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" . INQUIRIES AMENDMENT BILL 2000

~ Explanatory Memorandum

‘ OUTLINE

" Th1s is an amendmg Brll It amends the Inquzrzes Act 1 991 referred to 1n )
- the amendmg Bill as the Prmcrpal Act.

‘ "Thls amendmg Bill compels the Executlve to. 1mplement the maJonty will.

of the Leglslatlve Assembly when a resolution is passed calling on the
Executive to exercise its power under the Inquiries Act 1991 to appoint a

'board of i 1nqu1ry to 1nqu1re mto the matter stated in the resolutlon

Under existing prov1s1ons the Execut1ve can choose to res1st resolutlons

of the Legislative Assenibly. This amending Bill aims to ensure the

majority will‘of the Legislative Assembly is executed.
| FORMAL CLAUSES'

Clauses 1 2 and 3 are formal requlrements They refer to the short t1tle
-of the Bill, commencement and deﬁmtwn of the Prmmpal Act '

CIRCUMSTAN CES WHEN AN INQUIRY MUST BE
ESTABLISHED o

: The aim of clause 4 is to'ensure the Executtve appomts a board of

inquiry consistent with the majority will of the LCnglathC Assembly
within 21 days after the resolution is passed and that the Executive must
ﬁx the reportlng date stated in the motlon

TABLING OF REPORTS
Clause 5 sets out the procedures for tablmg of reports after a board of

inquiry has submitted its findings- to the Chief Minister. The report must
be presented to the Legislative Assembly w1thm 5 srttmg days. after the

L report 1s recelved by the Chlef Minister.
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In the instance that the Ch1ef Mlmster is satlsﬁed that the contents of the o

. - report contains information that should not be made public, there are two

options. Firstly, the'Chief Minister can forward the report to the relevant

Legislative Assembly Standing Committee within 14 days of receiving

the document. Alternatively the Chief Minister can give the confidential

. part of the report to the relevant Legislative Assembly Standing

Committee within 14 days of receiving the report and present the rest of -
the report to the Leglslatlve Asscmbly within 5 sitting days of recelvmg

'the report
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