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. ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL 2000 (No 3).

. EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

'. Outlme

" The Electoral Amendment Bill 2000 (No 3) (the Bxll) standardrses the annual reporting
- requirements under the Electoral Act 1 992 (the Act) between 1ndependent MLAs and MLAs
. who represent polmcal partles ‘ N O .

" The Bill also introduces new annual reportlng requlrements for each MLA Wthh requxres
~ themto submit annual retums to the Electoral: Commissioner which dlsclose certain

: ~mformatxon onthe income, electoral expendlture and financial interests'of themselves, their
spouses and dependent chrldren The Electoral Commxssroner wrll prov1de condltronal pubhc _' 5
access to the returns : L '

_ These reportmg requtrements merge the ex1stmg annual reportmg requtrements for
independent MLAs in the Act with the Declarations of the Private Interests of Members -

provrded by MLAs to the Clerk of the Assembly 1 under the resolution. agreed by the Assembly, a

" .in April 1992. Once this Bill is passed, the Register of Members’ Interests held by t the Clerk
-~ will no longer be needed as all this information’ wxll be contamed in the MLA returns
. provided to the Electoral Commrssroner - :

_Clauses
: Clauses l 2 and 3 are formal requrrements Wthh set out the name of the Act

commencement provxswns and the name ‘of the Act amended

L Clauses 4,5, 6, 7, 8 9, 10 convert ex1stmg references to an. mdependent MLA in the Act to
_]ustMLA : . o , .

' 'Clause 11 Annual Returns by Parties’ and MLAs
- Removes references to independent MLAs in Section 230 so that the annual reportmg
_ prov1s1ons set out m tlns Sectxon only apply to Parues .

' Clause 12 Insertlon of new Sectlons 230A, 230B and 230C relatlng to Annual Returns .
by MLAs : : _ : R
o -New Sectlon 230A - Annual Returns by MLAs . ' e :
~ Once an MLA is elected; the MLA (or their reporting agent) must w1th1n 28 days of the
MLA taking office; give the Electoral Commxssroner a return settmg out the MLA s
o ﬁnancnal 1nterests : L : : S

: thhm 16 weeks after the end. of each ﬁnanc1a1 year an MLA (or their reportmg agent) = . -,
‘must’ glve the Electoral C ommissioner a retum detarhng amounts recelved amounts pard, ‘_
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and debts mcurred by the MLA and any ﬁnanmal mterests held by the MLA dunng the
financial year (or part of the vear they were an MLA see Section 23 l) :

New Sectlon 230B Detalls of i mcome, expendlture and financial interests
This section sets out the details to be provided by the MLA in their return for the .
purposes of Section 230A. Note that references in Section 230B to the income,
- expenditure and financial interests of the MLA include the income, expendlture and
_ ﬁnanc1al mterests of the MLA’s spouse and dependent children. - :

Subsectton 230B(1) sets out the types and thresholds of incomie to be dlsclosed by the
MLA, apart from their MLA remuneratlon eg interest and dividends,.income from real
estate and company partnershxps or directorships, government benefits, other.

~ employment and gifts received in their capaclty as an MLA.

A _U'nder Subsecuon 230B(2) details of the source of the income must also be provided in
. some cases (where such mformatlon is not drsclosed in the ﬁnancral 1nterests part of the.
' retum) ‘ :

Subsectlon 230B(3) sets out the types of expend1ture or outstandmg debt to be dlsclosed

by the MLA. These categories relate to election expendlture and are already contained in .

the Act, eg in Subsection 230(4)

Subsectlon 230B(4) sets out the types of financial mterests to be dlsclosed by the MLA
" - These types are modelled on the Register of Members’ Interests maintained by the Clerk

. of the Assembly, eg the names of compames trusts, and financial institutions'in whichan - -

‘MLA’s funds are mvested or to which money is owed, details of real estate owned,
_ ownership interests in any businesses, significant assets held by the MLA, and
- orgamsatlons in wlnch the MLA is an ofﬁce-holder

New Section 230C Change in ﬁnanc\al mterests -
An MLA (or their reporting agent) must provide the Commissioner w1th anew return .
‘within 28 days of a change i the MLA’s ﬁnancral interests.

Clause 13 converts ex1stmg references to an mdependent MLA in Sectlon 231 to Just MLA.

Clauses 14 and 15 amend Secttons 232 and 233 t6 remove references to MLAs o) that these

‘sections apply only to annual retums of Partles ThlS is consequential to clause 11.-

Clause 16 amends Sectxon 234 t0. separate the reportmg requn'ements for Parties and MLAs' '

regardmg outstanding amounts at the end of a ﬁnanc1al year

 Clause 17 amends Sectton 234A to allow the regulatlons to requlre greater detail to be
prov1ded in the MLAs returns than what is hsted in Section 23OB :

'Clauses 18 and 19 convert exxsnng references to an mdependem MLA in Sectlons 239 and
242 to;ust MLA L . 4

A Clause 20 Inspectlon and coples of returns a
" .. Amends Section 243 to separate the provisions relating to 1nspect10n and copymg of MLAs

returns from the exrstmg prov151ons applymg to other returns R
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' MLAs’ retums must be made available for publtc inspection and copymg from the day aftera
return is received by the Commissioner. The Commissioner may allow a person to inspecta

'MLA’s return only if the person provides proof of identity. The Comrhissionér must then

“advise the MLA of the name of the person who has inspected the MLA’s return. Once an

" MLA ceases to be an MLA their returns will not be available for inspection.

' Clause 21 converts existing references to an independent MLA in Section 337to’ just MLA. '

_ Clause 22 mserts a transitional prov1sxon that the new requn'ements forMLA’ retums as '
X specnﬁed in this Bill wxll apply from the 2001 2002 ﬁnancxal year. .
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