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The Dentists Registration (Amendment) Ordinance 1979 amends 

the Dentists Registration Ordinance 1931 to give the Dental Board of 

the Australian Capital Territory the power to register and to control 

the conduct of dental assistants and dental hygienists. 

Prior to the making of the amending Ordinance the Dentists 

Registration Ordinance did not expressly provide for these dental 

auxiliaries to perform preventative dental services which could have 

meant that' thei r employment by dentists could have been hel d to be, 

unlawful in terms of the Ordinance. 

The amendfng Ordinance OVercomes this problem by introducing 

registration procedures in line with those applying to dentists, by 

setting out minimum quali,f1cations for registration and by specifying 

and limiting the particular. dental procedures that dental assistants' 

and hygienists may carry out. The amendments also provide that the 

specified procedures can only be performed under the direction and 

control of a registered dentist who win be responsible at all times for 

ensuring. by examination, that the procedures are carried out 

satisfactorily. Consequently dental assistants and hygienists have no 

right to practise in their own name. 
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The traditfonal dental chairside ass1sta~t is' not 

affected by this amendment and wfll be able to continue being 

employed'b~ dentists. 

The Dentists Registration (Amendment) Ordinance 1979 was 

agreed'to by the former Australian Capital Territory Legislatfve· 

Assembly on 6 March 1979 •. 
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