' prev.ent the pr.o:visio~ .trom 

applying, to amending, Ordinances" 80' that in evory ·case' whero' 
. .. .. 

:1 t is' intended to enable :regw.ations to be made by virtue' 
, . 

of an amending' Ordinance b~tore it oOJlles in~o·· opf§r~:t1onJ '8 

apeo,"al 'enabling power bas to, bl included., ' 
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Bect!~4 subst1tuteso a new de~1n1t1on,ot Lake 

Burley Griffin, by reference to the Lakes, Ordinanoe 1976 which 

repealed the Lake BurleY' G~.1ffin Ordinanoe 19.65 upon whioh 

the dei'.1n1 tion 1n the Principal Ordinanoe was based.. The 

tDmar defin1tions' ot 'Te~itoryr J '!l'err.1tory ot Australia', 

'Territory ot the Commonwealth of Australia: I are omitted. anel 

new defin1tions of r~err.i.toryl. *Terr1tory o£ the' Commonwea1th.l, 

'Territory under the auth?:t'1'\iY of tbe' Commonwealth' and: 

'Territory ot Australia,r are substituted. The new defin:l. tions' 

accord with similar definitions inserted in the AotB 

Interpretat10n Act 1901 in 1976. 

Section 2 inserts a new' section 14B in the Prinoipal 

Ordinance to provide that where a word or phrase is defined 

in an Ordinance" other parts of speech and grammatical, £Ol~S 

of. that word or phrase, have co~eBponding,ma~ings. Such a 

provision is: a useful aid in interpretation and there is ~o· 

~uoh provision, presently in the, prinoipal Ox-c1inance'. A s1mil~r 

provision was' inserted in the Acts Xnterpretation Act 1901 

1n 1976. 

Seotion 6 reoasts seotion, 16 of the P.rinoipal 

Ordinanoe to take account of' the creation of the office of 

Chief Judge, of the A.O,~. Supreme' Court by.' ~e A.O.~., Supreme 

Court (,Amendment) Aot 1976', <No. 158 of 1976~'. 

Section Z amends paragraph, 19(al ot the Principal 

Or.dinanoe whioh,provides tbat words impor-ting the maBo~ine 

gender' inolude £emales by m~ing a corresponding interpretation 

oi" \'1ords importing the fem1n:lne gender • 
• 

~eotion"8t p~ra (a)- remakes the definition, of tthe 

Minister' in' sUb-sect19n 23(1") so ss'to clarify the app119atio~ 
, .' 

of the- definition "'hen an. 'Ordinanoe' is adm1n~.ete%'ed by more , . 
, ' 
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than one Minieter. The existing definition does not cover 

this s1 tuat1on. Paragraph (b) 01: the new definition will 

remedy the· deteot. ~c remainder of 'the definition is 

substant1a11y tulohanged. Seotion B pcwa (b) repeals and 

~eplaces eXisting sub·section 23(2), which now provides that 

a reference' in an Ordinanoe to the Attorney-Genera1 is to 

inolude a referenoe to any.Minister or member of the Executive 

Counoil actIng on behal.f of the Attorney-General. ';Cbs new' 

Bub-section applies this inter,pretation to a referenoe in 

an Ordinance. to any particular Minister where ~other'Ministe~ 

is acting on bis behalf. It is thus more. effective as it is 

of general applioation. 

Section ~ amends' seotton 50 of the Principal Ordinance 

whioh' deals with, the 81 vmg 0:£ notioe in, the Gazette of the 

making of regulations under an Ordinanoe. Three, new sub­

seotions (1A) to (1C) are' inserted so as to require regulations 

to be available for purcbase, at the'place or plaoes speolfted 

:f.n the notice, at the. time of their' making or as soon as 

practicable ther.eafter. 

If there are' no copies available, the Min;t;ster for 

Administrative Services, who, is the Minister responsible for 

the Australian Government Publishing Servioe, is' to give an. 

explanation to Parliament. 

Failure to, comply with these prov1~i9nB does 'not, 

however,. inv.alid~te the notice of the making 9f the ~egulations 

given under sUb-seo~io~ 50(1). ~ese amendments' oorrespond 

to' s1milar'le~ls~ation of the Comm9~wealth Parliament made 

in 1978 wlth respect to the making. of statutory' Rule, under 

Aots' and to, the making of ~err:l tory .Ordinances. 
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Sec~lon 10 and Schedule 1 bring up to date the . 
list ot Commonwealth.count~1es. 1n the Schedule to. the 

P.r!nclpa1 Ordinance. 

Section 11' and Schedule 2 make. a.number ot ~ormal 

amendments brought about by revised' legislative dr,aftlng . 

practioe e.g. number~prev1ously exp~e8sed in words are now 

expressed in ~i~es. 

T.be Ordinanoe bas been coneid~red hy the A.C.~. 

Legislative Assembly an~ agreed to without amendment. 
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