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YOURSAY

The Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate welcomes your comments on the
Review of the 1998 Murrumbidgee River Corridor Management Plan.

YOU CAN MAKE COMMENTS BY:

Visiting www.yoursay.act.gov.au

Email:  ParksPlanning@act.gov.au

Post: Director, Parks Planning and Policy
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate
PO Box 158, Canberra ACT 2601

Enquiries: Access Canberraon 13 22 81

COMMENTS CAN BE MADE UNTIL COB 17 DECEMBER 2021

Accessibility
The ACT Governmentis committed to making its information, services, events and venues as accessible as possible.

If you have difficulty readinga standard printed document and would like to receive this publicationin an alternative
format, such as large print, please phone Access Canberraon 1322 81 or email the Environment, Planning and
Sustainable Development Directorate at EPSDDComms@ act.gov.au.

If English is notyour firstlanguage and you require a translating and interpreting service, please phone 13 14 50.

If you are deaf, or have a speech or hearing impairment, and need the teletypewriter service, please phone 1336 77
and ask for Access Canberraon 132281,

For speak and listen users, please phone 1300555727 and ask for AccessCanberraon 1322 81.

For more information on these services visit www.relayservice.com.au.

Privacy

Before making a submission, please review the Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate’s
privacy policy and annex at https://www.planning.act.gov.au/about-us/privacy/information-privacy-policy.

Any personal information received in the course of your submissionwill be used only forthe purposes of this
community engagement process. Names of organisations may be included in any subsequent consultation report, but
all individuals will be de-identified unless priorapproval is gained.

Published by the Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate.

© Australian Capital Territory 2021.
ISBN: 978-1-921117-88-6

This work is copyright. Apartfrom any use as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced
without the written permission of the Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate, PO Box 158,
Canberra ACT 2601.

Disclaimer: Any representation, statement, opinion, advice, information or data expressed or implied in this
publication is made in good faith but on the basis that the ACT Government, its agents and employees are notliable
(whether by reason of negligence, lack of care or otherwise) to any person forany damage orloss whatsoever which
has occurred ormay occur in relationto that person taking or not taking (as the case may be) actionin respect of any
representation, statement, advice, information or data referredto the above.
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Traditional Custodian Acknowledgment

We acknowledge the Ngunnawal people as Canberra’s first inhabitants and Traditional Custodians. We
recognise the special relationship and connection that Ngunnawal people have with this Country.

Prior to the displacement of Ngunnawal people from their land, they were a thriving people whose life and
culture were connected unequivocally tothis land in a way that only they understand and know and is core
to their physical and spiritual being. The segregation of the Ngunnawal people from Culture and Country
has had long-lasting, profound, and ongoing health and well-being effects on their life, cultural practices,
families, and continuation of their law/lore. We acknowledge the historicinterruption of the Ngunnawal
people of Canberra and their surrounding regions. We recognise the significant contribution the Ngunnawal
people have played in caring for Country. For time immemorial they have maintained a tangible and
intangible cultural, social, environmental, spiritual, and economic connection to these lands and waters.

Ngunnawal Language Acknowledgement
Yuma

Dhawura nguna ngurumbangu gunanggu Ngunnawal.
Nginggada dindi dhawura Ngunnawalbun yindjumaralidjinyin.
Mura bidji mulanggaridjindjula.

Naraganawaliyiri yarabindjula.

This country is Ngunnawal (ancestral/spiritual) homeland.

We all always respect elders, male and female, as well as Ngunnawal country itself.
They always keep the pathways of their ancestors alive.

They walk together as one.

Photographs

Front Cover: View of the Murrumbidgee River from Shepherds Lookout
Back Cover: Murrumbidgee River at Red Rocks Gorge

Except where otherwise acknowledged, all photographs are by Brian Prince.
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Review of the 1998 Murrumbidgee River Corridor Management Plan, 2021

1. The Murrumbidgee River Corridor Management Plan 1998

The current management plan for the Murrumbidgee River Corridor (MRC) was developed in 1998 to meet
the requirement of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 that management plans be prepared for
land identified as Public Land under the ACT’s Territory Plan.

The 1998 plan identified its purpose as “to develop a clear management directionfor the Corridor and
particularlyin terms of management systems and policies”. The plan was structured into two main sections,
the first of which provided information on the nature of the Corridor, the planning context and existing
statutory responsibilities. The second section of the plan identified management objectives, strategies and
guidelines, and proposals for future investigations and follow-up management planning for specific issues.

Importantly, the 1998 plan covered not just the public land overlay reserves but also the river corridor
zoning, hills ridges and buffer zones and mountains and bushlands as well as leased land. These complex
zoning and tenure arrangements remain and will require careful consideration in any new plan.

Key areas of focus in the plan included the maintenance of water quality and integrity of aquatic and
riparian ecosystems; the protection of discrete nature conservation areas; management of the Lanyon and
Lambrigg historic precincts; investigation and conservation of cultural resources; and the maintenance and
enhancement of recreational opportunities. The plan recognisedthe role of rural lessees inthe
management of parts of the Corridor and incorporated management guidelines for resource protection and
arrangements for the leasehold management of grazing areas, concessions and utilities.

The plan stated that, within 12 months of its release, anImplementation Plan would be prepared in
consultation with peak community groups. This Implementation Plan was completed in 2000.

1.1 Objectives of the plan

The 1998 plan identified objectives for management of the Corridor at several levels. The overall
management objectives were:

to conserve the endemic aquatic, riparian and riverine ecosystems

to provide for recreational activities appropriate to rural and naturalriver setting
to conserve natural landforms and the valley's scenery

to conserve and enhance habitat links through the regional landscape

to maintain water quality

to provide formal and informal educational opportunities

to conserve the cultural heritage landscapes, areas andsites

©® N o Uk WwWwN

to maintain a corridor of open ruraland natural land on the westernedge of Canberra, and to give
clear definition to the transition from the urban landscape to the rugged forested landscape of the
mountainous skyline to the west of the city

9. to provide educational and Interpretative opportunities associated with waterissues relevant to
the Corridor.

Specific management objectives were outlined in each section of the plan. Individual sections identified
management practices and actions to be undertaken to achieve these objectives, and management issues
that required further research. The final section of the plan comprised a summarytable of management
programs and priorities for the Murrumbidgee River Corridor which listed 41 projects, their priority and
likely duration. The Implementation Plan developed in 2000 identified activities to be undertaken within
each of the projects listed in the plan.
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