
Electricity

Evoenergy operates the electricity distribution network within the ACT. Significant upgrading of the electrical 
energy system will be necessary with the phasing out of natural gas and the broader uptake of electric vehicles 
(EVs) thus resulting in higher electricity demand for heating and electric vehicles. Significant changes in the 
electricity system include embedded generation networks and other projects supporting the ACT Government’s 
legislated target of achieving net zero emissions by 2045.

Additional zone substation demand is expected as a result of the significant changes in the electricity network 
and urban intensification. The Woden zone substation is operating near capacity. A new zone substation is 
being considered between Woden and Inner South within the next 10 years. Site selection is yet to commence 
for this project.

Further investigations are required to determine electricity network adjustments to support future proposed light 
rail to Woden. Battery storage systems may also become a business-as-usual part of the electricity network for 
new suburbs and major redevelopment areas over time.

Planned infrastructure upgrades

The ACT Government and utility companies are committed to providing the infrastructure needs of a growing city. 

A summary of key planned short-term infrastructure upgrades for Woden is summarised in Table 8. This 
infrastructure pipeline will continue to evolve in response to district needs, government policy, budget allocation 
regulatory approvals and the required studies.

Table 8: Planned short-term infrastructure upgrades for Woden

Sector Project Development agency

Transport Athllon Drive duplication TCCS 

Wastewater Woden Valley sewer augmentation Icon Water 

Water supply Reservoir upgrade Icon Water 

Urban infrastructure Curtin north NCA and SLA

Electricity Woden zone substation upgrade Evoenergy

Transport Light rail City Centre to Woden infrastructure MPC

Transport Woden bus depot TCCS

Stormwater Mawson stormwater improvements TCCS

Note: This table is current government initiatives at the time of publication. For an up-to-date version of the TCCS initiatives and 
projects refer to https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/Infrastructure-Projects
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This ACT District Strategies document was released in 2023. The Planning Act 2023 requires that the 
ACT Government Executive must, at least once every five years after making a district strategy, consider whether 
the strategy should be reviewed.

The district strategies are guided by this implementation plan to track and monitor progress and guide the 
delivery of actions, programs and projects. The ACT District Strategies 2023 comprises five big drivers and is 
underpinned by 10 targets, 12 implementation pathways and actions that span the full continuum of metropolitan 
and district planning. The numbering of the implementation pathways is not a reflection of an order of priority.

Preparation of the district strategies was informed by extensive engagement with the community, 
industry, peak groups and government stakeholders. Successful implementation will similarly rely on a 
range of stakeholders to realise the vision and initiatives under each district strategy.

The district strategies will be implemented by EPSDD in consultation with other ACT Government 
directorates and relevant stakeholders. Many actions will be implemented through the Territory Plan, 
the key statutory planning document in the ACT.

The implementation plan is in two parts:

1.	 Common to all districts (city-wide) priority actions, programs and projects for the 12 implementation pathways
2.	 District-focussed initiatives for the 5 big drivers.

Timeframes and definitions for the implementation actions:

	→ Short term: next 5 years (2023–28)
	→ Medium term: next 10 years (2023–33)
	→ Long term: next 20 years (2023–43)
	→ Longer term: 20+ years (2043+)
	→ Ongoing: action has commenced and is progressing as part of a rolling or continuing commitment.

Indicators are measures of success, named and quantified where possible.

Note: Not all of the initiatives in the implementation plan are formal commitments or have budget funding. Items 
in the implementation plan may require consultation, government decisions and budget processes.
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City-wide indicative implementation 
pathways and actions

Implementation pathways and actions
Time- 
frame

Directorate 
responsible Indicator

1	 Blue-green network preservation and expansion:  Maintain and enhance a protected network of natural and 
 semi-natural areas to support liveability, cultural values, biodiversity conservation, climate adaptation and 
resilience, and community wellbeing.  

1.1 Continue to collaborate with the Dhawura Ngunnawal 
Caring for Country Committee (DNCCC) on opportunities 
to provide input on knowledge, culture and traditions.

Short term EPSDD Ongoing engagement 
with DNCCC.

2 	 Detailed planning for future housing and employment: Undertake further analysis, research and 
investigations to inform more detailed planning for future employment floorspace and housing.

2.1 Progress investigations of key sites and short-, 
medium- and long-term change areas identified in district 
strategies to help meet housing supply needs. 

Ongoing EPSDD Housing supply in 
change areas.

2.2 Prepare a Land Supply Strategy and a Land Supply 
Program to identify housing and employment land 
sufficient to meet the needs of the Territory. 

Short term EPSDD Secure pipeline 
of housing supply 
established.  

2.3 Investigate the RZ2 Suburban Core Zone to determine 
why the existing built form does not demonstrate the 
intended variation of housing typologies between RZ1  
and RZ2 zone.

Short term EPSDD
CMTEDD

ACT RZ2 Suburban 
Core Zone Study 
completed.

2.4 Undertake further detailed analysis and modelling 
to identify future housing needs not able to be met by 
change areas across districts.

Short term EPSDD Indicative Land 
Release Program.

2.5 Investigate potential urban regeneration areas by 
undertaking further detailed analysis of the potential 
suitability of different parts of Canberra for increased 
housing density and diversity including consideration 
of the transect, and other approaches to inform 
urban character. 

Short term EPSDD Future housing  
needs met.

2.6 Undertake detailed studies and an ACT-wide 
strategy for employment lands and retail planning to 
inform both land-use planning decisions and economic 
development initiatives.

Short term EPSDD Employment land 
needs identified.

3 	 Territory Plan – applying urban character and design principles: Make changes through the statutory 
planning system and Territory Plan, such as rezoning or implementation by district policies or zone policies.

3.1 Prepare district policies for each district in the  
Territory Plan.

Short-term EPSDD District policies 
completed.
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Implementation pathways and actions
Time- 
frame

Directorate 
responsible Indicator

4 	 Transport and land use in integration: Integrate land uses in planning for infrastructure projects like light rail 
and transport network development.

4.1 Undertake planning to inform the design of the  
future light rail corridors.

Ongoing EPSDD 
TCCS 
MPC
SLA

Planning for light rail 
corridors completed.

5 	 Employment and economic focus areas: Selected centres will be a focus for enhanced economic development 
and employment outcomes through targeted planning and investments and policy initiatives (refer to individual 
district implementation plan for employment and economic focus areas).

5.1 Consider ongoing entertainment precinct planning  
in town centres and selected sites to support growth  
in the night-time economy.

Ongoing EPSDD
CMTEDD – 
Economic 
Development
EPA

Night-time economy 
supported through 
the creation of 
entertainment 
precincts in 
appropriate locations. 

6 	 Establish new innovation precincts: Enhance the economic contribution of geographic areas where high value 
industry, research, health and education institutions and elite institutions are clustered together by enhancing 
physical and networking connections through targeted planning, investment and coordination initiatives.

6.1 Undertake targeted planning, investment 
and coordination initiatives to establish new 
innovation precincts.

Ongoing CMTEDD – 
Economic 
Development
SLA

New innovation 
precincts established.

7 	 Group and local centre initiatives: Provide targeted interventions to address declining local and group centres 
in established urban areas including some centres where socio-economic indicators are below the Canberra 
average (refer to individual district implementation plan for possible priority centres).

7.1 Undertake a detailed investigation of ACT local  
centres and retail planning. This study is related to the 
above ACT RZ2 Suburban Core Zone Study, since many 
of the RZ2 zones surround local centres and may benefit 
from their intensification.

Short term EPSDD lead 
TCCS 
CMTEDD

ACT Local Centres and 
Retail Planning Study 
completed.

8 	 City making and urban improvement: Develop key precincts to contribute to remaking the city through ‘urban 
improvement’ – including improvements to streets and public domain.

8.1 Facilitate significant redevelopment and  
urban improvement.

Short term EPSDD Urban improvement 
projects facilitated 
including 
improvements to the 
public domain.
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Implementation pathways and actions
Time- 
frame

Directorate 
responsible Indicator

9 	 Facilitate the net zero emissions transition: Provide the infrastructure needed to deliver the net-zero carbon 
transition, as well as supporting and encouraging building owners and development proponents to transition 

9.1 Precincts and larger scale development sites should 
test the scope for precinct-based initiatives that contribute 
to the ACT’s 2045 net zero emissions target, as well as 
broader resilience outcomes.

Ongoing EPSDD 2045 Net Zero 
Emissions target met.

10 	Integrated infrastructure planning: Integrate planning and delivery of infrastructure to support  
growth, including civil infrastructure, environmental upgrades and management, and community and 
recreational facilities.

10.1 Undertake a broad assessment of community, sport 
and recreation facilities needs across the ACT to help fill 
the gaps identified in the district strategies.

Short term EPSDD 
TCCS

ACT Community, 
Sport and Recreation 
Facilities Needs 
Assessment 
completed.

10.2 Undertake a study to develop planning and 
design parameters for Yarra Glen and any other 
complex strategic sites in the light rail corridor from the 
City Centre to Woden.

Short term EPSDD Planning for light rail 
corridors completed.

10.3 Undertake infrastructure capacity and augmentation 
studies to identify upgrades and decisions required to 
deliver on the vision and directions for each district. 
This should include civil infrastructure, environmental 
upgrades and recreational and community facilities such 
as schools and Early Childhood Education and Care.  

Short term EPSDD 
TCCS

Ongoing planning for 
infrastructure.

11 	Investigate an innovative approach to facilitate comprehensive redevelopment: Investigate a new 
‘urbanising agent’ or governance models to facilitate significant redevelopment and urban improvement.

11.1 Undertake more work on a governance model  
for consideration by government.

Short term EPSDD New urbanising agent 
or governance model.

12 	Social and affordable housing contributions: Investigate future initiatives to support increased social and 
affordable housing in Canberra.

12.1 Investigate planning and design provisions that 
encourage the supply of affordable housing.

Medium 
term

EPSDD ACT Housing Strategy 
implemented.
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District-level indicative implementation plans

Belconnen District indicative implementation plan – big drivers and initiatives

Big drivers and initiatives Pathway
Time- 
frame

Directorate 
Responsible Indicator

1. Blue-green network

1.1 Enhance Lake Ginninderra as adjacent areas 
develop, including reimagining the lake’s frontage 
and connection with surrounding areas. Consider 
opportunities for additional lakeside canopy 
coverage, new pedestrian bridges and linear parks.

8 Medium 
term

EPSDD 
TCCS

Lake Ginninderra 
surrounding areas 
enhanced.

1.2 Protect and enhance ecological corridors 
of high value grassland to support endangered 
species and ecosystem functions, particularly 
between Dunlop Grassland Nature Reserve and 
Kama, and from Lawson grasslands and riparian 
areas into adjoining connected open space.

1 Ongoing EPSDD 
TCCS 
SLA

High value 
grassland protected 
and enhanced.

1.3 Conserve and restore priority woodland areas 
and enhance key connectivity for native flora 
and fauna including through the protection and 
retention of mature native trees in areas north-east 
of Evatt and McKellar and from Bruce Ridge to Lake 
Ginninderra.

1 Ongoing EPSDD 
TCCS 
SLA

Woodland 
conserved and 
restored, and 
flora and fauna 
connectivity 
enhanced.

1.4 Protect and restore critical woodland habitat 
and ecological connectivity between Molonglo and 
Belconnen Hills woodland complexes, including 
the protection of mature native trees in their 
ecological context and the installation of fauna-
friendly road crossings on William Hovell Drive.

1 Ongoing EPSDD 
TCCS 
SLA

Critical woodland 
habitat and 
ecological 
connectivity 
between Molonglo 
and Belconnen 
Hills Woodland 
Complexes 
protected and 
restored and 
fauna-friendly 
road crossings on 
William Hovell Drive 
in place. 

1.5 Implement enhanced water sensitive urban 
design (WSUD) and biodiversity sensitive urban 
design (BSUD), green space and tree canopy cover 
in the district to contribute to achieving living 
infrastructure targets, reducing urban heat and 
improving environmental outcomes in built up 
areas.

3 Short 
term

EPSDD 
TCCS

Blue-green network 
enhanced.
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