AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

LANDIORD AND TENANT ORDINANCE (NO. 2) 1973
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUIN

Rentals for domestic premises in Cenberra have risen
conaidergbly since 1 January 1973 and, uhlessVSOme legislative
barrier is erected, could be expected to continue to inoreaee to

/ ) even higher 1evels.

The pr0posed Ordinence ﬁill amend'existing provisions 80
that future rents of domestic premises that were let on 1 danuary
1973 are Yo e "pegged" to the rents pald at- that date. Any
1noreasee desired by a landlord above that level would have to be
determined by the Rent Controller under the eiisting provisions of

the Ordinance.

Where premises have been let since 1 January 1973, the

lessor would be permitted three months from the date of commencement

P

of the Ordinance to seek a determination by the Rent Controller of

the falir rent for the premises.

A lsndlord of premises let éfter‘the commencement of the
Ordinance would be required to seek within 28 days of the letting
8 determination by the Rent Controller of the Fair Rent.

Where, ag g result of rents payable after the commencement
of the Ordinance being set at rents paid at 1 January 1973, a tenant
has oye;paid his_rent evgs by paying in advance for_a period in which

Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel—also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au |




K

the Ordinance commences. he is to be permitted to deduet that_":

overpayment from later rent payments. '

Prdvision is aleo medekéor the amended Ordinance to
prohibit payments 1n the nature of key~money or goodwill in
respect of business_premisea. ‘The Ordinance already has that -
prohibition in reepect of domestic premises and the new provision
is an interim nmeasure until a mere eomprehensiVe Ordinance dealing

with business rents can be suhmitted. ;,'

The existing_leyei46fg§§idmd§f§enaltiee under theVOrdinanee
are increased from $200 to $500, as being'mOreeequivaientjto the.

alternative penalty of six months imprisonment,
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