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A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y  

limendrnent of Canberra Hosp i t a l  

Ordinance 1938-1971 

The amendment, which changes t n e  name of t h e  p re sen t  
Ordinarice t o  Canberra I Io sp i t a l s  Ordinance, w i l l  have t h r e s  e f f e c t s ,  
namely: 

(a)  t h e  Canberra Hosp i t a l  Planagement Board w i l l  be r e spons ib l e  
f o r  t h e  nanagement of t h e  Woden Valley Hosp i t a l  a f t e r  i ts  
openin,, ; 

(b )  t h e  Canberra Hosp i t a l  Management Board w i l l  be a a t h o r i s e d  t o  
conduct two s h o r t  terui c a r e  armcxes c r e a t e d  t o  provide 
r e s i t l e n t i a l  . f a c i l i t i c s  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  handicapped 
c h i l d r e n  and f o r  tile r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of pc?rsons recover ing  
f'rom mental i l l n e s s  o r  a phys ica l  a i lment ;  and 

( c )  t h c  p r e s e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  e,nploy?nent of riesident ~ e d i c a l  
O f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  wards of t h e  Hosp i t a l s  iiil be r e l axed  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  t hey  w i l l  be permit ted,  sub jec t  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
and c o n t r o l  of a V i s i t i n g  Medical O f f i c e r  t o  assist t h a t  
V i s i t i n g  Medical O f f i c e r  i n  t h e  t rea tment  of t h e  V i s i t i n g  
Medical O f f i c e r ' s  g a t i e n t ,  

I n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  mat te r  t h e  Canberra Hosp i t a l  iqanagement 
Board i s  at  p r e s e n t  only charged wi th  %fie r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p repa r ing  t h e  
Woden Valley klospi tal  f o r  occupat ion and use.  It i s  expected t h a t  t h a t  
hospi-tal  w i l l  be r eady  f o r  occupat ion i n  t h e  nea r  f u t u r e  and a cons iderable  
number of amendments t o  t h e  Ordinance a r e  necessary t o  permit  t he  Board 
t o  t ake  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  managing t h e  h o s p i t a l  on an i d e n t i c a l  b a s i s  
t o  t h a t  ayply ing  t o  t h e  Canberra l l o sp i t a l .  ':he a t t ached  d r a f t  Ordinance 
t h e r e f o r e  extends t h e  e x i s t i n g  provis ions  of t he  Canberra Hospi ta l  
Ordinance t o  i nc lude  t h e  Woden Valley Hospi ta l .  

With r ega rd  t o  t h e  second mat te r ,  t h e r e  h:,:~-e u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  
been no f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  il .C .T. f o r  t h e  sl.ior5-ter!n c a r e  e f  i n t e l l e c t u . a l l y  
handicapped c h i l d r e n  o r  f o r  persons recoverin[; froin an episode of mental 
i l l n e s s  o r  a phys i ca l  a i lment .  However two small i i o s t e l s  have now been 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  provide  r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  .For such persons normally 
a f t e r  having been i n - p a t i e n t s  a t  the  Canberra i i o sp i t a l .  F rov i s ion  h a s  
been made t h e r e f o r e  i n  t h e  d r a f t  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h o s t e l s  t o  be 
c r e a t e d  as annexes t o  t h e  Canberra Hosp i t a l  under t h e  c o n t r o l  and d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  Board. 
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In  respect  of Resident Medical Officers,  the Canberra Hospital  
Ordinance a t  present  places a severe l i m i t  on the ward experience which 
can be obtained by prohibi t ing them except i n  emergency, from t r e a t i n g  
pa t i en t s  admitted t o  the  hosp i t a l  on the  recommendation of a Vis t ing 
Medical Officer .  Provision has therefore  been made t o  permit Resident 
Medical Off icers ,  subject  t o  t he  control  and d i rec t ion  of a Vis i t ing  
Medical Officer  t o  a s s i s t  t h a t  Vis i t ing Medical Officer  i n  t he  treatment 
of h i s  pa t i en t s  and thereby gaining valuable ward experience. 

Original initialled D .E. - ----. 

Authority: The ~ i n i s t e r i  f o r  Hea.lth 
vide sec t ion  12 of the  Seat  of Government 
(Administration) Act 1910- 1972 
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