
AVSTRAt.:IAN CAPITAL TElUUTORY 

AMENDMENT OF MOTOR TRAFFJ:C ORDINANCE,1.9:36 

No. 32 of 1979 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The Motor Traffic (Amendment) Ord1nance 1979 
extends the requirement to wear. a seat belt (or child 
restraint.) to all persons of' age one year and over and 
requires· seat belts· to be: fitted to. the front seats of 
ol.der oars that were previous'ly exempt. 

Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Ordinance introduce 
and deal with its commencement. 

Section 4 adds to section 4 of' the Principal 
Ordinance the definitions of the Australian minimum 
safety standards app1ying to motor vehicle seat belts 
as at' 1 0 1.78. 

Section 5 amends the Prtncipal Ordinance by 
omitting the existing Part XA and' inserting a nEn'l Part XA -
Seat Belts, comprising the following sections: 

Section. 164A is. a definition section. It re-enaots 
the existing section 164A and adds, namely, 

.. "Australian Standard 17.54-1975 11 ' means 
that standard as at. 1 January 1978; 

uchild" means a person between ages 
1 and 7 inclusive; 

"child restrainttl means' a device to 
restrain children in a motor vehicle; 

ttyoung person" means 'a person. between 
ages Band 1',' inclusive. 

The other definit10ns. are not changeda 

Sections 164B·and 1640 are· unchanged from the previous 
sections 1'64B and 1-640. 

Section. 164D requires that a young person use a seat 
belt where one is available and that a child use ·a 
seat bel.t or c~ild restrain1: where one is. available'. 
If there is no seat belt 01" child'. restraint available, 
a child must be located~, a rear-seat i~·that is 
available.. The section :i:dentif±es the standard. of 
child restraint and s~at bei~ Bu~~ab~e for use .. 
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:In the· event, of' a- fa~:t1:tre' :~o' -~~ly v;th ·aec.t:i.Qn. l.Q4D,. 
t~e driver of the vehi91e ~8 guil~y, 'of .n .o~tenc~. 

Section 164B cont~ue. t)l~ _.p.cia1 d:~:(,~ces, oont~ned' 
~ the p~evioua ,action· j64D, exce~t. that ~e~g, o~ age 
1eS8 than' 14 is no- ~o~~r' -a d~te~~e to ~ prQ8ecuti9n. 
The sect:J:oi,J: t>~ov*d.e~· ~. ~e:t'-~c~ to "* .prol!l~~ut~on 'of ~.­
driv.er f'flr non",coJlPl:-ian~e bY' a yo'l'ing' per8o~ Q,r a chi1d 
where ~he dr.1ver. 'Has ~aken re~~onable- .tep.~ to avoid 
the· contr~v~ntion. 

S~otiO~ 164F ensure~ t~t d~ge. r.e~o~era~~e ~ 
litigation ~ respect 9~ de~th or iiljur.y to ~ chi~d 
01' young' pe:t"~on. ·8:t"j,eing out ,of. the· l1~e, of a. ·motor 
ye;b*cle:~ Wi~l no.t be, re4u.ced by rea~~ t~t thfil: driver. 
:l!s gu:i.1 ty of' an o~fence. aga:1:~t eect:i:'on 1'64Jj~ 

Seot~on 164G:provides. an. appeal to ·the Administrative' 
Appeal~ Tribuna,=- wher~, ~~e 'Regi8tra~ r.efuees 9~" re.vokes 
a certif':teate e~cus:i.ng 'the wearing of' a: seat belt. 

Section 6 of the· ·Ordinance. amimd~ p~t 11. .of.· the. 
Second Schedule to ;the Principal OrdinaJice by adding the 
requirement that· mC?t~r~ vehicles .manufactured bqtween 1.1, •. 1965 
and ".1 •. 1970 are· to ·be· equipped with 8e~t bel:f;s f'9:t:' the 
driYGr and front'seat passeng~~. ' -
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