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Australian Capital Territory 

Planning and Development (Conditional 
Environmental Significance Opinion – 
Block 29, Section 36, Mawson – Public 
Housing Units) Notice 2017 
Notifiable Instrument NI2017–573 

Made under the 

Planning and Development Act 2007 s 138AD (Requirements in relation to 
environmental significance opinions) 

 

1 Name of instrument 

This instrument is the Planning and Development (Conditional Environmental 
Significance Opinion – Block 29, Section 36, Mawson – Public Housing Units) 
Notice 2017. 

2 Conditional Environmental Significance Opinion  

(1)  On 25 October 2017, the Conservator of Flora and Fauna, pursuant to 
section 138AB(4) of the Planning and Development Act 2007 (the 
Act), gave the Applicant a conditional environmental significance 
opinion in relation to Block 29, Section 36, District of Mawson, for the 
construction of eight public housing units. 

(2) In this section: 

Conditional environmental significance opinion means the opinion in 
the schedule. 

 
Note 1: Under section 138AD(6) of the Act, the conditional environmental 
significance opinion and this notice expire 18 months after the day the notice 
is notified. 
 
 
 

Ben Ponton 
Chief Planning Executive  
02 November 2017  



ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE OPINION 

In accordance with section 138AB(4) of the Planning and Development Act 2007 (the 

Act), I provide the following environmental significance opinion: 

APPLICANT 

Public Housing Renewal Taskforce, Environment, Planning and Sustainable 

Development Directorate, as represented by Paul Lewis, Director. 

APPLICATION and DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 

The applicant has applied under section 138AA of the Act to the Conservator of Flora 

and Fauna for an environmental significance opinion to the effect that the 

development proposal set out in the submission is not likely to have a significant 

adverse environmental impact (the application). 

The development proposal is for the construction of eight single storey, two 

bedroom adaptable public housing units and associated services as described in the 

submission. 

LOCATION 

Block 29 Section 36 Mawson. 

MATTERS TO WHICH THIS OPINION APPLIES 

This opinion applies only the development proposal as described in the application. 

OPINION 

Provided the works are undertaken in the manner consistent with the following 

conditions, they are unlikely to cause a significant adverse environmental impact. 

This opinion is granted subject to the following conditions made under s138AB(4) of 

the Act. 

• That all works are in accordance with the undertakings as described in the

submission including:
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recorded within the site or nearby several threatened and/or migratory listed bird 

species may visit the site on transient basis, it is unlikely that the site provides 

important breeding or foraging habitat for any threatened or migratory fauna 

species. The site is, however, likely to provide habitat for the various common and 

urban-adapted native and exotic fauna species which occur in the locality". 

Potentially Significant Environmental Impacts 

The proposal will result in the loss of a small area (0.33ha) of medium quality 

woodland of low connectivity value. It is intended that the remainder of the site will 

be excluded from development which will permit the retention of the most intact 

part of the Box-Gum Woodland patch (1200 m2}. This area will be designated an 

'Environmental Protection Zone' which will be demarcated during development to 

prevent access and other impacts. In addition, the development has been designed 

in a manner that will permit the retention of all remnant eucalypt trees within the 

site, including two large Blakely's Red Gum trees in the northern part of the site. 

It has been determined that if the works are undertaken in a manner consistent with 

the undertakings within the application for the ESO, they are unlikely to cause a 

significant adverse environmental impact. These undertakings include: 

• Exclusion of the southern portion of the site from development to protect

1200m2 of the higher value Box-Gum Woodland;

• Retention of all remnant trees;

• Best practice weed management including appropriate vehicle hygiene, the

use sterile materials such as hessian/jute or rice straw for soil stabilisation or

similar purposes; and ongoing weed control by a qualified and experienced

weed control contractor for 24 months following conclusion of the works;

• Implementation of a rehabilitation program for the patch of Box-Gum

Woodland to be retained; and

• Landscaping of the development area to use species characteristic of Box­

Gum Woodland.
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